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The Miners Strike 


Belfast comes to Blidworth 


The effectiveness of the miners strike and the determination of the 
miners and their communities to fight on has begun to create divi- 
slons among the ruling class. While Thatcher remains intransigent 
and eager to pursue the crusade against Scargill and the NUM, other 
sections of the ruling class are becoming increasingly aware of the 
dangers of the strike continuing. The British economy, already very 
vulnerable to any added international and domestic pressures, has 
now suffered the double blow of rapidly rising international interest 
rates and the sudden outbreak of a national dock strike. Little wonder 
that Thatcher's leadership is being called into question by her 
previous allies. Not only does the miners’ strike threaten further 
economic damage but, more significantly, it poses a serious chal- 
lenge to the political legitimacy of the British state, its police, courts 
and other institutions. And in doing this it inevitably represents a 
threat to the traditional leadership of the Labour and trade union 
movement, the vast majority of whom have scabbed on the miners’ 


strike. 


Under these growing:pressures arising 
from the determined fight of the miners 
the National Coal Board (NCB)has been 
forced to engage in serious talks. The 
NCB has, after eighteen weeks, appar- 
ently begun to backtrack an its pit clos- 
ure programme. As we go to press the 
Talks are continuing. It is clear that 
Thatcher’s and MacGregor’s intention 
to smash the miners and decimate their 
‘communities is foundering on the rock 
of the miners’ resistance. 

The outcome of the strike rests on the 
continuing determination and sacrifice 
Of the miners and their communities. 
On the one side, the ruling class has 
ranged its whole apparatus of police and 
courls against the miners; with whole 
sections of the trade union movement, 
asin the case of the steel workers, giving 
their support to Thatcher and MacGre- 
gor by continuing to work; the Labour 
Party has offered only token opposi- 
tion to Thatcher. On the other side, the 
ruling class is up against not only the 


determination and militancy of the 
miners, but of the women, whose self 
organisation of their communities, 
aided by countrywide support in terms 
of food and money, has enabled the 
strike to hold out 


State repression 


Arrests are now approaching 4,000, 
with an increasing number of miners 
facing charges such as ‘illegal assembly’ 
and ‘riotous assembly’—all of which 
carry the threat of prison sentences. 
Another miner ~ Joe Green —has been 
killed on picket duty. Massive road 
block operations continue to seal off 
Nottinghamshire from pickets: on 28 
June 1,900 miners in 475 cars were 
turned back whileon $ July3,S00miners 
were turned back ~2,000 got through 
On the same day police turned back 
1,200 pickets from the Scunthorpe area, 
Whole towns are sealed off at a 
moment's notice 


Nest egg for rich 


Injust one week in July the futile hopes of economic recovery incrisis- 
ridden Britain received a series of devastating blows. Rising interna- 
tional interest rates and the run on the pound have led to a sharp 2per 
cent rise in interest rates. At 12 per cent, the rates are at the highest 
level fortwo years. In just one day some £540m is wiped off company 
profits threatening investment and undermining any economic recov- 
ery. Mortgage rates haye shot up by 2% percent, the biggest increase 
for nearly five years and the second largest ever. These rates, in real 
terms, are at a record level and have knocked the government's opti- 


mistic inflation forecasts right off course. 


The miners’ strike, now entering its 
fineteenth week, has severely shaken 
theconfidence that thecapitalists ~ both 
here and overseas —had in the strike- 
breaking Thatcher government. The 
national dock strike has only added salt 
tothe wound. Panic selling hit thestock- 
market. A wave of selling shares at 
lunchtime on Thursday (12 July) sent 
the FT index down by 23 points ~near 
the record fall for one day when the 
‘miners brought the Heath government 
down in 1974. This week alonetheindex 


has fallen by over 48 points. 

But every cloud has a silver lining. 
‘The fact that the capitalists have no con- 
fidence in Britain's economic recovery 

profits are not high enough —means 
they send their money overseas. And as 
‘Thatcher said in April this year, “invest- 
ment overseas is a good thing ...” this 
‘investment and the income from it 
would provide a nest egg when revenue 
from the North Sea declined’. So there 
you have it. British capitalists can sur- 
vive— they simply must liveoffthe backs 


‘Such is the determination of the gov- 
ernment to keep Notts and other work- 
ing mines open that each such mine has 
1 permanently allocated police support 
unit (PSU). Each PSU consists of 3 sec- 
tions of 10 officers, sergeants and an 
inspector. They are all specially trained 
riot police with equipment standardised 
on a countrywide basis. The use of well 
practised manoeuvres such as snatch 
squads operating in V-formation have 
become commonplace, asis the sight of 
police doing military style drill in pit 
yards. 

As pressure has increased on the rul- 
ing class to keep up supplies to steel 
works, the police have launched brutal 
attacks against pickets. On 18 June at 
‘Orgreave coke depot in South York- 
shire, scene of previous baitles, riot 
continued on page 2 


of the rest of the world. And needless to 
say the section of the capitalist class that 
the Thatcher government speaks for— 
the financiers and the bankers —have 
been building up that ‘nest egg" year by 
year. 

Britain’s private sector assets abroad 
have reached a staggering £461,733m — 
‘an increase of 19 per cent on-the pre- 
vious year. The vast proportion of this, 
£341 123m (74%), consists of assets of 
the imperialist banks. Not a bad “nest 
ge’ for a bankrupt government. 

Britain is a growing creditor nation. 
Its net assets abroad last year climbed 
another 15 per cent to reach a record 
£55.6bn. This is equivalent to about 
£2,600 for every working person —al- 
though if you happen to have a job you 
won’t get much benefit from it. Since 
the Thatcher government came into 


power in 1979, Britain’s net assets have 
risen fourfold from £13bn to £55.6bn. 
‘So while unemployment in Britain grew 


to 4 million, while investment in manu- 
facturing industry fell by some 40 per 
cent, the financiers and bankers have 
been raking it in—building their “nest 
egg’ for the future 


David Reed 
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TEN YEARS IN ENGLISH GAOLS 
An interview with Reamonn Mac Lochlainn 


FIVE PEOPLE GO TO GAOL 


Police defend 
terrorist embassy 


‘Since apartheid Prime Minister PW Botha’s visit to Britain on 2 June, 
the police have banned all pickets from the pavement outside the 
South African embassy. Five people, including an RCG member, have 
gone to gaol and 137 people have been arrested as a result of the 
police efforts to enforce the ban. Those arrested have been charged 
with ‘wilful obstruction of the police in the course of their dut 

duty, under the now notorious Vienna Convention, consists of pro: 
tecting the ‘peace and dignity’ of the embassy. Protesting against 
apartheid has now been declared a crime. This is yet another of the 
concessions that all British governments, Labour and Tory, have 
made to protect their real interests, British profits from South 
Africa — Britain’s biggest partner in racist crime. 

‘Assoon as the ban wasimposed andthe _our MPs and councilors, Young Lib- 
police refused to negotiate, City of 'erals, Kings Cross Women's Centre, Sri 
London Anti-Apartheid Group decided = Asokamala Campaign, Irish Republi- 
to continue its normal Friday night can Prisoners Campaign, Greenham 
pickets from 5.30-7.30pm outside the Women Peace Camp, ISM, IWSG. gay 


embassy. It soon became clear that in 
order 10 oppose British collaboration 
with apartheid it was necessary to fight 
to defend democratic rights in Britain. 
After the first arrests on 8 June the 
South African Embassy Picket Cam- 
Paign 1984 was formed. 

Right from the beginning it was su 
ported by many organisations and in 
viduals who believe that this police ban 
ig yet another attempt to restrict the 
rights of British people 10 demonstrate, 
and yet another step in collaboration 
with the apartheid regime. Amongst 
those supporting the campaign are: 
Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism!, Lab- 


and lesbian groups, teachers, student 
lunions and trade unionists. 

Every Friday more than 200 people 
join the picket in Duncannon Street, at 
the side of the embassy, and the num- 
bers are growing week by week. Every 
Friday more demonstrators cross the 
road to the pavement outside the emb- 
assy. As well as the 137 arrests, 111 
charges have been made under the Vien- 
na Convention. 15 people, including 3 
RCG members, have now had bail con- 
ditions imposed which ban them from 


the pavement. Five people have been 
sent to gaol for breaking bail conditions: 
continued on page: 
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BELFAST 
COMES TO 
BLIDWORTH 


continued from page + 
police and cavalry charges were launch- 
ed against miners with unprecedented 
ferocity. Scores of miners were attacked 
including Arthur Scargill. Minershadto 
‘meet force with’ force: barricades were 
built and cars were commandeered and 
burnt. Stakes were driven into the road 
to stop police horse charges. Police 
snajch squads were ordered 10 ‘take 
prisoners’, attacking in V-formations, 
‘and were heard cheering and clapping as 
wounded pickets were dragged off to 
police vans, 

‘A lesson learned by the oppressed in 
the Six Counties of Ireland is that be~ 
neath the mask of ‘democracy’ the Br 
{sh state consists of a relentless machin- 
‘ery of police, courts and prisons which it 
setsinto motion against those who (ry (0 
fight it, Blanket bail conditions ~im- 
posed in 3,000 cases by the end of June, 
forcible photographing, fingerprinting, 
the use of curfews, and the corrupt alli- 
ance of police, magistrates and soli 
tors, are the means being used to crimin- 
alise the most militant miners. By these 
means, police are also massing intelli- 
gence while physically reducing the 
‘number of miners available for picket- 
ing. Breaking of bail conditions means, 
prison — several miners and NUM offi- 
cials have spent time in prison for thi 
reason Mansfield in Notts has become 
‘2 centre for mass trials and detentions. 

Curfews on striking Notts miners 
from 9pm to Tam are widespread. With 
renewed NCB attempts to gct North 
Derbyshire men back to work. Four 
Derbyshire strikers have been issued 
with curfews of Ipm to 9am ~20hours! 
‘This amounts to virtual house arrest. 


OLICE RIOT AT 
FITZWILLIAM 


FRFI supporters visited. Fitzwilliam, 
Yorkshire. Below are extracts from their 


account. 
<.-On @ July, atter the continuing 
police harassment of Brendan Conway, 
‘miner, the suddenly | 

outside the local pub. 

"70 strong formation, clad 
‘and with truncheons at the 


rk remained until the next day. 
led jetothe| 


car 


Brendan Conway who was in the pub. 
He too was handcuffed to a lamp-post | 
‘and beaten mercilessly with boots and 
truncheons. He was then thrown into a 
ice van. He needed 6 stitches in his 
ad wounds. Joanne Worth, for 
sssaulted by thi 


‘The people stoned the police 
ater bartcaded off the City 


30am : 
Foe, aah Gorn Kathoen Boods 
door to areet her son Denn, 
Running ities with 
codiinaed unt the eary hours of the 
‘Soming, At one stage the police, and 
rt the miners as has been claimed in 
Spree clea thera onda 6 
railway to alow Soriotcia poles 
to mare from Hemeworh to ltl 
fame At the end of the right 8 people 
fad been arested, six men and two 
rman, th next doy at ap 
Ig at Pontefract Ma 
jeden conion that they 
sccepled curfew rom 
hoem unit August All8 have been 
rnder the Public Order Aet with 
“breach of the peace’... q 
Jeneler and Chas 


TORN STURROCK/ NETWORK 


BLIDWORTH 


[Sen Humbers iad — we've got him They 

tried to get into the Welfare centre but 

tee shut the door o they roks in ad 
ra arm 


Inthe garden!.. 


‘The ruling classis tireless nits efforts 
to beat the strike. Their attempts to 
smash the strike have been coordinated 
at the highest government level. A leak 
to the Daily Mirror recently exposed the 
‘government's involvement in the deal 
that settled the railway workers’ wage 
claim, While unable to find the money, 
to keep open pils, or to fund the NHS, 
Thatcher has endless resources to 
devote to smashing the NUM. Scargill 
hias stated that the dispute has now cost 
‘more than the Falklands War. A leading 
City firm of stockbrokers estimated the 
cost at over Elba. BSC (on whose board 
‘MacGregor still sits)is funding convoys 
of lorries to carry iron ore at a cost of 
£50,000 per day, while the NCB pays 
vim foraseries of lying advertisements 
in the press. 


Working class divided 


‘The strike has continued to polarise the 
working class and to expose ever more 
clearly those who will not support the 
miners. At the forefront of those tum- 
ing their backs on the miners are the 
steel workers. Faced with the threatened 
blockade of steel plants fron and Stee! 
Trades Confederation (ISTC) officials 
stated at their union conference on 24 
‘Sane ‘we will carry coal in on our backs 
to save the plants’. The ISTC confer- 
fence discussion of the miners’ request 
for support was dominated by British 
‘Steel Corporation (BSC) Deputy Chair- 
man Bob Scholey, who said BSC would 
not accept any ‘managerially unaccept- 
able’ agreement between miners and 
steelworkers, Bill Sirs, ISTC leader, 
said that the steel men would have to 
de by this decision. Further, when 
Sirs suggested a SO% production level 
and Scholey insisted on 70%, the latter 
was backed by the conference. 

Railway workers have almost com- 
pletely stopped coal and ore trains into 
Llanwern, Scunthorpe and Ravens 
craig. Thisin turn has brought about the 
jnerease in scab lorry convoys ~driven 
at murderous speed past picket lines. At 
Lianwern, where pickets battled with 
police, lorries in convoys of more than 
100;n both directions, were drawn from 
firms as far apart as Nous and Exeter. 
The Transport and General Workers 
Union (TGWU) fas at last taken the 
decision to expel 14 of their members 
who are drivers from Hazell Transport, 
in Newport, one of the main firms org- 
‘anising the Scab convoys. 


have continued to blockade the import 
of coal. On 9 July the TGWU called a 
national dockworkers strike after the 
unloading of iron ore by scab labour at 
Immingham near Scunthorpe for use by 
the British Steel Corporation. The 
length of this strike could have a critical 
impact on the miners strike. 

‘At the same time the scab miners of 
Notts, three quarters of whomare work- 
ing, are in the process of forming, with 
the NCB's blessing, a breakaway union 
called Notts 84—whose leaders are re- 
portedly rushing to join the SDP/Libe- 
ral Alliance. The Notts scabs have r 
ceived the fullbacking of thecourts, with 
the High Court even ruling that the 
NUM conference cquld not discuss the 
new disciplinary and expulsion rules 
which 
Mp 


Whilst the striking miners have contin- 
ved their bitter strugale for 4:4 months, 
the Labour MPs have hardly disturbed 
the tranquility of the House of Com- 
mons. Thatcher has faced no serious 
threat from a Labour opposition which 
she knows has not, with a few honour- 
able exceptions, supported the striking 
‘miners. Spineless windbag, Kinnock, 
hhas repeatedly called on Thatcher 10 
intervene in the strike —precisely what 
she and her blue-uniformed thugs have 
been doing all along? After the battle 
against police at Orgreave on 18 June, 
Kinnock said that the scenes there were 
horrifying, untypical and un-British’- 
No doubt like similar scenes in the Six 
Counties of Ireland. Kinnock knows 
that the miners’ strugale has gone 
beyond the realms of the traditional 
constitutional and useless methods so 
beloved by the leaders of the British 
labour movement. The left Labour 
MPs, whilst supporting the miners, will 
not push the Labour Party for open 
‘support as this would expose the vast 
rmumbers of scabs within its ranks. Thus 
‘Tony Benn withdrew a motion to the 
Labour Party NEC calling for national 
demonstrations in favour ofa vagueone 
calling for discussions with the NUM 
with the view to organising a joint 
national campaign against pit closures. 


Miners resistance — 
the lessons learned 


“gets of terrorism without the 
bullet and’ the bomb’. James 


‘Anderton, Chief Constable of 
Manchester, on mass pickets. 


‘The scale of state repression has forced 
the striking miners to go beyond legal, 
constitutional and peaceful methods of 
struggle. The ruling class, which has 
<denied the miners their basic democratic 
rights, has now begun accusing them of 
terrorism. The miners are learning the 


Miners build a barricade to stop the police charges 
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lessons which the Iish people and op- 
ppresed people througout the world, 
Fave learned —that they have no choice 
butto fight and tha they willbe branded | 


as criminals and terrorists when they do 
so. Theanger of striking miners, after 18 
‘weeks of police beatings, spying and har- 
assment, has reached boiling point. 
Police stations in Maltby, Goldthorpe 
and Hemsworth have been stoned and 
besieged. At Rossington Colliery (near 
Doneaster) an NCB van was set on fire 
and used as a barricade in order to 
besiege managers carrying out_ work 
against the wishes of the NUM. Similar 
attacks on NCB property took place in 
Fitzwilliam on the night of 9 July and 
were the result of anger against police 
provocation. Barricades have also been 
used at Orgreave to defend pickets from 
rampaging mobs of police. Prevented 
by police from talking to drivers in the 
convoys of scab lorries speeding into 
steelworks 100 ata time, miners have 
been forced to find other ways of stop- 
ping them. There has been a spate of 
sabotage and attacks on scab lorries and 
lorry depots in South Wales. 

‘The strike has gone way beyond the 
trade union structure as it has become 
‘more and more politicised. It has in~ 
yolved the whole mining community 
brushing aside deep traditions of preju- 
dice and chauvinism. The women of the 
mining communities have been the back- 
boneofthestrike, Apart fromtheorgan- 
‘sation of welfare and support groups, 
‘women have engaged in mass pickets, 
undertaken countrywide fundraising 


IRROCK/NTTWORK 


‘and speaking tours. So desperate hasthe 
stale become that a London printer 
taking food up to Notts mining villages 
was beaten up by police. Others 
collecting food and money for the min- 
ershave been threatened with arrest,and 
arrested in some cases, in order to stop 
support for the strike. The strength of 
the women has, however, defeated these 
ploys of theruling class:they play equal, 
and frequently leading roles in the org- 
anisation of the struggle. ‘I've seen the 
change coming for years; but the last 
few weeks have scen it at its best. IF we 
have arguments at home now, it’s about 
‘who's goingon the picket line and who’s 
going to babysit’. (Miners wife speaking 
at Barnsley rally of women’s support 
groups on 12 May.) 


SCOTLAND 


very 

ast—the children blocked the road 
[End threw paint on to the windscreen: 
immobilising one lorry. 


The miners are also having to learn 
how to defend themselves against the 
criminalisation tactics of the police and 
courts. Day after day they have faced 
illegal arrests and road blocks, magis- 
trates courts which impose blanket bail 
conditions, curfews, bindoversandeven 
imprisonment. They have had to learn 
the hard way that duty solicitors are 
hand in glove with the police and the 
magistrates and that they aced lawyers 
who are willing to mount an effective 
challenge to the courts. The NUM has 
been painfully slow to provide the legal 
and political back-up vital if the miners 
are to defend their democratic rights., 


Police cordon in front of coke works at Orpreave 


FROM: THE MINERS UNION OF 
NICARAGUA AFFILIATED TO THE 
|SANDINISTA WORKERS’ 
CONFEDERATION 

To; BROTHER MINERS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN 

Dear Comrades, 

A revolutionary Sandinista greeting] 
ftom the mineworkers of Nicaragua! 

“Through this letter we, the miners of 
Nicaragua, would like to assure you of 
four solidarity with the struggle you are| 
waging In your country to win trade 
tunion democracy to sustain your 
Struggle without your rights being 
suppressed 

‘Brothers, we would like totell you not 
to lose heart; right and reason will Win 
through when there is @ willpower as 
strong as yours. 

We know you are confronting] 
reactionaries, conservatives and right- 
wingers led by the IRON WOMAN — 
MARGARET THATCHER—but your 
struggle Is just, and being just will win, 
35 the old reactionary structures of 
capitalism are swept away by the] 
Incontainable force of the revolutionary 
and progressive ideas of the organised 
‘and conscious working class, quided by 
the best sons of the proletariat 

Forward, Brother British Miners! Your 
brother miners in Nicaragua support 
‘your just struggle, a struggle which will 
be long, cruel and full ot sacrifices, but 
we say to you, brothers: 

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 
VICTORY IS CERTAIN. 
"FREE COUNTRY OR DEATH 


signed ENOC CASTELLON 
{or the Union of Mineworkers ‘Pedro 
Roque V. El Limon Mine, Nicaragua 


For example the police road blocks 
which have been instrumental in keep 
ing the Notts coalfield working have, as 
yet, no legal basis. Yorkshire NUM has, 
at last, after 17 weeks, begun to chal- 
lenge the illegal road blocks in the High 
Court, The opportunity of building a 
massive campaign against such police 
tacties has been missed, with damaging 
consequences for the strike, Some min 
ers have already spent time in prison — 
‘and many others will do so, It is vital 
that they are defended. 

It is no coincidence that as the battle 
between the state and miners has in- 
tensified, both sides have increasingly 
drawn comparisons with Ireland, The 
NUM newspaper The Miner headlined 
its story of police terror in Notts ‘Belfast 
comes to Biidworth’. Arthur Scargill 
hhas ssid ‘the Northern Ireland situation. 
hhas been brought (0 the picket lines with 
the police wearing riot gear’. For the 
ruling class, the sight of miners building, 
barricades and hurling bricks has raised 
the spectre of Ireland. After the attack 
con Kinsley Drift colliery the NCB said it 
‘was ‘just like Northern Ireland’. A 
policeman patrolling Shirebrook in 
‘North Derbyshire where scabs are being 
encouraged to return to work said toa 
reporter: ‘I hope this is as close as lever: 
‘get to patrolling the streets of Northern, 
Ireland.’ Whilst before the strike most 
miners would have rejected any compa 
rison between their struggle and that of 
the Irish people, the reality of state rep- 
ression during the strike is increasingly 
forcing them to draw the connection. 
‘As one miner said to a black FRF1.com~ 
rade; ‘We've all got to get together— 
‘you, the miners and the Irish, 10 stop 
this country in its tracks.” 


Victory to the miners 


Olivia Adamson, David Ri 
‘Maxine Williams 


David Kitson 


defiant and 
free after 
20 years in 
apartheid 
gaols 


FREI: What was the political, back- 
‘ground (o your arrest and trial? What 
was the situation in South Africa, what 
was the slate of the politcal sragale at 
the time? 
DK: Onemust go back to before 1960. 
‘The Treason Trial, which had 156 acc= 
used, came to an end with success for 
the defendants and this released a surge 
ff energy upon the South African scene 
All these people got moving again. The 
passing ampasen 100k place ed 
3 Chief Luthuli and this culminated in 
demonstrations all over the country, in 
particular with the shootings at Sharpe- 
Yilleofficially 68 people killed, and 
more than 100 wounded — and of course 
there were similar demonstrations in 
other paris of the country, for instance 
in Langa near Cape Town I believe 11 
people were killed. A state of emergency 
Iwas declared, the army vas called out 
‘They banned all the organisations in 
South Africa which were opposed to the 
tulle of apartheid and drove them either 
‘ut of existence or underground. 

‘Now the ANC bad played really a 
non-violent role int=South African 
affairs until then. As you might remem- 
ber, Chief Luthuit was awarded the No- 
bel Peace Prize. But after March 1960 
really they were now outlawed s0 there 
Wasalong period of dscussonin which 
lot of people participated ~ the people 
inthe movement ~and they came to the 
conclusion that there was no alternative 
To armed conflict. And so Umkbonto 
‘we Sizwe was set up. Its first action took 
place on 16 December 1960, with an ex- 
losion going off and a lot of people 
ulting up posters throughout Johan- 
nesburg and other places announcing its 
formation. 

{myself wasn’t involved in Umkhon- 
to then. T was a member of the Com- 
‘munist Party organisation which sup- 
ported these activities, and engaged in 
the usual sort of illegal political activity 
which was current atthe time. Iwas ask- 
ed to volunteer for Umkhonio and did 
$0. This was because of miy technical 
Knowledgeasa mechanical engineer and 
tus former sapper in the South African 
‘Army during the second world war. 
‘After that one thing led to another, unt 
{wound up on the national high com- 
mand, 


imprisonment 


FREI: Affer your trial you became a 
prisoner of the South African regime. 
Were you allowed 10 mix with other pri- 
soners? 

DK: Well, not for the first few days. 
‘But that was just before I was classified. 
‘They had a system of classification. 1 
‘was placed in common with all the other 
‘white political prisoners in this gaol in 
the bottom classification namely D 
‘group. So there was always a group of 
White male political prisoners held 
Together. We were held separate from 
prisoners of other races and, of course, 
Separate from the female prisoners 


‘There were about 24 political prison- 
ers of different political persuasions, 
either liberal or left, and some more left 
than the others. But we formed a single 
community and we decided that what 
happened before was secondary to what 
‘was happening to us now. We decided 
to look after each other. We appointed 
committee. This first committee con- 
sisted of three communists, and 1 was 
made the chairman of the committee. 
OF course the reason why we were ele 
ted was that the overwhelming number 
Of prisoners were communist. You 


We welcome David Kitson who came to Britain on 20 June after 


PAUL MATTSON 


release from an apartheid gaol. David Kitson spent over 20 years in 
prison because of his stand against apartheid. He has pledged to. 
continue that struggle until liberation. Below we print extracts from 
an interview which he gave to FRFI. 


‘could be on it for 2 years, after that you 
hhad to stand down for a year, and this, 
‘meant that there was a rotation so that a 
Tittle clique couldn’t seize hold of it 


FREI: What effect did you have on 
the prison regime initially? 

Dk: Well one would more likely say 
what effect they had on us, because they 
hhad decided to hold usincommunicado. 

‘They decided to treat us fairly harshly. 
Whenever any warder shouted or bent 
the regulations a little we would have a 
discussion about it and take some action 
against it. For instance, at first we were 
held in our cells all day and allowed out 
for half an hour in the morning, half an 
hour in the afternoon, during which 
time we had to shave or shower or what- 
ever. So one of the prisoners who had 
been there longer than the rest of 
uus—went in to see the officer comman- 
ding and he immediately instituted extra 
‘opening of the cells so we could shower 
‘and so on early in the morning. 

But it went on all the time, and grad- 
ually we became notorious throughout 
the prison system and they couldn’t get 
warders to come and work with us be- 
cause it would blight their careers, you 
see, because these complaints would go 
onto their files. 


FRFI: Was D group aparticular class- 
ification or applied only to political pri- 
soners? 

DK: No. It applied to everybody. But 
in general at that time D group was just 
for people who had committed offences 
in gaol, like trying to escape or getting 
engaged in a fight with a warder. In 
other words, it was 4 punishment cate- 
gory within the gaol. Bur they made an 
exception in our case and put us all init 
‘And that meant that I was allowed one 
letter every 6 months and to send 1, and | 
allowed one visit every 6 months from 
person for half an hour, 

‘After we had been in prison for about 
‘a year we were moved into the Central 
Prison that was for long-term prisoners 
and recidivists, people with records. Ic 
‘was a high security prison. The other 
prisoners in a way cherished us because 
although they were offenders against 
the society instead of the state, never- 
theless they were against the govern- 
‘ment because of the way they had been 
treated, 

If Umikhonto we Sizwe blew up some- 
thing they quite fancied that and so they 
tended tolookafter us, and of course we 
hhad an effect upon them. This caused 
the policy of the department to crystal- 
fise and we were shifted back to Pretoria 
Local prison while they built a new pri- 
son specially for us. Then 4 vears after 
iy initial gaoling we were shifted to this 
ew prison where we remained for 
about 10 years before anything happen- 
ed. Their policy initially was not to pro- 
‘mote usto the top group. that istosay A 


group, until the last 6 months of our 
imprisonment, but we made such a con 
tinuous uproar about that in every pos- 
sible direction that we were all pro- 
moted on the same day to A group re- 
‘gardless of our previous prison record 
or our behaviour in prison. Then, we 
‘were entitled to the maximum number 
of visits, the maximum number of let- 
ters, and were allowed to buy groceries 
and’so on, Life became rather easier. 


‘On the condition of 
women prisoners 


‘The women have a harder time than the 
men, and their conditions are worse. I'll 
gave you an example of what's hap- 
pening currently. A husband and wife 
are awaiting-rial prisoners 
remand]. Their trial is going to start in 
‘August. They are having meetings with 
their lawyer, and they both go to these 
meetings. The Inusband comes back to 
prison and has a cup of tea with his war- 
der, but his wife goes back to the 
women’s prison and sheis stripped com- 
pletely, made to lie on a table, has to 
‘Open her legs to undergo an internal 
search. It's nonsense you know, they're 
surrounded by warders all the time 
when they meet with their lawyer. The 
wife is dealt with ina worse manner than 
her husband, And that's just one exam- 
ple of what goes on all the time with the 
women. 


On the current situation in 
South Africa 


FRFI: You spent 5 weeks in South 
‘Africa after your release. Could you tell 
lus your impressions of the new move- 
ments which have emerged there? 
DK: Certainly. [don’t know that they 
are so much ‘new’ as a rejuvenation. 
Immediately after my release a young 
chap came and collected me and took 
me around and introduced me to many 
young people who are deeply involved 
in the movement, and are leading it to 
some extent, and some of the old peo- 
ple, They described to me what was 
going on and I visited their premises. I 
atlended meetings, and realy & tremen- 
dous campaign if developing in South 
Africa at the moment. They tell me it 
started about 18 months ago. And you 
now have a Jot of young people who 
don’t giveadamn for the consequences. 
They're going to do their best (0 protest 
against thenew constitutional proposals 
for instance. Thereis an organisation in 
‘South Africa known asthe United Dem- 
cratic Front and it is sweeping the 
country*there’s no doubt about that. 
‘On Sunday 16 June when I was stil in 
Johannesburg, in Johannesburg alone 
\there were 10 public meetings to com- 
‘memorate the Soweto uprising and all 
‘over the place there were posters stuck 


up by supporters of the UDF. Wherever 
‘you went you saw these posters oppos- 
ing the constitution and calling on peo- 
pletosupport the petition. They aretry- 
ing to get a million signatures of people 
who oppose the new constitutional pro 
posals. 

was told that so far as students and 
schoolchildren are concerned, there is a 
lot of activity on the go and they are all 
very energetic. 

‘And there’s a lot of activity on the 
trade union front, not only just for the 

provement of living conditions of the 
trade union members, but also in South 
Africa there's a compietely different sit- 
uation from here, where the trade union 
movement has ts niche. In South Africa 
blacks have no say in the political pro- 
cess, and some trade unions realise that 
they must give voice to the political fee!- 
ings of their members as well. So they 
cenigage in political activity such as sup~ 
port for the UDF. 


Solidarity in Britain 


FREI: What would you look for in 
terms of solidarity in Britain? 

DK: We would call for support of 
course for the ANC and SWAPO and 
for the UDFand Release Nelson Mand- 
ela campaign. There are Release Mand- 
ela Committees all over the country, 
oo. They are also very active, And 
support for the activities of SAAWU, 
which is the South African Allied 
Workers Union. 


FREI: What effect did the activities of 
the solidarity movement in Britain have 
‘on your struggle in South Africa and in 
‘particular haw did itaffect you as polit- 
‘cal prisoners? 

DK: Well, of course there were conti- 
nual calls for my release. There was con- 
tinued interest and pressure from Bri 

tain, which meant that they had to be 

‘more careful in their dealings with us 
than with other prisoners who were for- 
gotten completely by the whole of socie- 
ty. And I think it also had an effect in 
the improvement of our conditions of 
imprisonment — latterly the activities of 
the City Group in particular. We were 
shifted to the condemned section at the 
‘beginning of 1980. They were rebuilding 
the prison we were in and, well, we just 
tended to languish there, The activities 
in Britain certainly helped. 


FREI: So the 86-day picket did have 
an effect... 

DK: That is right. A high prison offi- 
cial told me that we had been moved 6 
months earlier than they had intended, 
but 6 months later than we should have 
been moved, according to him. Soit had 
an effect. And it certainly had a tremen- 
dous effect on our morale. Certainly 
amongst the prisoners, I found un- 
aminous praise for such activities. 


The prisoners knew about it, 
y?H was all in the newspapers? 
DK: Oh yes, well, we were getting 
‘newspapers then. South African papers 
are very sensitive about what goes on in 
other parts of the world conceming 
‘South Africa so they used to report this, 
and we used to follow it. 

You know, they used fo sob tears for 
poor old Marais Steyn! (South African 
‘Ambassador to Britain at the time of the 
‘86 day picket in 1982] There is no doubt 
it was very encouraging for us, Of 
course, you people didn’t start the cam- 
paign, we did, in gaol. We didn’t like 
where we were and started to press for 
our removal. When there is simultan- 
‘cous pressure outside that is a great 
help. It certainly had an effect on our 
removal back to a more modern prison, 
‘@ more comfortable prison designed for 
Tong-termers, and certainly in my case 1 
couldn't have faced another winter in 
the condemned section. It was dreadful 
there. 


| 

FRFI: You attended the picket out- 

side South Africa House last week. 

What were your impressions? 
DK: It was a very inspiring moment 
forme and Ithinkit's great that the City 
Group should be involving a wide sec- 
tion of the British population in activi 
ties which are really in support af the 
anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa. 
Tunderstand many Labour councillors 
are going to get arrested shortly. 1 
think that sort of involvement is ex- 
cellent. 1 hope it spreads to all sections 
of the British labour movement. 

| 


FREI: Undoubtedly the struggle 
‘against apartheid and the support of the 
solidarity movement in South Africa 
hhas 20% tied up now with the struggle for 
democratic rights in Britain. 

DK: Since my carly daysit was always 


Apartheid Murder 


(On 28 June, Mrs Jeanette Schoon and 
her sixyearolddaughter, Katryn, werein- 
stantly killed by a parcel bomb at their 
home in Lubango, Angola. Jeanette Sch- 
‘oon was an active SACTU (South Ar 
jean Congress of Trade Unions) and 
ANG member, who together with her 
{amily was forced to leave South Africa 
in 1977 In order to continue their ight 
against apartheid free from the con- 
slant harassment and threats of the fas- 
cist South African security police. Her 
husband, Marius Schoon, and young 
on were not at home when the parce: 
bomb went off. Jeanette Schoon snc 
her daughter are the latest victims of 
‘apartheid terrorism. The racist apar- 
theid regime was also responsible for 
the murder by parcel bomb of Ruth 

in 1982, the murder of Joe Gqab, shot 
down in the streets of Zimbabwe, anc 
many other ANC members and citizens 
‘of Angola and Mozambique in their mur 
<derous raids on the Front Line states. it 
is these barbarous acts of terrorism 
which the British State and its police 
protect when they arrest people outside 
the South African Embassy for ‘im- 
palring its peace and dignity’. 

THE MURDER OF JEANETTE AND 
KATRYN SCHOON SHALL SURELY BE 
AVENGED! 

Ruby Khan 


Apartheid’s new 


The South Alrican regime is offering a 
new plan for withdrawal from Namibia. 
South Alfica is saying It wil withdraw 
{rom Namibiaif one or more of the Wes- 
tem Contact Group nations will take 
cover Namibia's administration and det- 
fence. This plan was initiated with US 
Collaboration, and is tlly eupported by 
Britain 

This outrageous that South Arica 
should propose that Namibia remain a 
Colony “under yet another colonial 
ower. The people of Namibia will not 
‘2ccopt this They will continue to polit- 
cally resist colonialism and SWAPO will 
Continue to fight back against the occ- 
‘Upying regime. 

Tt is because SWAPO Is 60 success. 
{ulinits ight back that South Atica has 
had to offer this propasal for withéraw. 
a. The legal occupation of Namibia is 
costing South Africa over $1,000,000 
say. During February and March stone 
the Peoples Liberation Army of Namibia 
(PLAN) dealt several extremly heavy 
blows against the occupying force, 
killing over 45 enemy soldiers and 
capturing large smounts of arms and 
equipment. Six enemy soldiers. were 
Killed when PLAN combatants were 
attacked by an enemy unit at Omutiya 
Five enemy trucks were destroyed and 7 
troops killed at Onamihongo. Odimba 
PLAN combatants ambushed an enemy 
convoy kiling 15 soldiers and destroy- 
ing 2 tucks. 

Noma Langa 


SS 
recognised that the British people 
couldn’t really be free themselves while 
the Empire existed, and jt sort of works 
both ways, doesn’t it? 


FREI: When Botha came to Britain to 
visit Thatcher, itappears that some kind 
of agreement about pickets outside the 
South African Embassy was made, that 
the pressure of non-stop pickets outside 
the embassy would be removed from the 
embassy. And it looks as though this Is 
the reason why the pickets are now ban- 
ned. Do you think it’s right to fight to 
get back on that pavement ‘outside 
South Africa House? 

DK: I'm quite sure that if Mrs That- 
cher had her way, all support for the 
‘ANCand the ANC itself in this country 
‘would be shut down. And itis the fight 
of the people which is preventing her. 

‘And the British have engaged in such 
fights for many years. You know, atthe 
beginning of the 19th century there was 
a newspaper, called the Poor Man’s, 
Guardian, which violated the Stamp 
‘Act which wasa device intended to only 
let the upper classes read newspapers 

And some people who sold the Poor 
‘Man’s Guardian in violation of the law 
‘went to gaol for a total of 10 years. But 
in the end the Stamp Act was destroyed 
and everybody read the Rights of Man. 

‘The British people always had to strug- 
ale like that. And this is certainly an en~ 
‘croachment upon their right so demon- 
stration, which isa hard-earned right. It 
‘wasn’t just given to them. Of course it 
‘hasn't been settled yet, We'rz not sure 
what the law is. Maybe we shall succeed 
in the courts. 
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continued from page 1 
they are Corrie MeClean, Peter Leon- 
ard, Eddie Abrahams, Anthony Clav- 
ane and Juliet Richemont. A test case 10 
challenge the police ban will be heard on 
23 July at Bow Street Court. 


Police intimidation 


The police put on a massive show of 
force each Friday evening in an attempt 
to intimidate the picketers. There are 
coaches loaded with police and black 
prison vans parked round every corner. 
They surround the embassy with bar- 
riers and police officers yet picketers 
still cross the road, appear out of 
subways, and jump off busesin order 10 
picket on the pavement 

"The police have now stepped up their 
intimidation. Every week at 7.30pm the 
picket moves from Trafalgar Square to 
the police station where arrested pic 
eters are held and carries on the dem- 
onstration until everyone is releas- 
ed, Ten days ago, at Albany Street 
police station, the police viciously 
allacked the protestors when they were 
leaving to gohome. 4people were arres- 
ted, 2 people were charged, and {wo 
black people were injured as the police 
dragged them 100 yards along the road 
to the police station. Needless to say, 
everyone stayed outside the police 
station until the 4 were released. 


Protecting the terrorist embassy 


‘The police haveclaimed that the ban has 
been imposed to protect the ‘peace and 
dignity” of the embassy and toovercome 
‘inconsistency" in policing of the dem- 
‘onstrations. In truth the only consistent 
thing they have done is to, protect the 
‘embassy, apartheid and its British back- 
rs. Over the years the embassy has been 


The Paveme 


JACKY S: 

"Then they started on me, coz | was 

black, I think. They poked fun and called 

me names. | was called a “nigger” and 

they put on what they thought were 

| "Black accents” and said I should be 

| deported... be back on the pickat 
because | refuse to be intimidated by the 

strong arm tactics that the police have 

‘adopted. The PAVEMENT IS OURS AND 

| WE SHALL NOT BE MOVED” 


| exposed as a nest of spies, involved in 
arms smuggling, burgling and bombing 
liberation movement and AM offices 
in London. This is the embassy of ares- 
ime which sends parcel bombs to ANC 
exiles, murdering women and children 
like Jeanette Schoon and her six year old 
daughter. A few weeks ago 4 people, 
supported by the terrorist embassy, who 
jere due to stand trial for arms 
smuggling in Britain, were allowed (0 
return to South Africa. 

‘The ban of pickets is 2 political ban, 
as evidenced by the massive show of 
force on display every Friday night. 
Prime Minister Botha came to Britain to 
argue that the ANC, SWAPO and their 
supporters should be silenced in Britain 
He did not get the agreement he would 
have liked because Thatcher is not in 
position yet 10 openly attack the ke 
mate activities of the ANC, SWAPO 
and their supporters. However, the laws 
which will be required for this are 
already being prepared with the recent 
extension of the Prevention of Terror- 
ism Act to cover all liberation mave- 
‘ments and the Police Bill which serio 
Ay limits democratic rights. 

In this context the ban on pickets 
should not be underestimated. Militant 
pickets have been a thorn in the side of 
| the embassy and the apartheid regime 


Frame-up exposed 


On Thursday 12 July, City AA scored a victory against the Cannon 
Row police who have been responsible for 137 arrests outside the 
South African embassy. City AA’s joint secretary and FRFI supporter 
‘Andy Higginbottom had charges of assaulting a police officer 


dismissed. 

‘Andy was arrested on 4 March alter 
speaking on behalf of City AA at a 
Youth CND rally in Trafalgar Square. 
The police claimed that Andy was 
stopped as they suspected him of being a 
thief on the grounds that he appeared to 
bea vagrant (ienat dressed in police uni 
form) yet he was carrying a brand new, 
‘bag! Andy allegedly punched a police 
officer shouting ‘that’s for you 
fascists’. 

Even the magistrate could not swal- 
low these lies designed to cover up con- 
sistent police political harassment of 
ity AA supporters. He was compelled 
to recognise that the police were making 
unprovoked arrests. He dismissed the 
case and awarded £517 costs against the 
police, Concerned that Cannon Row 
police may be somewhat out of control 
the magistrate instructed the superin- 
tendent there 10 advise his officers to. 

have in a more circumspect manner| 


with members of the public? 

This police attempt to intimidate and 
criminalise political activists failed be- 
cause of the organised fightback! This 
will not be our last victory? 


NO TO BOTHA DEFENCE 
CAMPAIGN 


‘A‘No To Botha Defence Campaign’ has 
een formad to defend 17 of the 28 
people arrested on the Saturday 2 June 
‘Anti-Apartheid demonstration against 
Botha’s vit to Britain. The arrests 
took place when the police violently 
attacked a largely black section of the 
march led by a Caribbean Times lorry. 
Many of those arrested have been 
charged with obstruction, threstening 
‘behaviour and other similar offences. 


Jn their petition demanding tha! 


‘The charges a 
on June 2nd No. to 
‘demonstration be dropped, that the 
Tight to domonstrate peacefully 
public be preserved, and that 
‘avernment links with and support of 


the apartheid regime of South Attica 
be stopped 


Recognising the common nature of 
their campaigns, the No To Botha 
Defence Campaign and the South 
African Embassy Picket Campaign 1984 
‘are working together to defend the ight 
to demonstrate. 


‘The fist trials of detendants, have ab 
ready taken place. The courts, collab- 
‘rating with the police, found two 
people guilty and gave one e fine of £50 
‘and the other 8 one year conditional 
discharge. The campaign however 
Ccontinuss. For further information write 
tothe NTBDC, clo Southall Law Centre, 
+14 Featherstone Road, Southall, Middx. 
Or phone 5742424 
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1. Two black picketers were dragged 
‘along the road by the police to Albany 
‘Street police station 

2. Police protecting the terrorist South 
‘Arica Embassy every Friday night 

3. More than 200 people join the picket 
jn Duncannon Street every week 


for along time. This was reinforced by 
David Kitson on his release from gaol 
(see interview page 3) when be sai that 
the 86 day picket outside the embassy in 
| 1982 forced the regime to move the pris- 

toners to better conditions six months 
before it was intended. 

‘Over the last two yearsthe police have 
| made many attempts to criminalise the 

City of London Anti-Apartheid Group 
picketers outside the embassy -more 
than 30 people have been taken to court 
and the vast majority have been found 
‘ot guilly. The most recent evidence of 
this were the frame-up assault charges 
against Andy Higginbottom (see 
below). The ban on pickets is the latest 
and most serious attempt by the police 
and the British state to put an end tothis, 
thorn in the side of apartheid 


Fighting apartheid 
The AAM leadership has paid’ scant 
attention to the seriousness of this 
police action and thinks that it can 
| prevent the ban by secret negotiations 
with the police. In reality, if it had not 
been for the Friday night pickets, the 


police were altempting such a ban. The 
British state and police have shown 
themselves o be very determined to stop 
the pickets ~there have been 137 arrests 
‘and, so far, five imprisonmentsto prove 
it, The police must be met with an 
equally determined campaign to stop 
them from getting away with it 

nan attempt to minimise the import 
ance of the campaign, Cate Clarke, 
‘Campaigns Organiser for the AAM, is 
quoted in the Guardian (15 July) saying. 
that the ban is not a result of the 
| Thatcher Botha talks. Thisisnot only at 

variance with the facts, but is an under- 
hand attack on those defending the 
ight of effective protest against 
apartheid in Britain. If the police and 
the British state are allowed to win a 
victory by banning the protests outside 
the embassy, they will not stop at that. 

‘There can beno doubt that if Thatch- 
cer could get away with banning the ANC 
and all anti-apartheid protests now, 
then jt would be done. During the 1970s 
the British state created the apparatusto 
ccrush opposition to British imperialism 
through its experience in Ireland. 
‘Today, the determination of the British 


that beat up the miners, that intimidate 
Irish people, that sssauit and harass 
black people, the British police who 
‘wield their truncheons in defence of the 


between Britain and South Attica and 
you start to see what imperialism Is 
‘When you start looking in this way 
ike being arrested, there's no going 
back’. 


nt is Ours! 


public would not have known that the | 


| _8- mA. 

| 4, Conte McClean being arrested on 13 
July for the fifth time. She is now. 
imprisoned in Holloway gaol until the 
trial on 23 July 

. The police arresting one of the 
pickaters. The policeman poses for the 
‘cameraman. 


state to smash the miners, cripple any 
trade union militancy, and intimidate 
peace protestors by the use of police 
brutality, the courts and a whole array 
of laws,is plain forall 10see. Thatcheris 
also creating the climate to attack anti- 
apartheid demonstrations —the ban on 
pickets is just the start 


| ig British imperialism 


| Comrade Oliver Tambo, President of 
the ANC recently spoke in London call- 
ing for increased mobilisation against 
apartheid in Britain —‘We want action, 
not chetoric’, he said. Andimba Toive 
Ya Toivo of SWAPO, recently released 
after 17 years in apartheid gaols, told 
the AAM National Convention that the 
enemy of the people in Britain which is 
Creating unemployment, cutting the 
welfare stale and attacking black people 
is the same enemy that the Namibian 
people are fighting. FRFI said, afterthe 
2 June national demonstration, that we 
need to step up the fight against apart- 
hid. The pickets outside South Africa 
| House are part of that fightback 
The striking miners have found that 
in order to protect their jobs they are 
‘brought into direct confrontation with 
the British police who are protecting the 
interests ofthe British state and British 
8. All those who fight now for 
ie rights in Britain will come 
top against the “strong arm of the law’ 
| Protestors against apartheid face these 
same police and their bullying tactics, 
because British imperialism is deter- 
‘ined to protect its interests in South 
Africa. Today, fighting apartheid 
‘means in every practical sense, 10 fight 
British imperialism, 


Release the Embassy 5! 
Defend the right to demonstrate! 
Drop the charges now! 

End British collaboration with 
apartheid! 


FAULMANTSON. 


‘We are prepared 10 be arrested and 
accept the consequences of it: 
imprisonment, ob loss, wage loss, 
‘esteem of prospective employers lost, 
‘and being separated from our families. 
‘Tome it seems the fastest way to shake 
the people who are sitting on the fence 
and saying we are right but afraid to join 
1, inte realising that an injury to one y is 
is an injury to all’ 


PAUL MATTSSON 


FALSE START FOR 
ZOLA 


lon 6 June 20 City AA and FRFI activists 
disrupted the start of a 9000m race in 
which Zola Budd was running. We stood 
up in the stands displaying the City 
(Group banner and placards chanting] 
"Zola Budd runs free, Nelson Mandela in 
captivity!" 

Zola Budd has been granted British 
citizenship in order to evade the boycott 
fon South African participation in this 
year’s Olympics. Meanwhile millions of 
black South Africans lose their cit 
zenzhip through forced removals and in 
Britain hundreds of people are deported 
Jevery month under racist immigration 

relationship be, 


again exposed. 
‘An alliance of police and security 
people moved in quickly to silence us, 
Their afforts at reasonableness (you've. 
rnow-sit-down) rapidly and} 


first! Ruby's wrist was twisted and 
when another woman called out the 
police numbers she too was seized. 
‘As we ware forcefully ‘escorted’ out, 
we called out to peopie to witness the 
police collaboration with apartheid. The 
police were thrown off thelr uard by our| 
Jorganised resistance to their harass- 
ment and released us without charge. 
ola Budd runs for apartheld. Her Bi 
ish origins are irrelevant. Our actions| 
challenge British people to recognise 
that Zola is a pavin in the manoeuvring 
lof a sophisticated public relations| 
machine designed to pretty apartheid. 
Politics is in sport, like it or not, and we) 
shall continue to fight to expos 
partheld's ambassadors on the track 
and elsewhere, 


Isobel 


Fignt Racism 


Self defence 
is no offence 
Defend the 
Newham 7 


‘Seven Asian youth trom Newham face 

charges for de- 
fending themselves and their commun- 
ity from racist attacks. On Saturday 7 
April there were a series of racist 
attacks on Asian people in the Upton 
Park and Forest Gate areas of Newham. 
‘These included a particularly vicious 


immediately’ and arrested the 
Aslan youth. Over the next week the 
police arrested more Asian youth. Five 
Of the seven arrested had to spend 


‘The youth are determined to fight- 
back In defence of the Newham 7. For 
{further information contact Newham 
Youth Movement, clo PO Box 273, 
eee Gee, Led, £7 phone 0 
8151] ‘ 


Stop the threatened deportation of 
Viraj Mendis to Sri Lanka 


HERE TO STAY 
HERE TO FIGHT 


Viraj Mendis (otherwise known as Malik) has lived in Manchester for 11 
years and is now settled here. As an FRFI supporterhe has been actively 
involved in anti-imperialist campaigns and against all immigration con- 
trols, and has worked consistently with Manchester Irish Solidarity 
Committee (MISC) since its formation. 


Deportation threat 


(On 23 May he was visited by two plain 
clothes police who demanded his pass- 
port. He was interviewed at Bootle 
Street police station two days later and 
his passport was confiscated. We are 
now seriously concerned that he will be 
deported. 

‘Viraj came to Britain at the age of 17 
to continue his studies. In 1975, due to 
shortage of money he had fo leave his 
studies and work as a labourer; as a 
result he could not renew his student 
visa. 814 years later, the Home Office 
decided to take action against him. 


Immigration controls are 
racist 
Approximately $0 Black people are 


KINNOCK ATTACKS 
BLACK SECTIONS 


Black Labour Party members attempting to form black sections to 
combat racism within the Party are being attacked by the racist 
Labour leadership. Just before the 300 strong first National 
Conference of Black Sections of the Labour Party, Neil Kinnock, Roy 
Hattersley and Gerald Kaufman launched a concerted attack against 
black sections. They denounced the idea as ‘divisive’ and 


‘serving the continued festering of racist 
displaying racist chauvinism rejected an 
that black sections were really about ‘six 


conference and sai 
- fanatics’. 

‘This response is not surprising. The 
Labour leadership is happy to use black 
‘members to capture black working class 
voles, but refuses to recognise the right 
Gf black people to organise against 
racism in the Labour Party where they 
are denied any meaningful. poli 

role, Given Labour's racist record, the 
fast thing the leadership wants is’ any 
organised force of black people 
exposing it. In government, the LP 
introduced the 1968 Immigration Act 
which removed the right of British pass- 
port holders to enter Britain unless they 
‘were white, In 1974-1979 they implem- 
ented the 1971 Immigration Act, used 
disgusting ‘virginity tests and em- 
ployed the police to carry out bianket 
faids of factories and restaurants in 
searches for ‘illegal immigrants”. The 
1979 Labour Government was respon- 
sible for using 5,000 police o defend an 
[NF meeting in Southall where they laun- 
ced a massive attack on black people, 
arresting 800, injuring 1000 and killing 
Blair Peach. Within the LP, black peo- 
ple have been suspended or expelled for 
challenging racism. James Hunt, 
black councillor from the West Mid- 
lands, who opened the Birmingham 
conference, was suspended for just say- 


tudes’. Hattersley, 
tion to address the 


ing there were racists in the LP. In 
London Dr Zafar Malik was expelled 
from the party when he exposed Hoe LP 
branch’s refusal to admit black mem- 
bers. 

‘Al the Birmingham conference black 
LP members made clear that they would 
not bow (@ the leadership. A speaker 
declared, ‘Neil Kinnock may not Hke il, 
Roy Hattersley may not like it, Gerald 
Kaufmann may not like it, but I have 
‘news for them. Black sections are here 
tostay’. 

Tn the fight against racism, black 
people have a right £0 organise in what- 
ever way they see fit. The Labour lead- 
cexship's opposition to black sections isa 
reflection of the opportunists" fear and 
contempt for the self-organisation of 
the oppressed, and is filthy concession 
to the racists within the LP- Whilst rec- 
‘ognising that the vast majority 0 
people can have no faith 
‘and imperialist Labour Party and that 
any effective struggle against racism 
within it must lead to a direct strugsle 
against the LP itself, FRFI condemns 
those who are seeking to prevent black 
people organising themselves in the 
Labour Party 


Ken Hughes 


deported from this country every week. 
British immigration controls are an at- 
tack solely on the rights of Black people. 
This is clearly exposed by the granting 
of citizenship within 10 days to Zola 
Budd, 2 product of the white South 
African regime; whereas Viraj, resident 
for 11 years and an active supporter of 
anti-racist campaigns, is threatened 
with deportation. 


Sri Lanka 


The Sri Lankan President who visited 
Britain recently is the leader of an ex- 
treme right wing regime backed by Bri 
tain and the US which has launched gen- 
‘ocidal attacks on the minority Tamil 
people and which is now imposing 


vicious repression on all progressives. 
Recently the Sri Lankan government 
stated their intention 10 deny entry to 
Dave Nellist, a Labour MP on a visit to 
investigate Human Righls violations. 

Viraj says “Iam totally opposed to the 
‘Sri Lankan regime that brutalises the 
Tamil people’. His deportation to Sri 
Lanka by British government isin effect 
handing over a political activist that 
they do not want, to be dealt with by a 
repressive British-backed government 

‘A defence campaign has been estab- 
lished on an open democratic basis to 
secure the right of Viraj Mendis to stay 
in Britain. The first committee meeting 
was very successful and attended by 
cover 40 people. Wide support is being 
built up with affiliations from many 
organisations. Thousands have already 
signed the campaign petition including 
Arthur Scargill, Sid Vincent (NUM), 
‘Anwar Ditta, Ken Livingstone and Paul 
Boateng (GLC), Eddie Newman and 
Barry Seal (MEPs), Bob Litherland, 
Tony Benn, Joan Maynard, Lewis 
Carter-Jones, Bob McTaggart, Chris 
Smith, Dennis Canayan, Harry Cohen, 
‘Max Madden (all MPs), Graham Strin- 
ger (leader Manchester City Council), 
Trevor McDonald (ITN Newscaster). 

‘The Home Office will be determined 
to speed Viraj’s deportation through, 
but this campaign can win! We urge all 
‘organisations and individuals to join us 
immediately and send donations (che- 
ques payable to VMDC), Organisations 
can affiliate to the VMDC for a fee of 
£5.00. 

For further information of the cam- 
paign’s activities, for leaflets, posters 
and petitions, write to VMDC c/o Box 
38, 434 Com Exchange Buildings, 
Hanging Ditch, Manchester M3 4BN or 

phone MANUS 061 273 5947 


BL WORKERS 
FIGHT RACISM 


A strike began on 25 May involving 300 Transport and General 
Workers Union members at British Leyland’s Longbridge plant. twas 
in response to the sacking of a black comrade, Zedekiah Mills, after 
he hit a foreman who provoked him with racist abuse. Zedekiah Mills 
stated ‘I feel it is disgraceful of the management to sack me. The man 


called me a “dirty black bastard’ 


management did nothing’. 
BL was obviously shocked by the solid- 
arity shown by Zedekiah’s comrades 
which stands in stark contrast to trade 
union leaders who are quite willing to 
allow racism to rear its ugly head in 
work places throughout the country. By 
Friday 8 June the strike was costing the 
company £10m. Yet the management 
sill refused 10 reinstate Zedekiah 
Mills. Despite numerous siatements 
from the workers the management in- 
sisted that foreman Brian Brassington 
id not use racial abuse. The manage- 
ment showed that they had no wish to 
ramped out of their plants, 
willing to lose millions of 
mands worth of production to keep 
Zedekiah sacked. 

By 9 June 16,500 men were laid off 
and the strike began to bite even more 


People spat in my face and the 


severely. However by 15 June the trans- 
port drivers’ strike ended with the union 
planning to ask for an investigation by 
the Commissin for Racial Equality and 
considering legal action for unfair 
dismissal. However it is obvious to sec 
that the strike has been defeated. The 
CRE is 2 tool of the state used 10 
chaniiel people's anger against racism 
into paperwork and bureaucracy and 
has achieved absolutely nothing to aid 
black people. As for taking the case to 
the legal courts, Zedekiah Mills stands 
little chance as the courts are blatantly 
anti-union and racist. However it must 
benoted that the workers fought racism 
at BL and the speed with which they 
took action is promising 


Anwar A 


U 


Josie Thomas — Victory! 


After a five year campaign against he 
Home Office, Josie Thomas has won her 
fight against deportation. The lw= 
‘gration Appeal Tribunal in London over 
tured a previous decision by a Leeds as 
judieatar that she should be deportes 
Grenada. It was the strength of the c 
paign in support of Josie that made ts 
Victory possible. Josie herself has sais 
‘Witholt the support ofall these peomte | 
would have cracked’. 

‘Josie, who tives with her family in Huse 
derstield, now joins other local people 
such as Jasinder Kaur, Hallmat Babar 
a, the Darrs and the Leong family ato 
have fought and won battles agsins: 
deportation. The jesson is clear. of 
anised campalgns which win public sup 
port can defeat the racist Home Office. 
David Jackson 
@ Cirus Noor— Home Office 
and prison authorities’ attack 
continues 


The Home Office and prison authorities 
are continuing thelr vicious campaign 
against Cirus Noor, a young black man, 
serving two years ‘and four months in 
Wandsworth prison. On 24 AprilCirus was 
forcibly glven modecate (a behaviour 
moditication drug). The next day tne 
Home Office claimed that Cirus had been 
Certified ‘mad’ under section 47 of the 
Mental Health Act. On 25 June three 
fiends visited Cirus. He was taking cem- 
idrin tablets on being told that he would 
suffer severe withdrawal symptoms from 
the modecate. The drug makes him 
drowsy. His memory |s affected and at 
times he cannot properly control his 
limbs. The prison isatterpting to transfer 
Girus to a mental. ‘hospital. \f they 
succeed he could be detained indefinitely. 

FF! urges all readers to protest fo the 
Home Office, Prison Department, 88 
Ecclestone Square, London, SW', and to 
‘send messages of Support fo Cinus Noor, 
1889620, HMP Wandsworth, PO Box 757, 
Heathfield Road, London SW18 3HS. 
‘Sarah Moore 


@ Police racist attack 


‘Ace Kelly, of SNHDC, was once again 
attacked by racist police on Sunday 10 
June, Returning home with his daughter 
‘Simone, he was set upon and violently 
attested by Kennington Road police. The 
police claimed they were looking for 
missing child who is three years old and 
plump. Simone Is six and slim. There was 
noresemblance except that both children. 
are black. A bystander phoned an FRFI 


Wee 


| Supporter whoge number Ace shouted out 


as he was being dragged away. This 
prompt action allowed FRFI to organise 
Fapid legal, medical and other support for 
Ace, Nol content with arresting and 
assaulting Ace and terrorising a six year 
old child, the police also harassed 
Simone's mother Susan. They informed 
Susan that her child had been abducted, 
causing her great anguish. Despite finally 
admitting that Ace had not abducted any 
child, the police charged. him with obs- 
tructing the police! His case comes upon 
23 August at Horseferry Road Magis 
trates Gourt London SW1. 


@ Police hands off Junior 
Service 


The police persecution of Junior Service 
continues. On 5 June, Junior's neighbour 
witnessed elght police break into his fiat 
and tum it over, the second such break in 
two months. Since February the police 
ave badly beaten up Junior thr 
times—in Brixton police station (after 
which Junior had a five hour operation 
and a testicle removed), in his hospital 
bed and in the police van taking him to 
court. The Department of Public Prose- 
cutions has refused to prosecute the 
police for this brutality. The police 
however have charged Junior with assau- 
ting the police or criminal damage to 
police property. Brixton police, are of 
‘course famous for their speedy impler- 
entation of Lord Scarman's proposals for 
‘community policing. For Junior, as with 
lack people In general, community 
policing is a living nightmare of police 
sadism and brutality, 

‘Junior is fighting back. The Junior Sex 
vice Support Campaign can be contacted 
at clo 8 Camberwell Green, London SES 


{01 703 18087) 
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FILE 


© One story The Sun scum won't 
be printing of drunkenness on the 
picket lines is the one about the 20 
Manchester police sent home from 
their duties intimidating miners in 
the Midlands. 

‘An Ingpector, three Sergeants 
‘and 26 Constatles were withdrawn 
by Chief Constable "Holy Roller 
‘Anderton after they ‘drank to 
‘excess in local pubs, disturbed and 
‘abused officers sharing thelr 
‘accommodation in an aireralt 
hangar (the privations!) and 
‘became so Inebriated they were 
unfit for duty next day’. Hence the 
old expression ‘As drunk as a pig’ 


@ Ten years of marriage toa 
Ministry of Defence policeman was 
finally too much for Jenny 
Williams, Mrs Williams has taken 
the admirable step of joining the 
‘Greenham Common peace women, 
with whom she now faces her 
husband across the barbed wire of 
the perimeter fence. | would have 
parted any way’, said Mrs Williams, 
"put the peace women helped me 
by giving me the support and 
‘strength to leave’. Her policeman 
‘exhusband's comments have s0 
far gone unrecorded (who would 
have listened to them anyway?) 


‘@ A microphone placed in 2 
Christmas tree was the last thing 
Detective Inspector Peter Lew!s 
expected when he went to collect 2 
£1,000 bribe in return for 
recommending bail for a man 
‘accused of bank robbery. 

“The unwanted Christmas present 
turned up in the form of a tape 
recording of Lewis’ bribery request 
atthe trial of John Goodwin (ater 
oquitted). Lewis, suspended for 
two years, came to tral last month 
‘and was convioted of plotting to 
‘obtain money corrupt. The judge, 
‘despite expressing astonishment 
that the maximum sentence he 
‘could impose on a bent cop was 
{wo years, inexplicably procesded 
10 sentanoe him to only 18 months. 


@ As the summer season comes 
va lot of people go back to nature 
In the sunny resorts of St Tropez, 
Majorca, etc. Not Detective 
‘Sergeant Derek Rolfe, He was 
arrested after complaints of a 
hhaked man “frolicking about” in 
Biackpool. After being alerted he 
sped off in his car. 

Rolfe was caught and charged 
stter a high speed car chase in 
whieh his car and two police cars 
were written off. He's been charged 
with a drink driving offence. Unlike 
il the other Rotten Apples, this 
‘one has been sacked from the 
force, 

Andy 


@ Anexpoticeman who was 
found unsultable for the job 
because of his anti-social 
behaviour shot his father, two 
brothers, a friend and himself after 
watching a news bulletin last 
December. Graham Green of 
Croydon, had a brainstorm after he 
heard about the bombing of 
Harrods, His youngest brother, the 
only one {0 surviva the shooting, 
said (Graham seemed preoccupied 
with word tragedies, Green, who 
‘was a member of Croydon 
Shooting Club also stored an 
‘arsenal of weapons In his bedroom, 
‘The police force lost a good 
community poficeman when they 
Jet Graham Green slip through thelr 
fingers, 

Lorna Morgan 


6 Fight Racisr 


ITALIAN STATE MOURNS A 
FRIEND 


The death of wealthy exCount Enrico 
Berfinguer, leader of the opportunist italian 
‘Communist Party, brought tributes from 
the Italian Christian Democratic Party. The 
‘entire Italian cabinet attended his funeral, 
‘whece president Pertini kissed his coffin. tt 
is hardly surprising these reactionaries 
moum his passing — throughout his 12 


his time supporting working class auster- 
ity, stiving up anti-sovietism and backing 
Increased state repression. As one of the 
main founders of Eurocommunism, he 
‘argued that the boring, old ideas of Lenin. 
“things like defending working-class lie. 
ing standards and opposing imperialism — 
should be replaced by 2 new, ‘creative’ 
‘Marxism creating a job for himself in a 
bourgeois goverment, mainly. His ‘Histo- 
fie Compromise’ with the Christian Demo- 
‘rats fell through when he didn’t get his job. 
‘and was replaced by the ‘Democratic Alter. 
native’, but the reactionary politics stayed 
the same. Count Barlinguer supported 
Haly's membership of NATO, and backed 
the proimperialist. Solidarity union in 
Poland. The Communist Party organised 
‘demonstrations In support of Solidarity, 
‘but they found it difficult to get workers to 
‘goon them, and many of those who did pre- 
ferred to chant against US involvementiin E1 
‘Salvador, much to the annoyance of Com 
smunist Party stewards. 

‘On the eve of Berlinguer’s funeral 71 left: 
wing activists got a total of over 500 years 
‘on vague charges in a political showtrial 
based on repressive legislation the Com- 
‘munist Party had supported. 6 got over 14 
years for ‘subversive a: . The 
Communist Party called the sentences 
‘balanced’, an opinion its newly ex-ieader 
would no doubt have shared. When reac- 
‘lonaries disguised as communists such as 
Berlinguer die the state may mour, but 
antiimperialists and genuine communists 
‘will shed ne tears. 


Colin Thom o 
—_—_____—__ 
| ABOLITION OF GLC 


(On Thursday 28 June Thatcher's campaign 
to abolish the GLC and other Metropolitan 
Councils received serious setback from 
the House of Lords, The Local Goverment 
Interim Provisions Bill Paving Bill}designed 
to abolish elections due In 1985 was too 
much even for this unelected assembly of 
the privileged and the bought off. By a 
majority of 48 votes the House of Lords 
passed an amendment which effectively 
prevents the government from transferring 
political control of the Metropolitan coun 
Cils from the elected Labour leaderships to 
tunelected Tory leaderships. 

‘Despite this defeat the goverment is 
still planning to prevent the 1085 elections 
taking place by extending the life of the pre 
sent administrations, Allthe evidence, from 
pinion polls to the EEC election results in 
London, shows widespread popular appesi- 
tion to the government's plans. Therefore 
the 1985 elections, which would reflect this, 
‘opposition, are to be banned. n an attempt 
to further control the GLC before abolition, 
| amendments requiring government permis- 

sion for all building and engineering works, 
‘ver £250,000 and all others (including pub- 
Nity) over £100,000, have now been intro-, 
duced, 

‘When Londoners voted for the Fares Fair 
policy, the courts intervened to overtum, 
{hat policy, Now the government has abol- 
ished London Transport and replaced it by 
London Ragional Transport. LAT has al- 
ready announced projected fare increases, 
(22% and reductions in financial support. 
The consequence of this will be higher 
fares, fewer public transport services and 
‘massive Jab losses. No ane voted for this. 
‘The LAT developments already show what 
Is in store for people living in the Metropol 
itan areas —more poverty, fewer services, 
more slums, higher rents and more unem- 
ployment, Yet againit is clear that in British, 
Imperialist democracy you can vote for 
‘what you like but the ruling class willdacide 
what you get. 


Tomy Marlowe qj 
—_—_—_—<—<—<—$<<— $< <_< 
THE TRADE UNION BILL 


‘The new trade union bill now going through 
the House of Lords is a biatant attempt by 
the ruling class to shackle the organised 
working class, and destroy the litte fight- 
ing spirit alive in the trade union movernent. 

‘Leaming their lessons from the miners’ 
strike the Tories are going to make tt illegal 
fora trade union to call a strike unless there 
has been a ballot of the membership, and 3 
‘majority support the strike call. Tom King, 
the'employment’ secretary, whilst address: 
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{years as Communist Party leaderhe spent | 


SAKHAROV AND BONNER CIRCUS 


In recent weeks United States officials 
have baen busy denying all knowledge of 
‘any plans by Elena Bonner and Andrei Sak 
‘haroy to stage a hunger strike’ under cover 
‘of which Elena Bonner wasto soek’asylum’ 
at tha US Embassy in Moscow. 

“The New York Times however has repor- 
ted that State Department officials have 
‘now admitted thal Elena Bonner hadindeed 
‘passed on such plans to the staff ofthe US. 
Embassy. It has been revealed that on 12 
‘April a member of the staff of the US Em- 
‘bassy met Elena Bonner, discussions were 
held inside @ car and letters were ex- 
‘changed. Now that the dirty lies of the im- 
perialists are out in the open the USA is 
‘dodging and feeding the press with claims 
that the US actions were motivated by 
“numanitarian considerations’. 

‘We were told that Bonner’s condition 
wes ‘dramatic’ and ‘hopeless’. Elena Bon- 
ner was also said to be under arrest and 
being denied medical treatment. 

The reality ot course is very different; 
both Bonner and Sakharov receive free 
‘madical treatment just like any other Soviet 
Citizen. Al Bonners own request she was 
‘examined by Doctor Geistsin, head of the 
Diagnostic department of the institute of 
Cardiovascular Surgery st the Academy of 
Medical Sciences. Dr. Geistein said ‘as a 
result of age factors, the patient suffers 
from a degree of coronary insufficiency. 
‘More than a year ago she iad a local myo- 
‘cardial infarction. Her condition has stabi- 
sed since then and did not notice any wor- 


ening of her condition. The patient's state 
is satisfactory’ 

‘Contrary towestem media reports, Elena 
Bonner has therefore received the neces: 
sary treatment, free of charge. 

Elena Bonner however also claims that 
the eye allment from which she suffers can 
‘only be treated in Italy! Bonner was in fact 
‘Sperated on In the past at a private italian 
Ophthalmological clinic and according to 
Soviet specialists the operation left acrude 
‘scar on the eye. One major authority on 
such eye allments, EF Pristavko pointed 
‘out that the opération was a simple one and 
is cattied out at ordinary Soviet eye clinics. 
‘linics. 

“The plans with the US Embassy then for 
the "hunger strike’ have collapsed and Bon 
ners il health’ has been shown to be an 
Jnvention in order to fan the fires of anti- 
Sovletism and launch smear campaign 
‘against the Soviet Union, 

In stark contrast not a single word has 
‘been said about Leonar Peltier, who has 
‘been on hunger strike for six weeks in an 
‘American jal Mr Petiers crime" is that he 
is one of the leaders of a struggle by the 
‘American Indians to achieve basic hurnan 
rights! This silence of course is typical im- 
perialist hypocrisy. They care no more for 
the struggle of this leader and what he 
represents than the British imperialists 
‘did for the ten lrish hunger strikers who 
wete murdered by the British state, 


‘Leon Martin a 


lng the ‘Conservative Trades Unionist Con- 
ference’ actually put forward the proposal 
‘that @ majority of the whole union member- 
ship should vote in favour ofa strike before 
it could be legal. But this idea is at the 
‘moment too extreme even for this Tory gov- 
‘emment. H would mean it was virtually im- 

to call a legal strike. On a tumout 
‘of 80% it would need 70% voting in favour 
of @ strike to have a majority of the whole 
union membership. If unions refuse to call 
‘a ballot and went on strike they will lose 
their immunity and the union's tunds willbe 


‘grabbed. 

To give the ruling class an even greater 
chance to get the result they want any vote 
‘can be challenged in the courts by a mem 
ber ofthe union. The court can then order a 
postal ballot and nullity the previous ballot. 

Len Murray, after leading a TUC delega- 
ton in talks with Tom King said, ‘we were 
discussing different subjects. We were dis- 
‘cussing industrial relations but Mr King 
‘was making political statements: In other 


‘courts against the organised working 
‘class. thas to be tought and opposed as 8 
further attack on the democratic rights of 
Bob Shepherd 


GREENHAM TEST CASE 


Out of two thousand demonstrators who 
brought down the fence at Greenham Com- 
mon on October 29 last year, 167 of the, 
‘many women arrested faced charges of cr- 
‘minal damage or going equipped to cause 
Criminal damage. Now all bar two of these 
‘women have been tried in Newbury Magis- 
trates Court on individual amounts of damr- 
age less than £200. On 25 March 1984, the 
last two women arrived to stand trial on 
charge of criminal damage of £25 to one 
section of the fence. Only then were they 
‘and their barrister informed that the charge 
hhad been altered to one of joint enterprise 
(with others unknown) in committing crimi- 
‘nal damage of 85,307.55 to eighty-one seo- 
tions. Faced with this, the two women — 
Gloria and Jill - elected to take their case 
to Reading Crown Court and now await & 
trial date 

‘Thisis the frst time that a charge of joint 
enterprise has been used against apolitical 
‘demonstratorand would mean adangerous 
precedent will beset forafl activists if given 
Credibility in court. These two women have 
been sacapegoated for the actions of hun- 
reds of others, and this is to deter and 
intimidate anyone prepared to take part in 
any demonstration. 
Prosecution Cat-and-Mouse 
‘The prosecution of Greenham women is 
selective and tactical. Women regularly 
Invading the base and breaching security 
‘arenot charged, in order to conceal the fact 
that such action is so frequently and easly 
possible. Since 1981, many thousands of 
women have become politically active 


through Indirect inspiration from Green- 
ham and many hundreds have served pri 
son sentences for refusing to pay fines 
imposed, oF to be bound over to "keep the 
peace’. Many women have been to prison 
repeatedly, although—so far—the State 
thas hesitated to impose an immediate cus- 
todial sentence on any woman, knowing, 
the impact on public opinion of such a 

Inthe case of the 29 October demonstra- 
ton, the prosecution — Ministry of Defence 
‘Siid_ Thames: Valley ‘police forces — have 
‘chosen throughout to deemphasise the 
‘extent of the damage of that demo and to 
avoid publicity of the issues surrounding it 
‘by dropping or lowering charges and so 
‘containing women's defence in Newbury 
‘Magistrates Court, where the same Magis- 
trates have sat throughout the two and a 
half years of the Women's Peace Camp. 
The unexpected escalation of Jill's and 
Gloria's charge and its political implica: 
tions mean that they have been singled out, 
‘ata time when Greentiam is less in the pub- 
lic eye and the value to the police of a legal 
‘precedent in charging individuals for col 
lective action has never been greater. 

‘Greenham women are fighting back. For 
more information or offers to help in our 
‘campaign, please contact The October 29 
‘Scapegoats, cio London Greenham Office, 
148 Caledonian Road, London N}. Tet: 01 
833 2831/2. Donations for campaign and. 
legal costs urgently needed — alc: 11080684, 
Trustee Savings Bank, 137 High Holbom, 
‘London WC. 


Jane Marshal a 
— 
POLICE FRIEND 


‘Gerald Kautman, Labour MP and shadow 
Home Secretary has been lamenting over 
‘the difficult and thankless job the British 
police force have to do. It seems not only 


Councils and the Association of Metropol- 
tan Authorities, Mr Kaufman regretted that 
‘the Police and Criminal Evidence Bill gave 
the police disturbing new powers for which 
they are not to blame. Mr Kaufman has also 
expressed In recent weeks that on 
top of all this, the Thatcher government 
‘should insult the Metropolitan police by 


roaming: 
that itis all right for British policemen to go 
roaming around the country with guns — 
with Steven Waldort's shooting, the shoot 
ingof two unarmedintruders at apostotfice 
in London on 18 June, and yat another ser 
‘ous gunshot injury to a bank robber with a 
toy gun herd on their heels, who needs to 
‘worry about foreigners with guns? 


Notes ad ComMmentS 


Mr Kaufman suffers from an acute dose 
of that sickly British Labour Party disease 
‘of trying to be more British and more loyal 
than the Tories. His attitude is reminiscent 
‘of Denis Healey’s after US imperialism 
Jnvaded Grenada when he accused Tha 
cher of failing In her duty to the British 
people, the Commonwealth, andthe Palace. 
‘When Gerald Kaufman congratulates. 
the police for their heroism during the Hi 
rods bombing and the St James Square 
siege on the one hand, and eriticises the 
erosion of civil liberties under the Police Bill 
‘onthe otherhand, there sno inconsistency 
there, He Is merely expressing the Labour 
imperialist “standpoint which backs the 
police to the hilt while covering up their true 
role as defenders of the British ruling class, 
‘and sowing illusions in the possiblity of 
democratising the police force under the 
present system. To think this is the charac 
ferwhois lined up forus as Home Secratary 
‘of @ future Labour goverment! 
Helen F a 


NHS: PRIVATISATION 
AND RESISTANCE 


41984 has been a bad year for the welfare 
slate, There are corrupt consultants who 
tose NHS resources for private gain, or the 
consultant who stole plasma worth 
£158,000, Others extract ‘legitimate’ 
pickings: the 6,000 consultants who share 
42m in annual bonuses, or the private 
hotel landlords who, encouraged by the 
government, take £200 por week from the 
DHSS for each elderly or mentally ill person 
they cram in. 

“The list of closures continues to grow. 


‘one in 
—sigaif 
industrial diseases. In 9 months, 10.000 
Jobs have gone, mostly from ancillary servi 
ces. Although this represents over twice 
the goverment target, Social Services Seo- 
retary Fowler denies that services have 
been harmed. Nevertheless, Britain now 
spends less on health than any other west: 
em country, with the exception of 
Greece. The Tories have planned to 
privatise 25% of hospital work by 1965. So 
‘goverment palicy allows private firms to 
pay below NHS scales, and thus offer 
Eheaper contracts. After NHS laundry, 
Catering and domestic facilities are 
dismantled, contractors will be able to 
‘charge what they ike, Andhow tong before 
‘nursing is put out to tender? 

“Trying to divide workers, the government 
has offered a 68% pay rise to nurses, 
against 3% for ancillaries, However, health 
regions must find £38m of the cost by cut: 
ting services further. Also, Tory plans to sell 
Off nurses’ homes will worsen exploitation. 
But the fightback led by thehealth service's 
most oppressed workers, Is spreading. 
Gleaners at Hammersmith and Westmin- 
ster hospitals have struck in solidarity with 
those at Barking. Dustmen, postmen and 
delivery drivers have refusedto cross picket 
lines. The courage of the women of Barking 
Hospital, In mounting a contiuous picket 
since March, is @ lesson to all who would 
resist the destruction of the NHS by private 
capital, 

Dave Burton o 
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JUMBO COVER-UP (Cont'd) 
When Korean Ar Lines flight 007 was shot 
down by the Soviet Air Force last Septem- 
ber, FRFI pointed out that ‘itis highly likely 
that the alreraft was deliberately and cynic- 

lly being used by imperialist intelligence 
agencies to probe Soviet air defences’ 
(FRFI 2), and went on to give details of US. 
‘py satelite and spy plane activity on that , 
tragle night. 

Further corroboration comes from De- 
fence Attaché, a proimperalist military 
magazine. The author, 'P.Q Mann’, argues: 
that KAL 007 was drawn into a fight path 
coinciding with a US KC15 spy plans, in 
order to get the USSR to turn on its radar 
‘and communications links. A civilian 
fralt, It was assumed, would not be fired 
upon, 

The electronic eavesdropping was car- 
ried out by a Ferret satellite (see FRFI35) 
and alsoby equipment mountedon board 
the Space Shuttle Challenger. 

“Theauthor recalls thatsimilar techniques 
‘were used 20 years ago by the US, shortly 
after the first Ferret was put into arbit. On 
28 January 1964 a USAF 139 jet trainer 
fentered the airspace of the German Demo 
‘cratic Republicand was shot down 70miles 
inside by a Soviet fighter, while on 26 March 
4964, an RB-66 reconnaissance plane was. 
shot down 50 miles north of the previous 
intrusion, On both occasions the area was 
under surveillance by the Ferret satelite, 
Stave Palmer a 


= 


Internationa 


‘Since his election in May, El Salvador’s 
Prosident Duarte has taken somemeas- 
Lures to end the fascist ragime’s interns: 
tional isolation. He has removed Col- 
‘onal Carranza trom the head of the 
hated Treasury Police which is closely 
connected with El Salvador's brutal 
death squads, disbanded its S2 Intell- 

section, securad the conviction 
Of National Guard soldiers for the 1980 
‘murder of 4 American nuns and pledged 
to ‘clean up’ the security forces. These 
steps, designed to attract bourgeois 
support for the fascist regime and in 
particular demobilise US Congressional 
‘opposition to US support for it have had 
some success. The US Senate recently 
threw out a motion which would have 
prohibited US army and air force inter- 
‘vention in El Salvador and the West Ger- 
man government is planning to provide 
‘the regime with $20m aid. 

‘These cosmetic measures have guar- 
‘anteed continued imperialist support 
{or the fascist regime and allowed it to 
‘open a major offensive to try and re- 
verse tho FMLN's decisive military ad- 


SAM MISSILES FOR FMLN 


vantage. With critical US assistance, 
saturation bombing of FMLN liberated 
zones is now a regular festure of the 
‘war, causing Immense sutfering to the 
oasants and workers. Electronic spy- 
planes and surveillance equipment op- 
rated trom Honduras ty to intercept 
‘and disrupt FMLN communications, 
‘while US military personnel are increas- 
ingly involved in military operations on 
the ground. US pilots are reported to be 
flying bombing missions over liberated 
zones and the El Salvador army's being 
reorganised in line with the strategy pro- 
posed by US military advisers. 

‘Whilst the imperialists will use 
Duarie's ‘reforms’ as a pretext for 
‘additional support 10 the fascists, the 
FMMLN has pledged to continue its war 
and is preparing for its now regular 
‘October offensive. This promises to be 
ovastating, especially to El Salvador's 
air force, a6 the FMLN have acquired 
supplies of SAM-7 portable heat seck- 
Ing missiles for use against ground- 


PAU Marissony 


| Uruguay. The city centre of Montevideo came to a stands as over 250,000 people 


gathered from al. 
‘denounced fasci 


the country tor Uruguay's goes ever May day march, Speaks 
‘ictatorship and demanded 8 democratic workers’ 


‘goverment. 


Panama 


and Latin America. 


Since the commencement of work on 
the construction of the canal in the late 
nineteenth century most of Panama’s 
working class has lived in the two main 
cities either side of the canal zone: 
Panama City, the capital, on the Pacific 
side, and Colon, on the Atlantic side. 
Work on the canal or in the canal zone 
has tied much of this working class to 
| US imperialism. A section of them re- 
‘cciyed some privileges such as employ: 
ment as pilots or engineers, access10 US. 
hospitals, to US stores on the base, and 

{ecter boxes on the canal zone which, 
unlike the Republic, afforded some pro- 
tection against having private mail sear- 
ched or rifled. 

‘These workers not employed directly 
by the US government work either in 
‘what is termed the Free Zone, where 
00d for trade with selected countries 
having “favourable trading conditions 
with Panama are handled. Others work 
in commercial shipping or the registra. 
tion of ships where non-union seamen 
from oppressed nations are employed at 
slave-labour rates on ships that fail to 
‘meet international standards, thereby 
sustaining the profits of the imperialist 
‘multinationals. The remainder work in 


Relatives displayed photographs of disappeared poiltical prisoners. 


Bolivia 


services or join the in- 


| 

The Republic of Panama, referred to as the crossroads of the world, 
has proved to be just that for the USA. Small wonder that the US. 
should have drawn up a treaty to give them sole control of the 
Panama canal until 1999. Under the guise of its defence the US have 
set up sophisticated bases and used the Republic for training in 
jungle warfare, and for surveillance of the region. Loss of the canal 
and the strategic bases of the US Southem Cor.mand would drastic- 
ally reduce the mobility of US forces, weakening their hold in Central 


famous National Guard. 
The peasantry live in the ‘Interior’ or 
on the coast, relying on cultivation or 
fishing for their incomes. They must 
travel miles along bad roads or in boat 
to the city markets to sel their produce. 
Low world prices for bananas and raw 
sugar, upon which the peasantry de- 
pend, has made it impossible for them 
to make a living from their work. In 
1983 Panama's sugar exports increased. 
in volume by 16.3% but revenue fell by 
54.3%! 
| Such losfes have forced Panama to 
| makemassive borrowings from the IMF 
‘and commercial banks. In the period 
1978-82 Panama's external debt rose at 
an average annual rate of 16.2%, and 
the debt service payments have increas- 
ced by 30%, External debt is now over $3 
billion, almost the size of the total an- 
nual output of Panama. In return for 
these loans the IMF has demanded huge 
ccuts in public spending and intensified 
repression to enforce the poverty. Un- 
employment is officially registered at 
13%, but the bulk of these are youth. 
Peasants flecing the interior for the 
cities in search of work have faced a 
50% cutback in government housing 
spendin, 


STORM OF REVOLUTION 


Three general strikes since April have forced the Bolivian govemment 
to suspend repayments on its $4.5 billion debt to the imperialist 
banks. Bold and successful tactics have been used by the Bolivian 


és to force out IMF ordered austerity measures, and sochallenge 


the right of imperialism torob Bolivia. Tenthousand people launched a 
hunger strike for higher wages for all workers, price controls on food 
and transport and an end to debt repayments. Workers at the TV sta- 
tion refused to broadcast government statements. The Central Bank 


jas occupied by the miners andemployees struck forsix weeks, refus- 


ing any further transfer of wealth to the imperial metropolises. 


Inthe midst of such open revolta faction 
of the army kidnapped President Sites 
Zuaz0 on 30 June intending to trigger a 
counter-revolutionary military coup. 
Peasants established road blocks 10 
search for the President and check army 
movements. Thousands converged on 
the capital, La Paz, to join workersin a 
demonstration against the kidnap and‘o 
‘warn against any coup aitempt. Within 
five days of the President's release the 
‘main labour organisation, the Confede- 
ration of Workers, led a general strike 
commencing 5 July. After four days the 
‘government yielded:to demands for 
‘creased wages, price controls and prom- 
ised 10 continue the suspension of debe 
repayments, falling short of the call for 
an indefinite moratorium. The Wall 
‘Street Journal gloomily assessed imper- 
ialism’s prospects in Bolivia concluding 
that any more coup attempts ‘could 
plunge Bolivia into a bloody civil war’. 
What Bolivia faces today portends 
for all Latin America tomorrow. For 
‘imperialism it is not the size of Bolivia's 
debt which alarms, but the political les- 
sons being learnt by Latin America’s 


oppressed. Between 1979 and 1983 
Latin America paid $114bn abroad in 
interest payments, Last year such pay- 
ments swallowed 40% of Latin Amer- 
ica’s export earnings. Three successive 
interest rate rises by US banks this 
spring added $Sbn to Latin Amecica’s 
scheduled debt repayments in just 40 
days. More than $100bn repayments fall 
due by 1987. Massive demonstrations 
‘and general strikes calling for the throw. 

ing-off of the banking leeches and the 
installation of democracy and justice 
have swept back and forth across Latin 
America throughout the past year. 
‘Addressing himself 10 Latin American 
Statesmen and imperialists in June, 
Columbian President Betancur told of 
his foreboding, ‘we hear the far-off 
thunder of violent storms. We feel the 
winds of storms." 


ROBBED UNTO PENURY 


‘Successive raids by Spanish, British and 
UScolonialism followed up by the mani- 
pulations of high finance and transna- 
tionals have reduced Bolivia to the 


poorest country in South America 
Poverty and hunger have left their 
marks in the 40% illiteracy and 30% 
St ee 
s have a_monthiy income 
Below balfa dollar! Thisinaland full of 
precious minerals. In 1982 US capital- 
ists dumped tin, silver and copper sur- 
pluses onto world markets, driving 
down their prices and slashing Bolivia's 
export earnings. A series of currency 
devaluations to try and recoup trade 
combined with IMF ordered removals 
‘of subsidies on food and transport, plus, 
the unofficial currency market spawned 
by the cocaine trade where the dollar 
trades al five times the official rate with 
the peso have rocketed inflation from 
32% in 1982 to approximately 1,000% 
today. The largest denomination bank 
note in circulation will buy just two 
newspapers! Imports have almost 
halved in two years as credit terms have 
stiffened, and production is shrinking 
by about 10% each year. 

Bolivia's most profitable export is 
‘cocaine, which fetches $8bn annually in 
thetworld market, ten times the revenue 
from tin. However, only a fraction of 
this sum, $700m, is returned to Bolivia, 
the bulk is deposited in Miami banks. 
‘One captured drug baron offered per- 
sonally to pay off Bolivia's debi in 
return for a free pardon and access 10 
the USA. 


THE CRITICAL CHOICE 


For the Bolivian government, as for all 
the Latin American governments, faced 
with the conflicting demands of the 


masses for bread and democracy and 
the bankers for interest and profits the 
testing time has come. Following a 
lengthy struggle for democratic rights, 
the Bolivian masses won the right to 
organise openly, and forced the military 
to give way to free elections which ended 
eighteen years of almost uninterrupted 
military rule in 1982, President Siles 
Zuazo formed a coalition government 
including Communist Party members 
serving as the key ministers of labour 
and of miners, The government has 
repeatedly used the threat of a military 
coup to try and force the CP leaders to 
reduce their demands and the masses to 
scale down their mobilisation. Thus far 
imperialism was encouraged. However, 
the upsurge since April has not been 
blackmailed or balmed into retreat. 

Significantly, the kidnap and coup 
attempt was organised bythe US trained 
‘anti-drug unit’ of the army with their 
fellow cocaine traffickers. These inter- 
woven groups have the closest contact 
with US imperialism of all the sections 
of Bolivian society. Siles Zuazo and his 
CP allies must choose whether to side 
with the masses against imperialism or 
toscek to disarm them ready for serving- 
up to counter-revolution. Either way, 
imperialism faces one of the most con 
scious and organised working classes 
and peasantry in the world, and may 
find in Bolivia the spark that flares up 
and shrivels to ashes the deeds and bills 
by which it claims a debt of $350ba of 
Latin American toil and slavery. 


Trevor Rayne 


US COLONY 


However, over 1982-83 the UK expe 
ted almost nine times as much to Pa 


ama as it imported from the countn 
‘While the total volume of trade fel, 
anki 


investments have grown 
ly and British imperialisre 
forded Panama to accept provisions f 
the repatriation of profits and compe: 
sation for losses in the event of arme 
conflicl, Fittingly, Panama's nation 
currency, the Balboa, is but a commex 
orative coin for Panama's first pres 
dent, as all circulating notes are U 
dollars and the Balboa cannot be = 
changed on the world markets 


Electoral tricks, political guns 
and clubs 

The trade unions represent only thos 
who work directly for US imperial 
and the 3 or 4 wealthy families c 
Spanish descent that form the Panam 
nian bourgeoisie. The peasants have n 
representation in the wheels of powe: 
Whenever they have risen up again 
poverty or the students against the U 
hold on the canal the government hz 
resorted lo crushing the revolls with th 
brutal force of the National Guard. It 
forbidden 0 criticise the President o 
the Republic or the National Guare 
and to visita communist country exces 
fon very official government busine 
‘means either not returning or bein 
found ‘dead on the highway’ upon re 
tum. To keep the youth off the stree 
all persons over the age of 21 are issue 
with an identity card. Failureto haveth 
card in your possession after the 8px 
siren for curfew means certain impri 
onment, even sometimes death. 

‘Any left wing opposition is severe 
repressed, and elections are customaril 
rigged. Those parties allowed to operat 
which seek reforms, or the curbing ¢ 
military’ powers do not challenge ir 
petialism for they propose no breakin 
with the external debt and its massi 
servicing charges, no plans to impros 
the lot of the peasantry, and no polic 
10 benefit the poor atthe expense oft 
rich ruling class, The oppressed are le 
to dream of escaping through the dos 

} of the National Lottery, yet anothe 
state money making scheme. 
In a time when the revolutionar 
forces of Latin America are makin 
reat strides forwards the US will nc 
relinguish its hold on the canal, oF i 
Southern Command bases. Thus, in th 
May 6 presidental elections the US an 
| the military junta backed Nicholas A: 

dity Barletta, a former vice-president c 
the World Bank. His’chief rival wa 
‘Amulfo Arias. Arias was the pre-po 
favourite, who, in 1968, had bee 
elected president only to be ousted b 
the junta after eleven days, In fac 
‘Arias has been elected president o 
three occasions but has on each occ 
sion been denied the presidency by th 
military. This time as it became clea 
that Arias was in the lead the junt 
started to slow down the clec 
count. Angry Arias supporters gathers 
outside the legislative palace in Panam: 
City on 7 May. Barletta’s supporter 
and junta henchmen then attacked, kill 
ing one.and wounding over forty of 
demonstrators. The vote counting wa 
duly suspended. Such lethal tricks 2 
ipractised on every election day. Th 
chosen result, a win for Barletta, wa 
published two weeks later and greet 
with further demonstrations and fi 
ing. For Reagan and his US ruling clas 
|seriptwriters it was yel another ‘victor 
for freedom and democracy’. For th 
[Panamanian people it was just on 
‘more lesson that US run elections sim 
the oppressed less chance than they haw 
of winning the national lottery. 


Ken Hughes 
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FREI: Could you tell us about your 
‘arrest and trial? 

RMcL: Lwascapturedin November74 
‘fier a premature explosion in which my 
comrade James McDade died. During 
the interrogation there was no real phy- 
sical abuse. Theonly thing thought out~ 
landish was thal at one stage they 
Drought out a piece of my comrade’s leg 
and made abusive racist remarks about 
him. I was captured on operation. Trial 
was similar, it was more or less straight- 
forward, I was convicted. Not one of 
those framed, 

‘On every remand I was taken from 
Winson Green Prison to Coventry every 
Saturday morning. There was always 2 
massive display of security. You had 
three poficemen on motorbikes before 
and after. There were two branch cars 
‘and all were heavily armed and I was 
handcuffed to two branch men in the 
back of the car, And then round the 
‘court the same security operated ~mas- 
siyesecurity, Lasone individual was with 
thirty or forty policemen round that 
place. And again all armed. 


| was charged with causing an explo- 
sion and having a firearm with intent to 
endanger life. I received 12 years on 
each count to run concurrently. In the 
‘early daysin Winson Green it was a very 
tense atmosphere. You were locked up 
23 hours a day. Iwas with 8 other lads 
Who were arrested in Birmingham, 
Especially after the Birmingham bombs 
it was unbelievable, Food was always 
tampered with, you'd find spit in it, 
you'd find hairs, you'd find all sorts of 
things. I remember one occasion when 
for two solid days and nights they kept 
relays shouting “Hang the Irish bas- 
tards’, Psychologically it was really, 
really heavy. We were given a couple of 


physical hing, fo be honest, never really 
bothered me. It didn’t really bother 
‘most of the lads, I think, It was the psy- 
chological thing that was the most 
intense. 


Conditions in prison 


FRFI: What were the relations 
between Irish prisoners and the other 
prisoners in those early days? 

RMeL: Obviously there was a great 
deal of hostility and mutual suspicion to 
begin with. They hated us because they 
didn't understand us or analysed us in 
terms of thelatest Sunheadline. And we 
in turn were greatly suspicious of them. 
‘When se went (o the long-term prisons 
after being convicted, I think the 
‘general experience was that you'd sepa- 
fate into different sections of prisoners. 
You had the totally hostile. You had 
other people who are sort of indifferent 
and you had people who would seek to 
understand why you were there. In the 
‘arly stage, for the first couple of years, 
Pd say, it was really mutual hostility. 


FRET: Were you ever attacked by 
English prisoners? 

RMcL: Any time we were attacked or 
abused it was always at the behest of the 
screws. In fact, they tried to drive a 
wedge between the Irish prisoners and 
the rest of the prisoners, and use us as 
whipping boys. If prisoners were fight- 
ing among themselves then they weren't 
fighting the whole thing; it made life a 
lot easier for the screws and they could 
sit back and instigate the whole thing. 
But gradually we began to see this ver 
clearly. The Irish prisoners, not the poli- 
tical ones, the ones who would be in for 
social crimes, usually stood with us. 
You could say it was part of a straight- 
forward nationalist thing. During my 
whole time in prison Thad agreat deal of 
respect for Irish social prisoners. 


FREI: Irish prisoners had 10 fight 
‘against suck things as visiting condi- 
tions and other forms of discrimination. 
Can you tell us about that? 

RMeL: In the summer of '75 Paddy 
Mulryan, Gerry Cunningham, Gerry 
Young and myself were in Gartree. 
They attempted to impose closed visits 
on us and us alone. All other prisoners 
had open visits, that is to say they could 
sit down at a table and have their family 
around. We were to be separated by a 
perspex partition. There was no contact, 
between the visitors and the prisoners, 
so we objected very strongly to this, We 
Went {0 the governor and he said we 
would remain on them because we were 
high security. We explained that we 
were category A, and other category A 
prisoners were not receiving this type of 
visit. This was a thing they imposed 
upon us. So we decided to protest about 
it. We kicked the perspex down. We 
were taken then and dragged off the 
visit. We refused work and went on the 
blanket. We were on it for abour a 
‘month, and we decided to go on a hun- 
jr sirikg. We were on hunger strike for 
shout 3 weeks when they allowed Frank 


‘ckings during that period. But the | 


| actly the same again and hand it out to 


“Maguire, the MP for Fermanagh 2! that 
time, to come in and visit us. Hle visited 
Us and fold. us that the lads in Long, 
Latin had gone on hunger strike in 
solidarity with us, Eddie O'Neil, 
Timmy Asbe, Jody Coughlan and a few 
other ads, and they aso had refused 

‘Afier 3 weeks on hunger strike and 
‘with Maguire's intervention the gover- 
‘nor came and said that he was prepared 
to put us.on supervised visits. We would, 
‘be put in a room with no perspex glass 
‘but you would have screws sitting in 
with you. It wasa step forward with the 
proviso that in 3 months they would 
review it and hopefully put us on to 
Completely open visits. We accepted 
this. Semi-open visits were better, we 
gained something for the three week 
unger strike. As can be expected they 
went back on their word. They kept us 
Under supervised visits through my pri- 
son sentence. 


FREI: We've heard that on many 
‘occasions prisoners would be moved 
Just before a visit. Did that happen to 
you? 

MeL: It happened to me in Wake- 
field in ‘78. I was moved out of the 
‘cooler 2 day before Mary was due to 
come up. They never informed Mary. 
She arrived up on Saturday and I wasin 
Durham. They held her in the prison for 
an hour before informing her I'd gone, 
saying ‘we regret (0 tell you blah, blah, 
blah, that your husband has. been! 
moved out 0 another prison’. It also 
happened on the Isle of Wight in 1981. 
Ithappened with a few of the lads, Billy 
Armstrong and Roy Walsh, on one 
‘occasion. Their wives would come from 
Belfast, travel a long journey to Long 
Lartin only to find that the boys had 
been moved to the Isle of Wight, 
another tremendaps journey for them, 
from the Midlands right down to the 
south of England. It happened I think 
fn two or three occasions with Roy 
Walsh. Roy recently had a visit where, 
after spending 11 years in prison he was 
still on supervised visits and he was in 
Gartree on a vist, Ithink 4gaolerssat in 
the small room ‘with him during the 
visit. Now he has a visit only perhaps 2 
cor 3 times a year with his family from 
Belfast. It is & sort of a release, sort of 
emotional sort of binge when you get 
the family together and yet he found 
that the screws really tried to goad him. 
He ended up knocking one of the screws 
‘out, and he was dragged out losing his 
visil. That type of victimisation is repre- 
hensible and is an ongoing thing in gaol. 
FRFI: This kind of harassment exten} 
ded to correspondence, didn't it? | 
RMcL: It did. On many occasions 
had letters returned to me and they said 
Tean’t say this. [remember one particu- 
lar incident, They returned the letter to 
me. And what I did was write it out ex- 


them. It came back. On three occasions 
itcame back. Early on they wouldn't let 
us have any political discussion. Any- 
thing like that was stopped. Any men- 
tion of prison conditions was stopped. 
‘And this was true right up until ‘SI until 
the verdict in the European Court of 
Human Rights which said that all pris- 
‘oners must be given free access to who- 
fever they wish to correspond with and 
vice versa any person who wished to cor- 
respond should have free access to the 
prisoner. 


FRFI: Can you just say something 
‘abqut how that European Court ruling 
came about. 
RMcL: It came about as an English 
prisoner took itto court. He gathered all 
the relevant information aver a period 
of six years. Everybody knows about 
the workings of prisons, the bureauc- 
ison. You've got to see the 
ws and that can take a 
month, You see the governor, you see 
the Board of Visitors and then you've 
got to petition the Home Office and that 
‘could take anything up to 6 months. It 
takes incredible stamina to carry any 
Jegal battle outside on behalf of a priso- 
nner. There are all sorts of constraints. If 
you drop your proceedings we'll give 
‘you parole, if you stop kicking up, we'll 
give you parole, we'll move you to a pri- 
son nearer lo your family, that type of 
thing. I think it took about 6 years 
before he actually got to Europe and 
‘won the case. Nobody could ever really 
understand the incredible amount of 
stamina it takes to carry out that type of 
case from behind walls. He must be con- 
‘gralulated because it wasa great gain for 
prisoners in England. 


Hull 1976—the turning point | 


FREI: It’s weil known that the Irish 
prisoners as well as defending their own 
Tights, have also ensaed in join! strug- 
‘gles with other prisoners. The first ma: 
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see 
jevastation in A wing, Hull gao! 1976 


1984 at Reamonn Mac Lochl: 


The following interview was given to FRF! on 26 May 


10 YEARS 


jinn’s home in Buncrana 


Co Donegal. Reamonn Mac Lochiainn was arrested in 
Coventry on 14 November 1974 following a premature 
explosion in which his comrade James McDade died. 
He was released on 28 December 1983 after serving 
over nine years of his twelve year sentence. FRFI sends 
greetings to Ray and welcomes his release from 
captivity. All revolutionaries in Britain have admired, 
and been inspired by, the principled struggle of Ray 
and his fellow POWs in British prisons. The interview 


reflects that principled stand 


and the growing respect 


which the POWs have won from all prisoners in the 


British prison system. 


Welcome Reamonn Mac Lochlainn! 


Victory to Irish POWs! 
Victory to all prisoners! 


jor one was Hull 1976. Can you tell us 
‘something about what happened there. 
RMcL.: Holl, in my view, was a great 
turning point in relations between Eng- 
lish prisoners and Irish Republicans. 

‘Hull came about not as the sensation 
alist press would state by a flare up of 
emotion. It was a long process of the 
prison authorities taking back little pri 
Vileges from prisoners. You were allow. 
ed three letters, they would cut it down, 
to two. About six weeks later they 
would takea little bit off the association 
time. And you only had access to the 
‘gymnasium for an hour a week or what 
ever. That would be cut. Gradually over 
a period of time it came (0 a boiling 
point. At that particular time Hull had 
the record for putting more prisonerson 
report and putting them in isolation 
Units than any other top security prison 
in England. More prisoners spent time 
in solitary confinement in Hull than in 
‘any other prison in England. Only Alba- 
ny came close in that period. One day 
the news came from the block that a pri- 
soner had been badly beaten. It was: 
Gecided, as it is in prison by word’ of 
mouth, that there'd be a protest that 
evening. It wasn't expertly organised, as 
the press said, by the IRA or any other 
section of prisoners. What actually hap- 
pened was sit-down protest on the cen- 
re of D wing. 


7 o'clock on that evening about 70 
prisoners congregated there—a peace- 
ful sit-down protest demanding that the 
prisoner be put up to see whether he was 
beaten or not. The Assistant Governor 
appeared and assured us that he was not 
‘beaten upand that it was only arumour, 
ete, etc. So we demanded that he be 
‘brought up so that we could see for our- 
selves. If ie wasn’t beaten up we would 
g0 back to our cells. This was refused. 
About 7.5Spm a screw was entering A 
wing and as these things happen 2 or 3 
‘people pushed their way through into A 
‘wing and the whole mass surged into A 
‘wing and it was then going {0 be a sit- 
down in A wing, an overnight thing. But 
it developed further very quickly. 
Somebody fired a bucket of water and 
shouted a slogan which I didn't hear. 
“The next thing, probably in ten min- 
utes, that whole wing was wrecked from 
top io bottom. It was incredible. The 
release and frustration and anger and 
everything else, all the pent-up emotions 
in prison. A wing was destroyed in 10-15 
minutes and then we decided to cut 
through the roof. We got up on that 
roof and went along to the isolation 
room al the back of A wing. We broke 
in through that roof and released the 
prisoners in solitary confinement. We 
broke the doors down and got them out. 
This all happened in maybe about half 


an hour. The whole place was reall 
charged up. It was incredible, the 

of events, you know, everything just 
happened, sort of gained momentum. 
Everything happened very very quickly. 

"Then somebody climbed up a dr 
pipe on D wing and 4 or § prisoners fol 
owed him. It was decided then that 
‘we'd tear that roof off. For no specific 
reason. But as t turned out, it was prob- 
ably the most significant move we made 
that night 4 

It directly overlooked the centre, 
‘About half an hour later the forerun- 
ners to the MUFTI squad —they had 
visors, shields, batons, masks and bullet 
proof vests —a squad of about 60 or 70 
screws came to try and retake A wing, 
Togetto A wing they had to go through 
the centre, and we had the D wing roof, 
It was a really strategic point, and we 
Jampooned them with al sorts of slates, 
bricks, everything that lay at our hands. 
Till always remember the prison officer 
who was leading the charge said 
"Retreat lads, retreat’ It was. disorder- 
ly retreat and they ran in all directions, 
‘We actually pinned two of them in acor- 
ner by themselves and every time they 
attempted to come out bricks were hurl- 
ed at them, and slates. Bul eventually 
they did get out. None of them were in- 
jured. The great thing about this riot 
was it was a mass of destruction on a 
massive scale. It was the biggest in Eng- 
lish history. Only one serew during that 
whole period was hurt and he was hurt 
in the hand by a flying slate. None of 
them were ever seriously injured. It was 
really frustration, prisoners being in an 
extremely repressive prison. 

‘The protest lasted for about 3 days, 
‘Over that period a great comradeship 
built up between all prisoners, blacks, 
English, Irish, everybody, And truly, it 


| was really international’ in a sense. 


‘There were no cliques, people mixed 
with each other freely. Ii wasteallyasif 
you were released from prison and ina 
totally different environment, 1 look 
back on it with an immense amount of 
nostalgia. As far as prison is concerned 
that is che moment I enjoyed most, or 
one ofthe moments, 

FREI: Was it af Hull that files were 
discovered? 

RMcL: Yes, that’s right. We got files 
there, Really, it was probably the grea 


est eye-opener for English prisoners in 
general that they ever got. I was sitting 
beside one prisoner and he was reading 
hhis own file. A ‘nice’ gaoler had been 
talking to him and icing him tha he 
was guaranteed parole. I 
rons wating repors Ua he Wap 69 
sitting there reading, sa 
prisoner thinks he's conning 
Gefinitely a recidivist, prisoner! 
goes out tomorrow he'll omit 
He's rogue. He attempts to 
prison officers because he th 
short way out. Under no circimst 
should he be given parole, 
Another one was.a Liverpool i 
was doing a five year senten 
having family troubles and hisswif 
putting immense pressure on Him 
for parole, and he said he had 
himself by grovelling to screws, 
aol df characte Ag 
again assured he would defititely ge 
parole, He was making tea for 
which ‘really he couldn't beat dg 
because being a sort of a princi 
fellow in many ways—he knew he 
demeaning himself. But 
to try and keep bis fami 
cere. But the report way 
tempts io use his family 
ut of prison. If he was 
he would commit crime again a 


ruibiess in the sense that heSwoild 


lanything for his own ends, which was 
onsense, He was a very quiet fellow 

very unassuming, Nota fellow who 
ul play upon any weakness in any- 
dy else. 


‘There was a Dundalk prisoner who 


‘amember of the IRA. He was only 2 
iysin the prison when he was seen talk- 
ig 10 Martin Brady who is one of the 
prisoners there. They built a big 
fe around this. They condemned the 
without any case whatever. He had 
10 connections whatever with the IRA. 
fe was an ordinary Irish prisoner. 

Hull built up 2 comradeship, it buile 
spa respect that was to last through the 
years among the militant prisoners in 
iglish gaols and the Irish prisoners. It 
an a great trust between them. Any- 
thing that was going to happen, any sort 
f protest, they could rely on cach 
ther. We realised we could rely on Eng~ 
prisoners for the first time, And 
from then on we had very few problems 
vith militant English prisoners. 


if 
ended? 
feL: Well, after three days a func 
jionary from tire Home Office was sent 


Can you tell us how the protest 


lership apparatus among the prison- 


, but We decided to send delegate 
from each block. 

‘The terms were in effect that if wesur- 
dered some time during that day he 
juaranteed we would not be beaten up. 
We would not be held for long in soli- 
y confinement. The prisaners cook 
them at their Word. An agreement was 
jade which later was broken. The pri- 
ners staried yoing down and were held 
B wing which was separated from the 
t of the prison. We were held there 
iid the beatings began almost immedi- 
ly. Prisoners were kicked senseless in 
aftermath of Hull. Later 12 screws 
re charged, 8 of them convicted. Of 
10se Sconvicted the vast majority were 
yw as the dog squad among the pris 
ers. ‘These were the really heavy 
“ws who were used for taking people 
solitary confinement. Some of them 
re from the solitary confinement 


You were in Albany at the time 
of the Albany protest in May last year. 

ld you tell us about that? 

Li Albany is seriously misrepre- 
fed in the English press. It was not an 
initiated action. It was nothing to 
‘with drugs or drug abuse in prison. It 
ly came about through a series of 
ne day strikes by prisoners in the pre- 
ding 3 or 4 months about food condi- 
ons, about visting conditions and ll 

conditions in the prison, especially 
rk conditions. There was a mail bag 
op in Albany which for long term pri- 


bag shop. These things all came 
and were the real reason why 
Stew up in Albany. Plus the fact 
that er those preceding 3 or 4 months 
fe were 3 stabbings in the prison, 
Fvo,af those definitely.were instigated | 
pifiieprison staff. We know that fora | 
bets eons information was civen 
bout anc individdal Geeause he was a 
valk Prlboner: Teas Feaked that he f 
Mea 8 sex Cate, tak Ne Wasa grass afd 
this was leaked by screws. Ie turncd gat 
vaially andabsolitely wins. Therefore 
Neenieskup getting sabed. fink ally 
Hoh Serious 


Pie cpries aes iw lie ail Poe 
shop, Thete Siete about ten prisoners in 
the mail Baz shape Tavas one of tose 
tei Wederidedaial wewamtedthe mail 
hiagahog tlosed GoWvn Becamisete view - 
edit eedeerading forgot wor per 
Sonally went through Brisorrand ever 
seed oie mail baged tnd all the grher 
DFsongre in there ete in fo paps 
hea tessons. These bagstiak were) 
Wri agially wegehigoedin asamp | 
ghrowN away. There vs ndcamypeniay: | 


economically or otherwise. We decided 
‘unanimously that we were not sewing 
‘mail bags. Not only were we not sewing 
them but we decided to attempt through 
‘peaceful means (o persuade the prison 
authorities to stop sewing mail bags in 
Albany prison. 

‘They refused outright. 1 was moved 
‘out for instigating thisstrike. Iwasin.no 
‘doubt again that it was an Irish Republi 
can prisoner picked out for no other 
reason than my record as a Republican 
prisoner. The reality was that it was a 
unanimous decision by all prisoners. 
Bat when I was moved out, the lads or- 
ganised a gaol-wide strike, not just a 


| mail bag one, but all the workshops in 


the prison, in solidarity with me and in 
‘an attempt to end mail bag sewing in Al- 
bany. They had a two-day strike. 
Nothing came out of that. 

People were fined. So 4 of the lads 
who were in the mail bag shop with me, 
jumped on the roof of the shop and rip 
ped it off. Then there was a disturbance 
day after that on B wing in which shit 
‘was rubbed on a door handle. A serew 
grabbed it and his hand was covered 


HULL 197! 
between all prisoners, 
rybody... It was real 


then. Then it came to Britain. It was 
designed by an architect in conjunction 
with a team of psychologists. They 
designed it for maximum isolation. For 
instance, the windows are about 3 foot 
deep. You have about six 3-inch square 
‘windows with heavy frosted glass which 


also your only view. It's 
‘brain needs a certain amount of fresh air 
to keep it all functioning properly. This 
window only allowsa limited amount of | 
air. For example, if you do any sort of 
‘raining, press-ups or anything in that 
‘cell, almost immediately you begin 10 
‘sweat before you've really exerted your- 
self, because of the density of the air. It 
was always dark. It was also facing 
north-northwest, which in effect 
‘means tha you never fee the sun 
‘They really worked hard at trying to 
keep you totally isolated. You were all- 
‘owed out of your cell individually only, 
so you never saw another prisoner. The 
only time you may see himisif you went 


a great comradeship built up 


lacks, English, Irish, 
ly as if you were released 


with shit. He became enraged and turn- 
‘ed round to the nearest prisoner and 
said clean that. The prisoner refused to 
clean it because he said Ididn’t putit on. 
It was a matter of principle. He refused 
todo it. 


‘The screw ordered him to clean it and | 


when he refused he tuned to another 
prisoner and he refused and it sort of 
‘upped the whole tempo in the place. 
Next thing he pressed the bell and a 
stack of other screws came up, The 
whole thing developed from there and 
prisoners wrecked as much as possible 
of B wing. 


‘The other wings were on exercise as 
this was happening. So the boys broke 
through to the top storey of the prison 


and broke the big window in an attempt | 


toget upon the roof. The prisoners who 
were out on exercise here saw this. They 
‘came over and climbed up this window 
thing right the way to the top. Ten went 
upfour Irish Republican prisoners 
‘and one Palestinian and five of the mili- 
tant section of the English prisoners on 


the roof and they had a protest which | 


lasted for five days. 

The whole thing stemmed from the 
conditions within the prison ~ very rep- 
ressive conditions. These long-term pri- 
sons, the new ones, are very, very 
repressive. Internally they remind you 
of an underground tunnel. You can't 
see more than ten yards. 1 believe it 
definitely leads to a heightening of ten- 
sion. There's no outlet. You can touch 
the roof. You can touch the walls each 
side of you. There’s very little space to 
‘move, it’s ail cramped in. It’s really like 
alittle series of tunnels with windowson 
them. It must have a psychological ef- 
fect on prisoners. 

Then the fact that the food in Albany: 
at the time was atrocious and the work 
conditions, the visiting conditions, 
again were very bad. There was Heavy 
emphégiggon security, not osfy in. our 
visits SaligteWere always supervised, but 
in gee Op four cases in those preceeding 
3 or 4 mgitths four of the visitorsavere 


ng inand settingsrip-scamched. Areal 


lice doesn’t Lie i But mane your 
‘eiatiees strp-searched can bea seRy 
Heavy expesience 


Wakefield Control Unit 


BRB lot af the prisoners spent a 
‘ong tiie ws solo pafier' Iban 

RMeLz" Sieve Blakes ln, sobtary 
conten: late: Notoaly ib sobtars tt 
hale the worst isakation unit tn. BEE 
sain HE | Ewing Wake figid Ewing 
‘has taken frovs an Amer -an model t 
raeithen’ taker: 0 Srannictmr ia Ger 
trampwhere the Baader Meith dk weve 


down during exercise but you couldn't 
communicate with him in any way. 

Perhaps I can give another illustra 
sion ofthis point, of how it was used to 
disorientate. You remember the Guild- 
ford case. There was an appeal to that 
The 4 people who were convicted of the 
Guilford bombings are totally inno- 
cent. Now when the Balcombe Street 
lads were captured they decided to tell 
true details of what happened at Guild- 
Tord in order to get innocent people out 
of prison. So they laid out in great detail 
exacily how that operation was carried 
‘out, in conjunction with Brendan Dowd 
‘who was picked up in Liverpool earlier. 
Brendan had all the details of that oper- 
| ation, from Ato Z. And the police knew 
| that what Brendan had stated was true, 

but they did not want to release the 
‘ther prisoners on political grounds. 

So what they cid in effect was put 
Brendan on the ghost train (we callitthe 
ghost train, which means that you are 
Titerally shunted from one prison to 
| another, one isolation unit ina prison to 
another). He went round probably 

about 8 prisons in 2 years. Local pri- 
sons, where you bad no communication 
‘with any long term prisoners. Two solid 
‘years it was like this. 

So at the end of 2 years he was in a! 
very disorientated state. His whole reac- 
| tions were slowed down. If you asked 

him a question he'd have to take it in, 
‘chew it over before he could answer it. 
So they brought him into the courtroom 
in ths state, and obviously his evidence 
‘was not good. The judge said he was ob- 
viously making up the story and had not 
learned his ines well. And in effect what 
they did was ensure that he could not ex- 
press himself well. He ended up in a 
Seriously disoriented state, and ended 
up being used as a scapegoat to keep in- 
nnocent peoplein prison. And that'show 
the British state operates ith prisoners, 


FRE: Ygis spent some sige in F wing, 
in hd egrligr days as welt? 
RMcL: @¥es, in_78.“E was on the 
Bixthes hte for 2 gmat: 


| past: toralle ded th oy hae 
os 
RMol: As Tes, 300 at uaibicte 


{ eonmionicste... you sr- utile (0 sit 
} down and cali. You sirdowm and your 


‘They had 4 =ysterm als there where 
| there wast lft steel walioway from the 
ie Well galetnto theumt and every 
Shoring ap6e clock they sedte came 
Gie if thegeeen masceand thatwas tHe 
fisighing you wakeaa © ceenpmon~ 
elt was Zamprig tes OMMesstec! 
grille. Ang that wasigetually parte! the 
Peghological process od make up 


| hell. You knew the whole process, you 
‘woke up, you made your bed, they'd 
‘come and open the door a quarter of an 
hour later. You put your bed out the 
‘whole day. You knew you were there 
alone for the rest of the day. You knew 
‘you had fifteen hours steady monotony. 
‘The screws would not speak t0 you 
except to try and degrade 
screws who operated in this F: 
specially trained. They: 
they were doing. And whatin effectthey 
free attempting todo was o break you. 
‘was a serious attempt to break prison- 
fers and initially it was used on social 
prisoners. They used it on Micky Wil- 
liams, Brought from the Isle of Wight to 
that. The initial thing with the unit was 
‘you went into it for a period of 90 days. 
You had no association whatever during, 
| those 90 days with any other prisoner. 
They did not talk to you. You had no 
‘communication with nobody in effect. 


ut back to day 1. That means you 
started your 90days, afresh. Even if you 


1. So you fearned to keep the rules. 
Ifyou were lucky enough tomake the 
90 days then you went onto the second 
which was limited association. 
You were allowed out, maybe (0 sew 
mail bags with a couple of other 
prisoners and you could talk for an 
hour an hour and ahalf. Then you went 
to another 90 days of that. If you didn’t 
infringe rules you went back on your 
own in prison. The thing was that 
generally people would be broken, and 
they would fear going there again. 
Now there was such an outery in that 
period by the liberal press and the 
liberals within the system that they 
closed the Wakefield unit. But in reality 
they didn’t close it. What they would do 
then was put you on Rule 43. They 
hanged the name froma contol uit {¢ 
wing. But nothing changed. Rule 43, 
means they could hold you foran unlim- 
ited period. They could hold you for the 
of your sentence there, if they 
‘wanted to. The outcry died down, but in 
fact nothing changed. 


Solidarity with POWs 


FREI: What effect do publicity, agita- 
tion and pickets outside have on the 


prisoners: 
MeL: In terms of demonstratio 
people working in solidarity with pris- 
‘ners has an immense impact on pris 
‘ners. On the political level, political 
prisoners will see the political reasons 
for this. And they will also state their 
views on certain aspects of the sort of 
solidarity work, pickets, whether that 
work is effective or not. Now the thing 
that prisoners in English gaols would 
like best to see isthe. together of 
the left groups of and as big 
demonstrations as possible in support 
Of repatriation or in support of better 
‘conditions of all prisoners in prisons. 
‘Any work done on our behalf, any pub- 
licity done, is greatly appreciated. 

‘We think the pickets could be put to a 
lopbetter use. They should be very selec- 
Js they should be used in conjunction 
vith prisoners proigsts. I mean ona 
f couple of occasions when the prisdiet 
Prere Sctually peBjesting there were no, 
Pigketieednd ¥eE they would come on 
| seein thee was nothing 

pain. and jtig#hout slogans, for 
fad soe 


[ieftcoming togetherto workoas single 
Kssue. The momentum. it gine’ in the 
cart stggestisappeared fer ong reason 
Vor snotherci’ ithad vcen .epegsing it 
fwoeld -T belie, hay «chieved'a tat ef: 
fresps) ddd gives apres: Geos ap 
Ppriton, im the Sense thot we 2s<0ctated 
deep" mitb idan ecaced our Betom 


‘And any time during those 90 days if | 
you infringed one of the rules you were | 


‘were 60 days in it you were back to day | 


‘would actively help them and communi- 


‘cate with the outside world and perform 
certain acts within the prison which 
‘would help the campaign. 


FREI: When the Albany protest took 
lace, the Irish Solidarity Movement or- 
‘ganised two pickets. Not at the prison, 
‘but at the Home Office Prison Depart- 
‘ment in London. Did the prisoners get 
‘to hear about that? 
IRMcL: Yes, they did, later, because 
lafter the 81 decision in the European 
[Court to give free access to prisoners 
fand letters and newspapers, they were 
faliowed to see certain left-wing news- 
Dapersin which they didread about this 
ink again it was greatly appreciated 
swe understood the political reason: 
drawback was that at that period 
should have been people down 
there protesting. 


‘The struggle continues 


FREI: Now that you're out of prison 
would you like 10 tell us something 
about what you're doing now? 

RMecL: Well, when I came out of 
prison I joined Sinn Fein. I'm trying to 
work within my own community here, 
within Sinn Fein and push Sinn Fein 
policies within this area. At present 
‘we're trying to get a candidate elected to 
Europe from this area. But the main 
priority will be on community politics, 
thenceds of working people. People will 
bbe broadly sympathetic to the national 
‘question, but they are deterred for one 
reason of another from voting for Sinn 
Fein or getting involved in Sinn Fein ac- 
tivities. So it’s really a job of trying to 
heighten their consciousness. But the 
‘most important thing is to get involved, 
as I see it, in community polities i 
throughout the Twenty Six Counties 
‘and build up a base fora mass organisa- 
tion, a mass working class party based 
‘on solid socialist Republican principles 
in Ireland. 


RFI: Looking back on your prison 
‘experience, would yousay it strengthen 
‘ed your determination as a Republican? 
RMeL: Without a doubt, Without a 
‘doubt. It has the effect of intensifying 
my beliefs and it has the effect of clarify- 
{ng a lot of my ideas. It becomes more 
ielear exactly where we stood in the Irish 
revolution and where we stood intern 
‘Gonally as well, with the oppressed of 
the world, We've not just @ nationals 
farmy trying to get Brits out of : 
Wwe see ourselves in the role of fighting it 
‘the vanguard of the oppressed right 
throughout the world. We are in com- 
radeship with the Palestinians, the El 
Salvadoreans, with the people of Gren- 
‘ada, in Africa, South Africa, ANC, 
Tight throughout the world, The whole 
‘spectrum of oppressed are there fighting 
‘with us. We in Ireland are part of an in- 
temational struggle Actually fel 
quite proud to bea part of that struggle. 
It gives me great prideto know that lam 
struggling with the true humanity, with 
the struggling people right across the 
globe. 

‘At the end Isend my greetings to Eng- 
lish comrades, socialist comrades, who 
are working very hard to publicise the 


‘OF igiet mportaiees Heese if 
succes in putting Whe sobjalist 
Perspective dipthe Irish revolute for- 


evolution. itn oily irgeBermto keep 
Hosking, aifd Keep working verwtbard 
hiiais behalf: And teigmpmesciated by 
the irish Republica pmsanets, very 
Bich appreeisted. Comgeatulstions and 


Endo satsus tena AdMBt ths Mawttnin ME prigons io't- WE decided that P thank you. 
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Staying Power: the History of 
Black People in Britain Peter 
Fryer, Pluto Press. £9.95 632pp 
White Man's Country: Racism in 
British Politics Robert Miles & 
Annie Phizachlea, Pluto Press. 
£4.95 184pp. 


This, the first history of Black people in 
Britain, s @ useful addition to our know- 
edge. To read the continuous story from 
the opening sentence, "There were Afri- 
cans in Britain before the English came 
here’ to the conclusion of the 1981 upris- 
lings is fascinating. Peter Fryer sets out 10 
convince the reader that Black people as 
individuals and communities have @ his- 
fory in this country, which means that 
they have also made the history of this 
Jand. Weare persuaded, and Black people 
‘emerge from obscurity as breathing lv 
ing personalities who played their part in 
the struggles of the poor in Britain at all 
times. 

Not all by any means, were impover- 
shed and obscure. Many Black people 
achieved fame and fortune throughout 
the canturles as artists, musiaians, w 
ers and, indeed, as very high-class ladies 
of pleasure and leaders of fashion. 

But the major characteristic of Black 
people in Britains tobediscoveredinthat 
mast human of qualities ‘staying power’ 
The book is a tribute to the dignity, deter 
mination and staying power of humanity 
against the odds. And the odds are well 
ocumented too: the siavers, the'science’ 
racism and the Institutions of the Brit 
isn stale, 


Peter Fryer shows us How the bid for 
freedom was the first priority forall Black. 
slaves landed on these shores, how even 
the pampered and petted ‘properties’ of 
aristocratic ladies would run for liberty as 
soon as possible. Following the abolition 
of slavery the human dignity of Black 
people in Britain was under vicious as- 
‘sault from nineteenth century civlisers 
‘who were liberal gentlemen In the context 
Of the English parliamentary system, but 
filthy-minded racists In relationship to 
Black people. 

“The honourable members of the British 
‘Association for the Advancement of 
Science, the Anthropological Society of 
London and others, developed a mass of 
‘pseude-scientific data leading to the con- 
clusion that there is good reason forcias- 
sifying the Negro as a distinct species 
closer to the ape than to the European. 
‘These convenient theories meant that the 
‘genocide practisedin British colonial pos- 
‘Sessions was not a matter to trouble the 
consciences of the profitmakers and 
their friends. 

In 1885 there were protests In Britain, 
led by John Stuart Mil, against the Gover 
nor of Jamaica. Governor Eyre had sup- 
‘essed a rebellion of Black farmers at Mor. 
ant Bay with the utmost sadistic cruelty 
unleashed against children, women and 
men. Immediately an organisation sprang 
Lp against the ‘Nigger Philanthropists’ in 
Britain in defence of the Governor who 
was threatened with prosecution. Its 
members sought to raise £10,000 for his 
legal defence and their names read like a 
rollcall of the great Victorians; Thomas 
Gatlyle, Charles Dickens, poet laureate 
‘Tennyson, Matthew Amoid and Charles 
Kingsley among them. 


Against such respectable men and 
‘ecientific’ organisations the Black 
people of Britain had to continue to tive 
and survive. They did so because the 
struggle against oppression Is the fight 
for all humanity and Black people took 
‘ride of place in the early organisation of 
the first working-class moverents in the 
world. nthe words of one noble Eat, The 
idea of abolishing siavery is connected 
with the leveling system and the rights of 
‘man’ with liberty and equality’ 

'Black people took an active part in the 
first trades union movements, the sut- 
frage organisations and the Chartist 
movement, nearly always representing 
the most progressive political tends. Wil 
lam Cuffay, son of a slave, was for ex 
‘ample one of the bestioved and known 
leaders of the Chartist movement in Lon- 
‘don. He taught a whole generation of his: 
fellow workers what organisation and 
solidarity means. Sentenced to transpor 
tation for the term of his natural life for 
political activities Cuftay continued his 
work to the last, addressing his working- 
class audience in Tasmania as ‘fellow 
slaves 

‘After the glories of the Chartist move- 
ment when British workers had extended 
the hand of liberty, equality and fraternity 
{o the oppressed Irish and other colonial 
sed peoples as part of their own struggle 
against rulingclass tyranny, the move 
ment changed. Black people could not 
‘continue to play a leading role in the 
‘struggles of the British working class be- 
‘cause the organisations of the working. 
class became to.a greater orlesserextent 
racist. 

“The story of Black people in this land 
becomes a history of the everyiay strug 
Gle to survivein the heartland of the great 
British Empire. A country which could op- 
‘press with a poisonous mixture ot military 
‘might, missionary arrogance, divide-and- 
rule and genocide, one sixth of the 
planet's surface, was an uncomfortable 
place for Black people tolive in. Humanity 
‘and common-sense often won through in 
the communities but Black people cont 
ted to be seen as representatives of the 
colonialised nations .and the working 
class organisations usually took the 
‘same view of the British right to Empire as 
their masters. 

“The determination of the working-class 
to. permit no advance on their hard-won 
rights and standard of living by any other 
section was clearly seen after both World 
Wars, Race riots, actually attacks on the 
Black community, broke out in Liverpool 
and Cardiff in 1919. Black servicemen 
were dumped by the hundreds, penniless 
‘and defenceless on the beaches of Brit 
ain, After the Second World War ant 
Black riots again broke out in Liverpool 
and elsewhere. The immediate back 
‘ground to these attacks was thedetermin- 
‘2d efforts of the National Union of Sea- 
men to keep Black seamen off British 
ships. 

In periods such as these the Black com- 
munity could do little more than defend 
Itself. Among the many welfare organisa- 
tions that sprang up was the League of 
Coloured Peoples established by the 
Jamaican Dr Harold Moody. But that little 
‘more they did also. Black newspapers and 
periodicals appeared, demands for equal 
Fights never ceased and ‘staying power 
‘saw them through. The high aspirations 
‘or freedom now took the form of the anti- 
colonial struggle and many Back people 
agitated and organised from Britain 
against Britain's Empire. 


Racial harassment in London. 
Published by the GLC, County 
Hall, London SE1 7PB 1984. 
Free. 

‘Facial harassment in London’ is & report 
submitted by a panel of inquiry set up by 
‘Ge GLC Police Committee. It attempts to 
2ssess the incidence and nature of raciat 
harassment and |n particular the re- 
sponse of the police and GLC housing de- 
partments to the. attacks reported to 
them, 

Predictably the panel found that racial 
‘attacks are increasing in number, yet the 
‘majority of these are not reported either to 
‘he police or housing departments. Vic- 
‘ims consistently experience long delays: 
jn 999 calls boing answered, and a racist 
‘approach by the police if they do arrive — 
the attackers are frequently ignored while 
the victims themselves may be interro- 
‘gated, searched, detained and on occas 
Jon arrested on ‘trumped-up’ charges. 
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Housing departments encourage racism 
by Ignoring reported harassment, taking 
no action against the perpetrators, allo- 
cating large numbers of Afro-Caribbean 
‘and Asian families tothe oldest and most 
run-down estates, neglecting repair and 
maintenance of these estates, and refus- 
Ing transfer or support where families are 


fn actual physical danger from their 
attackers. 

The report concludes by recommen: 
ding better training and education of 
police officers in dealing with complaints 
‘ofracial harassment, moreefficient regis- 
tration of incidents, improved consulta: 
tion between ethnic community tenants 
by GLC housing departments. In common 
with all such “well meaning’ bourgeois 
attempts to cosmetically patch up an in- 
tolerable situation the report not only fails 
Jn scope (harassment in schools and work 
situations is barely mentioned) but most 
importantly misses the political reality 
Despite the panef's own evidence that 
police racism Is itself the instigator of 
‘many incidents, the report does not recog: 
nise that racial harassment will continue 
toincrease so long as capitalism survives 
in this country, using its racist police and 
state officials ta implement interracial 
hatred, the strongest and most divisive 
‘weapon of oppression. 

Elizabeth Steel 


‘The Pan African Congress held in Mar: 
chester in 1945 was fired not only by the 
iants of the Black intelligensia as earlier 
Congresses has been, but by the millions 
ct oppressed people in struggle against 
the British. Present were trades union rep: 
resentatives from Sierra Leone and Trin. 
dad, freedom fighters from Nigeria and 
the Gameroons as well as poltical parties 
like the Grenada Labour Party and the 
People’s National Party of Jamaica. The 
“declaration to the Colonial Workers, Far- 
‘mers and Intellectuals’ drafted by Kwame 
Nkrumah from that Congress ‘served as 
the pacemaker of decolonisation in 
Arica and the British West Indies’. Mean- 
while Asian radicals continued to lobby 


through organisations lke Annie 
Besant's India League for support for In- 
dependence. 


Tanywhere there is to be acriticiem of 
Peter Fryer's book it fs that he too easily 
differentiates between the antiracist 
fightin Britain and the anti-colonial strug- 
‘gle being orchestrated, together with the 
Oppressed masses, from Britain, He says 
that the radicals, CLR’ James, George 
Padmore, Ras Makonnen and Jomo Ken- 
yatta were not lett wing as opposed to Dr 
Harold Moody and the League of Colour. 
#0 Peoples. The radicals had set therr- 
selves the task of independence for the 
colonies and they achieved this in Africa 
‘and india. This might be a true impression 
‘of how events appeared af the time but it 
‘does not help the read to prepare for the 
final section of the book which records 
the rise of the official racist state in 
Britain 

Many Black activists did of course see 
the link between the Imperialist oppres 
sion of other nations and the position of 
Biack people in the working class in Bri 
ain. One such is Shapusji Saktlavala, an 
Uuntiing anti-imperialist and Communist 
Member of Parliament for North Batter. 
sea (1922), whose life is briefly touched 


people in Britain in 
the post war period is the history of 
double oppression, both as workers and 


‘as black people—in some cases the triple 
‘oppression of black women workers. Its 
also a history ofthe racism and betrayals. 
of succeeding Labour Governments and 
the trade union movement. For just as 


Independence has not brought liberty 10, 
former British colonies in the capitalist 
system, so belng British and Black does 
not mean democratic rights. The final 
stages of the story are well-documented 
and the author draws largely on the 
writings of A. Sivanandan to relate the 
fecent struggles of Black people for 
trades union rights, against police attack 
and racist harassment, But Peter Fryer 
throws away some of his responsibilities 
as a historian and merely gives chapter 
and verse to show that Black people in 
Britain are second class citizens’. Where 
2s the racigm of the past is well explained 
within the economics of the slave trade 
and plantation production, the racism of 
the present day remains something of a 
‘mystery though real enough. 

‘Apart from this flaw at the end of the 
book, and that is only one-sided, itis tobe 
Tecommended as a good read. 

When we turn to White Mang Country: 
Racism in British Politics we know for 
sure that pseudo-science is alive and with 
us stil. | feel truly sorry for anyone buying 
this book, Itcontains a mish-mash of soci- 
logy, epistemology, yes — and even anth- 
ropology can be found here. Inattempting 
toexplain racism in Britain since 1945 the 
authors have produced a series of essays, 
which read.as they are addressed to & 
seminar for white five year olds with act 
vanced university faiigue. Here Is a 
sample, 


“The association of physical difference 
with negative attributes in adataemi 
tle manner in the minds of sections of 
all classes in Britain meant that the 
‘eaction to the migrants was racist.’ 
‘The crudest and most widely known 
classification Is that between Gauc- 
asian, Negro and Mongolold “races” 
“Race” it seems is obvious. 
Untortunately it is one of the human 
species's most dangerous myths. This 
is demonstrated In two ways... ..." 


I may be fun to revive the discussions of 
nineteenth century racists and then dis- 
card them, but itis replaced by a ‘marx: 
sm’ abused beyond belief 


‘In the case of the Far East, the image 
of the “Oriental coolie" will take onnew 
significance, but one that is stil linked 
with the idea of race”... What the idea, 
of “race” obscures isthe real historical 
evelopment of capital...” 


Ofcourse we have to be amused or we feel 
anger with the authors whose real poll 
caal aim Is stated at the end of thie ridicu- 
ous book. The unemployed youth who 
rose up in the summer of 1981 are regar- 
ded as ‘sub-proletariat' and the only way 
forward for them is to unite with the or- 
ganised Labour Movement. Initsturn ‘The 
Labour Party and the trades unions must 
mobilise their rank and file against racist 
practices at all levels’. What a lot of gar 
bbage to get through to arriveal the old for. 
ces of the past, the failed, the stale sys: 
tem of British chauvinism, 

Susan Davidson 


IHEALTH IN SOUTH 
AFRICA 


|Crippling a nation: Health in 
spartheid South Africa. Aziza 
\Seedat, IDAF £3.00. 
lin the country which performed the first 
WA transplant operation, the country 
has the highest Gross National Pro- 
in Aries, Aziza Seedat's Book shows 
‘health’ under apartheid means sut 
and death for the black majority of 
‘ica. 
infant mortality for whites in 1878 was 
14.9 per 1,000 lve births for black Africans 
1874 100-110 por 1,000 live births (since 
1847 it has not been compulsory for Atr- 
to register births or deaths). White 
‘Africans sutfer the diseases of af 
tn 1982 the incidence of heart dis 
whites was the highest in 
‘world. Black South Alricans sutter the 


the average black South African in 197 
‘R237 compared with R2534_ for 


whites, and in 1981 the doctor: patient 
ratio was 1:330 whites, 1:91,000 Africans. 
The South African government and its| 
westem backers are always telling us that} 
the black people in South Africa are bette] 
off than their African neighbours, but in| 
‘Angola there is 1 doctor per 15,400 pop. 
‘and in Upper Volta 1 doctor per 58,800] 


Pop. 
Industrial diseases euch as asbestosis| 
‘and lead poisoning are caused by totally 
‘standards of occupational 
the author states} 
3ttraction for forelgn| 
Investors faced with increasingly strin| 
gent safety regulations in their own cour| 
‘ty. In 1984 a Britich mining expert claim | 
ed that deaths in South African mines| 
wore 8 times those in British mines. 
‘Mental health institutions have been| 
described as ‘human warehouses’ with] 
patients forced to work 11 hours per day| 
for pittance pay in the form of cigarettes| 
and sweets; sleeping on grass mats on 9) 
‘cement floor; housed in old mining com 
pounds. 

‘Aziza Seedat's book gives many 6x: 
‘amples of the lack of even basic medical 
‘care and shows that It is the apartheid! 
‘system of exploitation that causes this. 
‘The author demonstrates clearly that oniy| 
the destruction of apartheld can bring| 
‘health and dignity to all the people, 

Uz Cherry 

CRIPPLING A NATION is published by| 
IDAF, Canon Collins House, 64 Essex] 
Road, London Ni SLR £3.00 


THE ATOM BOMB 


WEAPON OF 
IMPERIALIST 
BLACKMAIL 


At 8.45am on 6 August 1945 a single US plane dropped one atom 
bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. 80,000 people died and an 
equal number were badly injured within a few minutes. A city of 


300,000 people had been destroyed! Three days lat 


the only other 


atom bomb then in existence was dropped on Nagasaki, at an equally 
horrific cost in life. Why was this devastating new weapon unleashed 


against Japan? 


‘The reason given by the then US 
President, Harry Truman, was that it 
‘was necessary to use the bomb *...t0 
shorten the agony of war, in order to 
save the lives of thousands and thou- 
sands of young Americans’. The US 
military staff claimed that an invasion 
of the main islands of Japan would in 
volve an enormous toss of American 
fives, and that therefore there was no al- 
ternative. This is simply not true, and 


they knew at the time that it was not™ 


true, The Japanese military forces were 
in no position to mount an offensive 
against American forces, or even 10 de- 
fend themselves. The Japanese navy 
hhad been virtually destroyed; and the: 
US Air Force (USAF) had almost total 
control of the air. The USAF wasable to 
attack Japanese cities at will, without 
meeting any resistance. It had already 
destroyed 41% of the built uparea of 66 
‘major Japanes cities. Even an official 
US publication state 


G INDIA 


‘It is the Survey's opinion that 
certainly prior to December 31 1948, 
Japan would have surrendered, even, 
if the atomic bombs had not been 
dropped, even if Russia had not en- 
‘tered the war, and even if no invasion 
had been planned or contemplated.” 
(US. Strategic Bombing Survey. 
Summary Report on the Pacific War 
Washington 1946 p17) 
This was known tobe truc at the time as 
the US had broken Japanese military 
codes much earlier inthe war 

The bomb was used, not because 
there were no military alternatives, but 
25 part of US imperiaismn’s politcal 
Strategy: to force the surrender of Japan 
before the invasion of northern China 
and Manchuria by the Red Army,dueto 
begin on 8 August; and to use the atom 
bomb as a means of blackmail against 
the Soviet Union, whose conventional 
military forces were in a commanding 
position in large areas of Eastern Eur~ 


andhi’s ploy 


backfires 


The thirty seven years of Indian ‘independence’ from two centuries of 
British Imperialist rule and exploitation have borne precious little 
fruit for the mass of the Indian people. 


Significantly, it was in India that the 
British perfected their strategy of divide 
and rule ~a tactic successfully used in 
‘almost every British colony. Divisions 
between religious and racial groups 
‘were manipulated, exacerbated and in 
‘many cases artificially created in order 
to forestall the independence struggle, 
Thus in the Punjab, the British delib- 
exately fostered the racist notion of the 
‘Sikhs being a ‘martial race’, and made 
the region a major recruiting ground for 
the British army. 

India since ‘independence’ has been 
raled almost entirely by the Congress 
Party led by Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi. Gandhi is also no stranger to 
‘employing the British tactic of fostering 
communal tensions. Most recently this, 
has culminated in the bloody assault on 
the holiest shrine of the Sikh religion, 
the Golden Temple in Amritsar, on 4 
and 5 June. While the Punjab state was 
sealed off from the rest of India and lay 
under martial law, 15,000soldiers ofthe 
Indian Army massacred almost 2,000 
‘people and destroyed much ofthe tem- 
ple complex. The leader ofthe Sikh agit- 
ation in the Punjab, Sant Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranvale died in the assault along 
with his closest aides. 

‘The situation in the Punjab has arisen 
due 10 the deliberate actions of the 
Gandhi government, in particular dur- 
ing the period of 1977-1980 when Gand- 
tii attempted to bring down the state 
administration of the Akali Dal (the 
party representing the interests of the 
wealthy Sikh landowning classes). 
Gandhi financed and sponsored the 
fundamentalist. Sikh leader, Bhin- 


dranwale, in order to foment splits in 
the Akali Dal, 

‘The Punjab is India’s richest state 
‘and produces 65% of the nation’s grain 
reserves. AS the agricultural boom re- 
sulting from the 1960's Green Revol- 
ution petered out and as India has be- 
come gripped in the imperialist econ 
omic crisis, the Akali Dal has agitated 
for greater economic concessions from 
the central government. Gandhi's tact- 
jes meant that Bhindranvale's chawy- 
inist followers gained the upper hand in 
the Akali Dal, with their call for a sep- 
arate Sikh state or Khalistan land of the 
pute), 

‘The Akali Dal’s leadership's utterly 
reactionary character was revealed most 
sharply by their threat to block grain 
movements to the rest of India, and 
their attacks on the rights of both Hin- 
dus and the poor migrant workers inthe 
Punjab. Indeed, in 18 months Bhind- 
ranwale’s followers killed some 600 
fellow Punjabis (both Hindu and Sikh), 
including many Punjabi progressives 
who had denounced Bhindranwale as a 
Congress tout, and resisted attempts 10 
split the masses along communal lines. 

Tehas also become clear that attempts 
have been made by US imperialism to 
destabilise India, by supplying the Sikh 
‘agitators with arms and money, through 
their puppet dictator Zia in Pakistan. 
By her savage display of military force 
and removal of democratic rights in the 
Punjab, Gandhi has gained valuable 
preparation for dealing with the inevi 
{able upsurge of class struggles through- 
out India. 

Bill Hughes 


internauona! 


rrewroty. 


‘Hiroshima after the explosion of the A-Bomb 


‘ope. American policy makers know that 
the Red Army could conquer the Japan- 
ese armies on the China mainland with- 
in two months, so they aimed to defeat 
Japan before the Soviet armed forces 
could reach Port Dairen, and thus 
provide the USSR with much-needed 
naval bases and an outlet for 
communications via Manchuria. This 
‘was all in accordance with the plan out- 
lined by Secretary of State Stimson on 2 
July: ‘If Russiaisa part of the threat [to 
Japan], the Russian attack, if actual, 
‘must not have progressed to0 far’. Or, 
as his successor, James Byrnes put it: ‘I 
feared what would happen when the 
Red Army entered Manchuria.” 

‘The threat of the bomb was of equal 
vvalueto imperialism in Europe. Assoon 
asthe American and British imperialists 
were sure that the bomb would work 
‘technically, they began adiplomaticand 
political offensive against the Soviet 
Union, while they were still supposed to 
be Allies in the war against fascism. 
‘News of the first successful atomic test, 
Which took piace at Alamagordo, New 
‘Mexico on 16 July 1945, reached Pr 
dent Truman on the opening day of the 
Potsdam Peace conference which was 
to discuss the situation in Europe after 
the defeat of fascism. Concealing from 
Soviet representatives informat 


about the new weapon, they imme- 
diately refused recognition of anti- 
fascist governments in Bulgaria and 
Rumania which had Soviet support. 
Privately, they were jubilant, especially 
their British partners. 

The Chief of Imperial General Staff, 
Alanbrooke, wrote in his diary: “We 
now had something in our hands which 
could redress the balance with the 
ussians ...now we could say, “If you 
insist on doing this or that, well..." 
‘And then where are the Russians!” He 
later commented that Churchill ‘was al- 
ready seeing himself capable of elimin- 
ating all the Russian centres of industry 
and population...He had at once 
painted a wonderful picture of himself 
asthe sole possessor of these bombs and 
capable of dumping them where he 
‘wished, thus all-powerful and capable 
of dictating to Stalin!” When the bomb 
‘was actually dropped, Truman’s first 
remark to those with him at the time 
‘sums up the utterly bloodthirsty nature 
of imperialism: "This is the greatest 
thing in history!" The most advanced 
technology known to man is used for 
mass murder and largecale des- 
truction—and the imperialists are de- 
lighted! 


Patrick Newman 


TERROR IN SRI LANKA 


‘Sri Lanka: the national question and the Tamil liberation struggle. 
Satchi Ponnambalam, Zed Press 295pp £6.95 


By 1840 British colonialism sought 2 
bulwark to its administration, Tamils 
‘were imported from southern India 
The Tamil and Sinhala peoples jointly 
struggled for independence. However, 
the Sinhala ruling class treacherously 
ignored all agreements made with the 
Tamils for equal rights, and, sensing 
that a divided working class and peas- 
antry was the only way to hold onto 
ower, fostered racist attacks upon 
Tamil communities. Within months of 
current President Jayawardene’s elec- 
tion in 1977 10,000 Tamils had been 
forced to flee Sinhalese areas. Openly 
declaring @ policy of allowing imp- 
erialism to do its utmost in Sri Lanka 
Jayawardene ‘stated ‘let the robber 
ibarons come’. 

Today a million Tamils barely sustain 
themselves on the plantations, where 
women are the bulk of the workforce. 
| Halfare reckoned to be chronically mal- 
| nourished, their wages are 60% of 
| men's, and their infant mortality rate is 
|: triple that of Sinhalese women. Jay- 
| awardene has led an attack on trade 

union and democratic rights, political 

‘opponents have been hunted down for 
| state bounties, wo rival political parties 

have been outlawed, the police given 
powers to cremate or bury their victims 
Without the need for inquiries or post 


‘This book was printed soon after the genocidal attacks on the Tamil 
people in 1983. Written from a materialist standpoint it chronicles 
| 2000 years of Sri Lankan history. The author destroys the myths used 
| against the Tamils by the Sinhala Buddhist ruling class to maintain 
their racist rule. He argues that Sri Lanka has two distinct 
nations — the Sinhala and the Tamils, and that 25 years of struggle, 
‘since the British granted formal independence 
Tamils that they have no option but to demand a separat 
‘Tamil Eelam’, in the north and eastem parts of the istand. 


1948, has taught the 
state, 


mortems. (Civil rights lawyers termed 
this ‘a licence to Kill.) The Prevention 
of Terrorism Act allows people to be 
held incommunicado for 18 months at a 
time, diabolical tortures provide con- 
fessions which are admissable evidence 
in court, and elections have been post- 
poned until 1989 giving Jayawardene 12 
‘years of barbarous rule. This is the 
reality of astate which the British Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs called ‘a democracy 
which is to be much admired’. As 
Jawayardene said the “British are our 
‘old friends. We trust them’. 

British imperialism trained the police 
‘and army which led last year'sassault on 
the Tamil communities, killing 2000 
people and forcing tens of thousands to 
run for their lives. 

Now Israeli agents and mercenary 
bands have been hired to keep up the 

ion. This book details 
not only but the growing 
consciousness of the Tamil people and 
their vanguard role in the struggle of all 
Lanka’s oppressed. It provides a 
clear background and analysis of imp- 
erialism’s role in the suffering of the 
Tamil people, and should be read by all 
who share the great debt of solidarity 
hat is owed the Sri Lankan masses. 
Viraj Mendis 
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‘Mighty Howe flexed himself to declare 
pussylooting’ with Nigerians, Thatcmer 
‘spoke: we are ready to expel whatever 
cost to Britaln’s relations’; and Labo 
gallants tumbled over each other in path 
etic homage to the pompous rules = 
fanciful traditions claimed by British & 
toma. 

AAs The pack sobered up and the tig 
erian government threatened reprisas 
that ‘cost’ was sven fo be no trivial cat 
ulation: over £2 billion in direct inves= 
ments, a further €2 billion In unpald det 
‘and credits, plus trade worth around 
billion a year. This time profits demande: 
‘a subtler touch than was given the L> 


yans. 
‘Being the former Transport Minister 
‘and brotheriniaw to the deposed Pres 
Ident Shagar, Umaru Dikko was a key 
thor to an epicin the bourgeoisie's an 
cf kleptomania. Nigerians reckon that the 
retum of just ten absconders, of whom 
DDikko is one, would be enough to pay oi 
thenation’s $15bilion foreign debt, Unce= 
‘Shagari il revenues were purloined by N 
gerian, British and US capitalists to 
tune of an estimated £14 million a day 
‘Any trial ofthe bribed would have to bring 
‘cut who the bribers were! An uncomicr: 
table prospect for Brilish companies 
However the use of the newly extendes 
‘powers of the Prevention of Terrorism Ac 
‘against Africans is a foretaste of what is 
to come for all those in Britain who cp 
‘pose British Imperialism. Also notable is 
the hue-and-cry over the Vienna Conver 
tion on diplomatic status. The state 
viewing this Convention. It intends to r= 
move all barriers to its subjection of for 
‘eign nationals in Britain, and as the Soutn 
African Embassy Pickst Campaign has 
shown, remove the rights of those people 
who protest against the activlies of Br: 
tish imperialism’s allies. AS ever for Br 
tish imperialist diplomacy the Convention 
is to be simply one of convenience. 
Trevor Rayne 


The hour of the vampires: 
Cielo Saraiva de Carvalho, brilian 
military strategist of the 25 April 197: 
democratic revolution that put an end i 
50 years of fascist dictatorship in Por 
‘gal, is one of 42 revolutionaries detaine- 
in police raids on 19120 June, The 42 have 
bbeen held incommunicado for 20 days — 
they have only one half hour meeting with 
theirlawyerandin police presence — up tc 
the preliminary trial. The police 
crackdown on alleged. supporters. 0 
Popular Forces of 25 Apri FP25 has 
been accompanied by organised pres: 
hysteria against the ‘terrorists of the let 
‘Soares’ interment of political opponents 
will be even worse with the new Interns. 
‘Security Law which alms to take away al 
fights from detainees and to set up a pos 
itical security organisation empowered t 
tap telephones, open mail, search homes 
without warrani, collect information onal 
political activists, This same treacherous 
‘Social democrat’ Soares. was the firs 
European leader to banquet PW Botha or 
his recent. tour. Support for fascism 
abroad and fascist measures at hom: 
| confirm Otsio's assessment that in Port 

Ugal,'it is the hour of the vampires 
Andy Goddard 


© Hunger strikes in Turkey 


Atleast ten Turkish political prisoners are 
believed to have died in the latest hunger 
strike protest against fascist repression. 
This courageous act of resistance to the 
military junta began on 11 April when 
revolutionary prisoners in Metris and Sag- 
malcllar gaols in Istanbul and Elazig gaol 
ineastern Turkey demanded politcal sta 
tus and an end to torture and executions. 
Earlier this year revolutionaries in Diyar 
bakir and Mamak military prisons moun- 
ted hunger strikes, in which 12 prisoners 
(ost their lives. (see FRFI 40). 

Dozens more prisoners at the present 
time are in a critical condition. Press 
coverage of these protests in the British 
‘media has been either minimal or non- 
existent, which contrasts sharply with the 
almost daily ‘reports’ on the health of 
‘Sakharov. 

Bill Hughes 


Peterhead 
show trial 


At Peterhead High Court on Friday 22 June sentences totalling 45 
years were handed down on 12 out of 14 prisoners singled out on 
charges of ‘mobbing and riot’ for their part in the protest in Peterhead 


prison in January this year. 


PRISONER 
MURDERED BY 
NEGLECT 


42 year old Wilma Lucas is one of the 
latest casualties of police neglact. Said 
tobe rail’ and an alcoholic, she was. 
rested on 10 February for breach of pro- 
bation for an offence connected to her 
alcoholism iliness. She.appesred in 
‘court at 4pm and spent the night in Add 
lestone police station, Surrey, before 
bbaing transferred to Holloway prison on 
remand for psychiatric reports. 

‘The Coroner's Court heard that in 
‘Addlastone, the police broke all the 
rules for dealing with potentially il or 
drunken prisoners. She was thrown by- 
Ing face down unattended in the back of 
a police coach for the long journey to 
Holloway on 11 February. At Holloway 
an auxillary nurse found widespread 
brulsing. The medical officer sent Wil 
ma Lucas to Whittington Hospital but 
the duty doctor saw no reason to admit 
her, despite confirming the presence of 
bruising ‘in keeping with being ¢ chronic 
alcoholic’. In fact she was suttering 

19 on her 


The next day she was admitted to the 
Royal Free Hospital where she died. 
[Besides the subdural haemorrhage, the 
pathologist found nearly 100 bruises on 
her body at post-mortem. 

Delivering their verdict the jury sever: 
‘ly criticised the police for their treat- 
‘ment of Wilma Lucas. As is usual, no 
‘one will pay for this callous killing by ne- 
‘act. Life Is cheap to British police, but 
this case shows the totalcontempt they 
hold people in. 


Tony Sheridan 


‘Alan Brown, Frank Halliday and John 
Gallagher all got six years to run con- 
currently with their life sentences. Con- 
secutive sentences of three years were 
imposed on Alec Howat (serving eight 
years), Fraser McDowall (seven years), 
Frank Ward (seven years), and Thomas 
Beveridge (six years). John Stewart (five 
Years) got an extra 18 months and John 
Will, due for release, an extra two anda 
half years. The jury returned not proven 
verdicts against Frank McPhic and Wil- 
jiam Elfiott. William Elliott appeared at 
the trial on ‘dirty* protest. 

‘Over £250,000 was spent on staging 
this courtroom farce designed to shift 
the blame for violent controntation 
‘away from the prison system itself. This 
trial has rubber-stamped the state’s 
mounting campaign of intimidation and 
repression against prisoners who refuse 
te accept inhuman conditions 


Rigged trial ss 


‘The prosecution was allowed 79 wit- 
nesses without any fuss. When the def- 
tence called for 85 defence witnesses, 
‘Scoltish Home Office Minister George 
Younger refused. Eleven prisoner wit- 
nesses have been assaulted by prison of- 
ficers and now face assault charges. 
Judge Lord Ross prevented discussion 
of prison officer provocation and of 
prison conditions and refused to admit 
evidence about events before 6am, 9 
January when the protest began. He 
said ‘this is not a public enquiry’. Vital 
photographic evidence from the press 
‘was withheld from the defence until the 
last week of the case. The siting of the 
trial oneand ahalfhoursnorth of Aber- 
deen and six hours north of Glasgow 
thus prevented many relatives, friends 


Prisoners Fightback 


\BLACK PRISONER 


oF concerned groups from attendifg 
The state has quite deliberately placed | 
its worst hell-holes ~ Peterhead and the 
Inverness cages— furthest from public 

Despite these conditions the prisoners 
exposed the stats hypocritical indign- 
‘tion about danger to life and property 
land revealed haw their lives and few 
possessions are under constant danger 
from the prison system itself. Fraser 
McDowall said *Any incident and they 
‘come in and beat up people indiscrimin- 
ately. Whoever is in front ges it, they 
just don’t care.” 


Repression 


‘The January protest was in response to 
the repression in Peterhead: nightly cell 
searches after lock up; degrading inter 
nal body searches before and after visits 
and frequent interventions by the 
MUFTI squad. John Will was severely 
beaten up by {wo prison officers 2 
hhours before the protest. John Will was 
hospitalised for six weeks with crushed 
ribs 
‘As usual the state is trying to pretend 
that the protest was the work of a few 
“disruptive” prisoners led by three ‘ring- 
leaders’ — Alan Brown, Frank Halliday 
and John Gallagher. Despite this at- | 
tempt to single out these three comrades 
the revelations about terrible conditions 
and brutality have been embarrassing 
forthe Scottish Office which was glad‘ 
see this “two month’ tial reduced 10 six 
weeks. The Glasgow Herald described 
Peterhead as ‘dangerously diseased” 
Lord Ross felt obliged to say that "resen- 
tment about prison conditions’ did not 
justify ‘law-breaking”. 
| Dear FREI 
{am writing to ask for your help to calla 
‘on behalf of my brother, Peter 
‘Wardlaw and four of his fellow inmates, 
three of which are n Peterhead and the | 
other one has now been transiered to 
the cages. As you may know the diy 
protest in Peterhead prison which Peter 
{part of fs now in its sixth month and 
the repressive measures Used by the 
state are intensifying. The protest is 
‘reaching a serious levelin which the prk- 
Soners are being denied ll human 
fights. 
‘A Wardlaw | 
Note: This letter was sent fo Edinburgh 
FRFI who are planning protest action. 
‘Any reader wishing to support this ac 
tion should contact Edinburgh FREI, cio 
1st May Bookshop, Box 40, Candle- 
maker Rom. Edinburgh 


SSeS ae | 
John Gallagher, described as the 
‘ringleader’ responsible for thousands 
of slates thrown at prison officers, was 
shown in press photographs hanging 
from the roof under pressure of wo 
hoses directed at him from close range. 
Gary McMenamin said ‘it was an out 
and out case of attempted murder’ 


OUT OF 'F’ WING 


Shujaa Moshesh, a black prisoner serving 18 years for his part in the 
‘Spaghetti House siege of 1975 was kept in ‘F' wing isolation unit at 
‘Wakefield prison fornine and a half months from October 1983 to July 
4984. Inquiries were begun on Shujaa’s behalf by FRFI to the Home 
Office, a letter was sent to him saying we were taking action and also 
a card from the South African Embassy picket on 6 June with over 200 


| signatures including David Kitson’s. As plans were getting under way 


fora picket of the prison department, Wakefield prison and questions 
to be raised in parliament, we learned that on 10 July, Shujaa 
suddenly been moved from ‘F’ wing to normal location at Hull prison. 


This move can only be put down 10 
Home Office concern about the pub- 
lity that our actions would have 
‘occasioned. In 1975 the Home Office 
was forced to suspend the use of the 
control units at Wakefield and Worm- 
wood Scrubs prisons because of public 
protests at the inhumane conditions 
they inflicted on prisoners. However, 
under the changed name of ‘F wing, the 
unit at Wakefield has been used cont- 
inuously since then as a barbaric means 
of brutalising prisoners both mentally 
and physically and coupled with the use 


Gary was badly beaten up before his ap- 
pearance and John Gallagher had to de- 


‘mand in court that he receive medical | 


aitention. 

Prison officers’ evidence was the 
usual mixture of ies and contradictions: 
‘oneclaimed to have watched TV screens 
for nine hours without eyestrain (two 
hours is the normal limit); another, 
Pudsey, had to admit he had given 
‘names that were not in the prison log- 
book; PO Clark, the TV watcher, ad- 
‘mitted that one of his entries was ‘mis- 
ieading’. Lord Ross ordered deletions to 
be made in the records before they were 
shown to the jury 

The jury rejected ‘wilful fire-raising” 
charges against all prisoners except 
‘Alan Brown who had pleaded guilty. 
‘The Peterhead punishment block re- 
mains filled with prisoners in solitary; @ 
new punishment block has been opened 
‘up; six prisoners remain on ‘dirty’ pro- 
Test in the old block. Peter Ward- 
law —one of 25 prisoners classified as 
‘subversive’ —is one of the six and has 
been in solitary since last December. 
The Peterhead prisoners are still 
fighting back and FRFI sends its full 
support. Messages of solidarity should 
be sent jo John Gallagher in Perth, Alec 
‘Howat in Saughton and the other cam. 
rades in Peterhead. 


Victory to the Scottish 
prisoners! 


Paul McKinley 


VICTORY IN EUROPE 


The European Court of Human Rights has found the British 
govemment guilty of three separate breaches of human rights for its 


FRFI FOR 
PRISONERS 


British prisons hold over 42,000 prisoners in squalid conditions emongst the worst 
| in the wortd. 
‘9688 prisoners died in prison from 1969 ~ 1980 — 42% from ‘unnatural causes” in 
880 @The list of black people dying in prison in suspicious circumstances is 
Growing fast @5 Irish political prisoners have been murdered by the prison 
‘authorities since 1974. 
in the face of this repression prisoners have fought back and won significant 
‘ictorles. FRFI has consistently publicised and supported prisoners’ struggles tor 
‘oir rights. 

Help us to build on this work by giving 2 donation to our prison fund. Anything 
however small, is welcome. £4 pays for a year’s cost of sending FRFI toa prisoner. 
130 prisoners already recelve FRFI tree. A ragular donation will help us to put this 
vital work on a firm basis. £10, £5 or whatever you can afford will contribute to the 
books, pamphlets and other necessities we send to prisoners. 

‘We often receive donations from prisoners for political campaigns. Return this 
solidarity — support our Prisoners’ Fightback Fund. 

Donations, cheques/POs (payable to Larkin Publications) should be sent to: 
| FREI, BCM Box 8909, London WC1N 3xX 
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treatment of former Irish POWs Fr Fell and Sean Campbell following 


the Albany protest 1976. 
The ECHR ruled th: 
1. Britain had violated articles 6, 8 and 
13 by restricting Fr Fell’s personal 
correspondence and access 0 his 
solicitor; 
2. Britain breached articles 6 and 8 by 
denying both men legal advice on per- 
sonal injury claims following the 
assaults by prison officers; 
3. The Home Office violated article 6 by 
failing to publicise the verdict of the 
prison Board of Visitors against Sean 
‘Campbell and by failing to allow him 
legal representation at the BOY hearing. 
‘This judgement marks a further 
advance in prisoners’ rights following 
the High Court victory last November 
when prisoners woo a discretionary 
right to legal representation in internal 
hearings. Alastair Logan, who acted for 
Fr Fell and Sean Campbell, said: “The 


judgement is the product of unswerving 
determination on the part of Irish 
political prisoners to obtain justice 
within the British prison system for all 
inmates.” 

It has taken eight years unremitting 
struggle to obtain this victory. It is yet 
further testimony to the principled 
stand taken by Irish POWs in defence of 
all prisoners’ rights. No doubt the 
Home Office will seek to circumvent 
this, their latest defeat, by increased use 
of 10/74 transfers and solitary confine- 
‘ment under Rule 43. Steve Blake is now 
hhis fourteenth month of solitary in 
lakefield F wing under Rule 43. 

Fr Fell and Sean Campbell must be 
congratulated for securing this legal vic~ 
tory for all prisoners. 


Tony Sheridan 


of Rule 43, ‘good order and discipline’, 
has meant that prisoners have been and 
are being held in solitary confinement 
for months on end. Steve Blake, Irish 
POW, has been in *F” wing since 25 May 
1983 — 14 months. 

The regime in an isolation unit is 
geared to break a prisoner's will and 
constitutes psychological and physical 
torture. (See Reamonn Mac Lochiainn’s 
interview on centre pages), As Shujaa 
describes the ‘windows are designed in 
such a way that the prisoner can barely 
see the sky and never sees the sun’, 

It is clear that Shujaa was being fur 
ther victimised whilst in ‘F’ wing be- 
cause of the three day hunger strike he 
staged to protest al the proposed cert 
ifying of black prisoner Cirus Noor in 
Wandsworth prison. The British State 
fears the solidarity between prisoners 
and their fight back and will go Lo bar- 
barous lengths to try and crush them. 
“F’ wing and other isolation unitsareex- 
amples of this barbarity, Organised ac~ 
ton has forced Shujaa’s removal from 
‘F’ wing but 'F’ wing itself remains. 
| FRFI will organise in defence of any 
prisoner incarcerated in this brutal unit 
and demands its closure. 


Alexa Byrne 
a ee 


PRISONERS RESIST 
BRITTAN 


Four prisoners are fighting the Home 
Office in the courts over Leon Brittan's 
vicious parole announcements in Octo- 
ber see FAFI 38), The four— Peter Hog- 
ben, Roy Honeyman, Edward Findlay 
and Roy Matthows — are serving sent: 
‘ences for categories of offences cover. 
ed by Brittan’s new restrictions. The 
‘changes included: minimum 20 year 
‘sentences forcartain categories of mur. 
er; automatic life sentences for carry- 
ing firearms in pursuance of crime; and 
lition of the right of parole for fixed 

mntences of five years or more In cer 
tain categories including the sweeping 
heading ‘crimes of violence’ 

‘Two judges heard the case in the 
High Court in May. One, Mr Justice 
Forbes, found against Brittan on five 
‘counts. Three new judges next heard 
the casein the Appeal Court on 18 June. 
‘The result, on 6 July, was again spilt 
when one judge, Lord Justice Griffiths, 
ruled in favour of the prisoners on two 
different grounds from Forbes. These 
‘split decisions, with two out of five jud- 
{928 ruling n favour ofthe prisoners, are 
{an Important victory for the prisoners 
and an embarrassment for Brittan. The 
‘case wil now go to the House of Lords. 

The findings against Brittan include 
the following: he introduced new c 
orles ol offenders and parole without 
parliamentary approval; failed to con- 
‘ull the Parole Board and changed the 
|_ ature of Perole Board reviews placing 

‘them in contravention of the Parole Act; 
Intended only to use the Parole Board 
| forall casesil they agreed toimplement 
his policy, contravened article 11(2) of 
the Declaration of Human Rights by ap- 
plying the changes retrospectively. 

Brittan’s announcement on parole 
‘goes alongside increased provision for 
10174 {colltary) cells for top securit 
prisoners, intensifying intemal regime: 
‘and renewed use of control regimes. 
‘The legal battle being fought by thest 
| four prisoners is typical of the courage 

and skill wth which prisoners are fight- 
Ing back against increased repression 
inthe prisons. They willnot be defeated! 
Victory to the prisoners! 

Tony Sheridan 


Sean Mac Stiofain on 


EEC Elections 


The article below represents the personal views of the author 
and not necessarily those of FRFI 


‘The EEC election results can only be described as disappointing for 
Sinn Fein, and, no amount of talk about percentages of votes can 
hide the fact that Sinn Fein's vote was down by 12,000 since the 


Westminster electio 


4983, yet the SDLP did not gain those votes 


and spokespersons for the Alliance Party and the SDLP agreed that 
Catholic Alliance supporters (about 15,000 Catholic Unionists) voted 


for Hume and against Sinn Fein. 
‘The Sinn Fein vote was down not only in 
the Six Counties but all over Ireland 
because tens of thousands of Republi- 
‘cans could not vote for candidates who 
‘were going to take their seats if elected 
to the EEC parliament. This radical 
departure from Republican policy was 
and stil is seen by those Republicans as 
the thin end of the wedge towards end- 
ing the abstentionist policy, a policy 
that has kept the Republican movement 
free from the never ending compromise 
OF the status quo in both British estab- 
lished states in Ireland. 

‘The massive 230,000 votes achieved 
by arch-bigot tan Paisley represents 3 
personal vote for himself but not amas- 
sive vote for his party. Nevertheless it 
demonstrates that there are almost Yim 
‘people in the North of Iretand who wish 
to identify themselves with the ‘burn all 
Catholics? policy recently enunciated by 
a close associate of Paisiey’s. No doubt 
this alone will be seen as an insurmount- 
able problem by those who preach con- 
stitutional politics. However genuine 
revolutionaries will regard this vote first 
of all as a challenge to redouble their 
efforts towards an independent Irish 
republic and secondly it serves as a 
timely reminder fat armed struggle is 
the only way that a subject people can 
achieve their liberation. 

The increase in the Fine Gael and 
Fianna Fail representation at Stras- 
bourg reflects the growing unease of the 
bourgeoisie in the 26 Counties, and 
‘obviously the writing is on the wall for 
‘thesmaller parties who will be devoured 
by both of these Irish neo-colonial 
‘agents of British imperialism 

Ifthe EEC election results were disap- 
pointing for Sinn Fein they were disas- 
trous for the renegade Irish Labour 
Party who lost the four seats won in 
1979, and unless the leadership find the 
moral courage to pull out of the coal- 
ition this party will collapse and few 
Irish workers will shed tears for them. 

‘The Workers Party. also suffered 2 
‘major defeat in this election, their can- 
didates? vote in the Six Counties was 
derisory while in the Twenty Six Count- 
ies their overall vote of 48,449 was much 
ower than the Sinn Fein vote of 93,656. 
In Dublin the Workers Party candidate 


Des Geraghty could only poll 19,590 
votes although he is very well known to 
Dublin voters due to his frequent inter- 
views on RTE and his position as a full 
time official of the ITGWU. 

He would have won a seat if Dublin 
workers trusted his party? But they did 
not and workers, particularly the un- 
employed stayed away from the polls, 
more than half of the electorate 
abstained from an election to a Rich 
persons’ parliament over a system that 
hhas deprived 400,000 Irish people of the 
right to work, 

‘Sinn Fein should have won support 
from many of those workers who are 
obviously disillusioned with the poli 
eal system and with the parties that 
‘accept it. Thereare lessons for Sinn Fein 
from these results. First, that comprom- 
ise on political principles does not win 
support but loses it! Two, vast potential 
support for the Revolutionary Move- 
ment can be won from the unemployed 
and low paid workers who reject the so- 
called Labour Party and who do not 
‘accept the anti-national policies of the 
Workers Party 

‘Two things have 10 be done before 
next year's local elections. First, the 
leadership of the Republican Movement 
must make a public statement that there 
is no intention of abandoning the revo- 
lutionary abstentionist policy. Such a 
statement would enable Republicans all 
over Ireland to support Sinn Fein in the 
local elections so that Sinn Fein would 
‘outpoll the SDLP with many seats on 
focal councils, win control of some 
‘councils and the balance of power in 
others, and use their local power to aid 
both the anti-imperialist struggle and 
the vast ever-increasing number of un- 
employed. Also the Republican leader- 
ship should ensure that unemployed 
Republicans give correct leadership to 
their comrades on the dole queues and 
help them build a mighty nationwide 
movement for the unemployed. Both 
these things can be done without de 
ating from Republican principles and 
achieving them will aid the armed 
struggle, the main way that imperialism 
in Ireland will be destroyed. 


Sean Mac Stiofain 


POWS on trial 


The trial of four Irish POWs, accused of assaulting Kenneth 
Littlejohn, ended in Leicester Crown Court on Thursday 28 June. 
Sean Kinsella, Sean Hayes and Liam Baker were found guilty and 
sentenced to four years. The jury failed to agree a verdict on Pat 


G 
Kenneth Littlejohn, thenotoriousagent 
provocateur, was beaten up in the exer- 
cise yard in Gartree prison on 25 
January 1983. Sean Kinsella, Sean 
Hayes and Liam Baker attacked him 
with table legs for about 20 seconds. 
‘The attack was carried out in full view 
of prison officers and other prisoners. 
‘Sean Kinsella explained in court why 
the action was taken, Littlejohn came to 
Gartree in December 1982, Very soon 
after arrival he began attempting to 
‘organise an attack on the POWs. Seven 


joyle who had denied taking part in the attack. 


prisoners, including black prisoner 
‘Shujaa Moshesh and one of the framed 
Birmingham 6, Patrick Hill, gave evi 
about Littlejohn’s machinations 
t the POWs. He had tried to get 
rs off one prisoner and a knife of 
another. He asked Shujaa Moshesh if 
black prisoners would lake part in a 
planned attack on the POWs. Shujaa 
and others immediately informed the 
POWs. The POWs decided to act. Sean 
pointed out that it wasa ‘controlled and 
disciplined’ attack and that if they had 


ireland 


the Irish Prisoners of War at Gartree 


Prison. 
‘Over 80 people shouted their support 
and solidarity to the 11 Irish POWs in 
Garree Prison and condemned 


Fight Racism Fight Imperalism!; Bris- 
tol TOM; Nottingham Irish Solidarity 
Group; Giasgow University Irish Solidar- 
ity Society; relands War Support Group. 

The picket received messages of soll 
arity trom Graham Little, English pri- 
‘soner, Ken Livingstone, leader of the 
GLC; Pat Healey, prospective Labour 
MEP; Patricia Reeve trom Holland, and 
‘Southampton ISC. 

It has been reported to the Irish Soli 
arity Movement by English prisoners. 
‘that the prison officers at Gartree were 
very hostile to the prisoners after the 
picket. On Monday, a mentally disturb- 
‘ed prisoner attacked Vince Donnelly, 
Irish POW, with @ pair of scissors. Pri 
‘soners believe the attack was set up by 
prison olficers. Vince was unharmed 
but was then transferred to Winson 
Green Prison, Birmingham for 28 days 
solitary confinement. This act of re- 
venge by the prison authorities has 
{iled to undermine the prisoners’ res- 


Irish Solidarity Movement 


Istance, The prisoners have already 
asked when the ISM will be holding 
another picket! Vince Donnelly wrote 
from Winson Green, 
‘W's very encouraging 10 see the 
Increasing solidarity, as indeed was 
‘shown by fellow-prisoners the day 
bbetore | came here. There was also 
‘great support for your very success- 
{ul picket which was heard loud and 
‘clear. This time most other prisoners 
‘seemed fully aware of what it was all 
‘about and highly congratulatory of 
the whole operation.’ 


LOCAL NEWS 

The ISM has been mobilising for the 5 
August. Sinn Fein demonstration in 
‘Shetfield and the 18 August demonstra- 
tion for British withdrawal In London. 
‘Sinn Fein and IRSP will be speaking on 
18 August. The ISM argued and voted 
for their right to do so. 

Local ISCs and other affliates in 
Manchester, Leeds, London and South- 
‘ampton have"been organising mobil 
ising events for the two August demon- 
‘trations and the ISM Delegation. In 
‘South London several organisations 
Including SLISC, South London TOM, 
Labour Committee on Ireland and the 
Irish in Britain Representation Group 
‘are cooperating 10 organise public 
‘meeting for the August demonstrations. 
In Manchester a successful public 
‘meeting was held ‘From the PTA to the 
Police Bill’ at which speakers were 
MISC, NCCL and Campaign Against the 
Police Bill. 

‘In Southampton the 5 August Mobil 
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Ising Committee (Southampton ISC anc 
LCI met concerted efforts to disrupt its 
111 July public meeting at which ex:POW 
Gerry MacLochlainn of Sinn Fein was 
the key speaker. The Labour Council 
‘banned the use of the Civic Centre for 
the meeting. Transport and General 
‘Workers Union staff went on strike to 
prevent the TGWU Hall being used 
instend and the meeting was finally 
hosted by the local West indian Centre, 
‘St Matthews. Despite TV South repeat- 
ing throughout the day the lie that 
the meeting was cancelled, over 50 
people altended. Gerry MacLochiainn, 
himself a TGWU member sai: ‘It didn't 
surprise us that we ended up being 
‘made welcome to speak amongst our 
brothers and sisters from the black 
‘community’. 

1SCs attended the Sinn Fein Michel 
Gaughan Commemoration picket of 
Parkhurst Prison on 3. June, 65 
attended—Sinn Fein, North London 
‘and South London ISCs, Southampton 
1SC, Bristol TOM and irish Freedom 
‘Movement. London and Southampton 
SCs also attended Sinn Fein’s picket ot 
Wormwood Scrubs on 8 July. 

‘The national ISM delegation to 
Belfast on the anniversary of intem- 
ment is on 11/12 August. Contingents 
are leaving trom London, the North- 
West and Scotland. Many of those 
wishing to go are young and unemp- 
Joyad—the ISM would appreciate 
donations towards their costs that will 
tenable these young paople to show 
their solidarity at first hand to the 
people of Bella: 


NATIONAL 


intended to seriously injure Littlejohn 
they could have done so. 

Patrick Guilfoyle, who is due for 
release in October 1985, denied taking 
part in the attack. He informed the 
court that Sean Kinsella had ordered 
him to stay out of it. Sean confirmed 
this, When Justice Skinner asked “Were 
you a senior officer in the IRA?" Sean 
said quietly *Yes". 

Kenneth Littlejohn tried to present 
himself as an ‘idealist’ with no grudge 
against the POWs. This ‘idealist’ was 
arrested with his brother in Dublin in 
1972 following an armed bank robbery 
carried out on behalf of British intel- 
ligence in order to descredit the IRA and 
bring about emergency legislation in the 
Free State. At his trial in Dublin Little- 
john told how he had been recruited by 
British intelligence to infiltrate and dis- 
credit the IRA and also to assassinate 
Republican leaders. Littlejohn's targets 
included Sean Mac Stiofain and Seamus 
Costello, Seamus Costello was, in fact, 
{ater assassinated in Dublin in October 
1977. 

Littlejohn and his brother got 20 
years. They escaped from Mountjoy 
prison in March 1974 ~ Keith Littlejohn. 
‘was recaptured immediately. Kenneth 
Littlejohn was in Birmingham, staying 
at the home of NF supporter and police 
tout Thomas Watt, when the Birming- 
ham bombs went off on 21 November 
1974, Curiously Watt was a main prose- 
ction witness against the framed Bir- 
mingham 6. Littlejohn was eventually 
recaptured and sent back to Mountjoy 
In 1981, however, the Free State 
released both the Litilejohns.on ‘mercy’ 


grounds. Finally our ‘idealist’ carried 
ut an armed robbery in Derbyshire for 
‘which he got seven years. 

Littlejohn repeatedly denied any plan 
toattack the POWs. He claimed tohave 
‘no feelings’ against them. Twice, how- 
ever, his real views came out. Once 
‘when he was asked what he had been 
doing in Belfast. ‘Killing murdering 
bastards like these’ (pointing to the 
POWs in the dock) came his reply. And 
again later, he suddenly snapped ‘t 
would hang every goddamn one of 
them’, Littlejohn clearly had every in 
tention of continuing his ‘idealist 
mission —dirty tricks against the Irish 
people—by secking to incite trouble 
between the POWs and the other pri- 

Sean Kinsella made it clear that if 
Littlejohn had not engaged in this 
trouble making he would not have been 
attacked. He pointed out that POWs 
have managed to ‘co-exist peacefully’ 
‘with Loyalist prisoners. Indeed, it has 
yet to be explained why Littlejohn, who 
is not Category A, was put in Gartree 
alongside the POWs. Did the Home 
Office hope to see an attack on the 
POWs? 

“The incident shows how the solidarity 
of all prisoners acts as a powerful weap- 
on against machinations whether from 
the ruling class or their ‘unofficial’ 
agents. This solidarity was demon- 
strated in the court case. The strength 
and determination of the Irish POWsin 
defending themseives was also once 
again confirmed. FRFI sends greetings 
to all four comrades, 


Terry O'Halloran 


DEMONSTRATION AND 
CONFERENCE 

(On 1914 October the ISM has called s 
nnationsl_march and conference in 
London. The ISM urges all those active 
In support of the Irish people to support 
land sponsor the weekend to join local 
mobilising committees; and to take 
leaflets and posters to build for the 
weekend. For further details of mobil 
{sing in your area write to the ISM, BM 
Box 1320, London WC1N 3XX. 


|WORKERS PART’ 


ANTI - REPUBLICAN LIE 
MACHINE 
in the storm which followed the DU! 


fascist remarks. a 
the Workers Party took the opportunit 
{to launch a slanderous attack on th 
Republican Movement. These loyal se 
‘vants of British imperialicm declare 
that they were: 


+...completely opposed to Na: 
doctrines as expressed in Provisior 
alism and the manic ravings of th 
DUP's G Seawright, (irish News 
June) 


[AL thelr recent annual conterenc 
Workers Party President Toma 
MacGiolla described IRA attacks © 
UDR personnel as ‘raciallst’ and th 
Provisionals as ‘viclous, sectarian an 
fascist’. rents of abuse [ror 
these renegades are truly unending 
How far they find any echo amongst th 
‘oppressed nationalist people was fi 
tingly demonstrated in the derisory vot 
they secured in the EEC elections. Th 
nationalist people have long since see 
through Her Majesty's Workers Party. 
Tory Martowe 
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youth to join us. A white Rhodes- 
fan apartheld-over tried to argue 
with us but was forced to slink 
away after loud-and noisy chants 
of ‘Sons. of Criminals ~OUT!, 
watched by a crowd of fity shop: 
pers. 

‘Alter spirited renderings of 
‘Mandela Mandela’, 'Bandiera 
Rossa’, and the ‘internationale’, 
\we finaly finished our fine display 
‘of solidarity with the Southern 
Atrican peoples. Over £35 was cot 
lected, and 90 FRFIs were sold. 
The success of the picket was 
measured by the lelters we have 
received from people asking to 


‘@Liverpool fights 

‘aparthei 
The threat of a mass picket has 
‘successfully prevented the Liver- 
‘pool Daily PostiEcho tromholding 
social fo promote tourism with 
Scuth Africa, The social, which 
suas to be altended by represent: 
tives {rom South African tourist 
‘companies, had been scheduled 
fo take place on 12 June in the 
Holiday inn, and had been prece- 
ced by a series of advertisements 
Jn the Daily Post/Echo. Liverpool 
FAFI issued a leaflet calling for a 
fpickat of the Holiday inn. The leaf- 


Jet pointed out that 12 June 1964 loin Sractord AA. 
was the date on which Nelson ohn Stephenson 
‘Mandela and his co-defendants in = 
fheRivoniatralweresentenced'© 1 iverpool 24 hour picket 


Ie imprisonment, Word spread 
‘rroughout Liverpool 8 about the 
‘social, and it soon became clear 
at there would be a massive 
‘eumber af people tuning out to 
fbiockade the social. Local MPS 
‘2d courcillors contacted by 
“FAF], and, separately, the CRC, 
made protests to the Dally Post/ 
eno. On 6 June the Echo 
‘znnounced that the social was 
‘cancelled. Had it gone ahead, \t 
jwould have been met by probably 
Fe most revolutionary protest 
-2zainst apartheid everseenin this, 


ke last year, the 2¢ hour comme- 
oration picket of the June 1976 
Soweto Uprising organised by 
Liverpool FRFI on the weekend of 
29/30 June proved a magnificent 
‘success, Over 70 people participa: 
ted, collecting 3,800 signatures on 
‘ petition calling for the release of 
Nelson Mandela and all South 
African political prisoners. 450 
‘copies of FRFI wore sold, and sut- 
ficient funds collected 10 allow 2 
donation of £30 to the ANC: The 
picket was interspersed with sing 
Ing of South African freedom 
‘songs. During the Saturday after- 
noon, crowds gathered, picketers 
‘and black youth arguing with 
racists and BNP members. The 
‘great support for the picket has 


‘@Mobile picket against proved once again that the way to 
aA pgerananre piers 
Se sary 2 Mac, Brae Spar Oy bong cut on te 


Anti-Apartheid Group’ held a} 
‘mobile picket against British im- 
‘perialism’'s support for the apart- 
eid regime in South Africa. For 
fe hours we picketed Barejay's 
‘Sank, the Co-op, Thomas Cook, 
fe Yorkshire Electricity Board 
2nd_NEXT clothes —petitioning, 
fehanting slogans and singing 
‘South African freedom songs, 
‘Comrades attended from Leeds 
FFI, Leeds Park Lane College A 
‘Group, plus individuals from York, 
‘Cleveland and Huddersfield. 

Tne picket reached its height 
‘eutside the Yorkshire Electricity 
Board and NEXT clothes where 
‘oud singing and chanting could 
‘be heard which attracted many 


@Edinburgh FRFI 12 hour 
picket, June 16 

Edinburgh FRFI staged a success 
ful 12 hour picket on 16 June to 
commemorate the Soweto upris 
ings of 1976. Hundreds of people 
signed our petition calling for an 
fend to Briten collaboration with 
apartheid and 320 FRFIS. were 
201d, About 40 people took part in 
the pickets activities: petitioning, 
hourly rallies with chants and 
gongs and @ major rally at 2pm. 
Everyone who passed the East 
End of Princes Street between 
‘am and 8pm was confronted with 
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Roma 


the picket's placards and banners 
and were asked, 'Which side are 
‘you on?” Hundreds of people took 
the side of the oppressed people 
In -struggle, against the racist 
regime in South Africa and its im- 
peralist backers over here. 
REMEMBER SOWETO! SMASH 
APARTHEIO! 


When returning home on 26 June, 
after putting up posters for the 
Manchester Irish Solidarity Com- 
mittee, an FRFI supporter, Chris 
Procter, discovered that he had 
been followed home by plain 
clothes police. When Chris went 
tohis door one policeman came to 
the same floor and claimed to be 
ooking for an address which does 
Rot exist. Having looked at the 
‘number on Chris's door he then 
left to be picked up by a waiting 
Car. The following day Bill Milner 
Cf Longsight Housing Department 
contacted Chris's area housing 
‘office enquiring who lived in his 
‘address and what his background 
Was. On whose behalf was he 
doing this? He was working on be- 
half of the police. The matter is 
‘now being raised with councillors 
Inthe area and the trade union at 
the housing department. 


‘@Sponsorship results: 
1984 London Marathon 
‘A total of £180.50 was collected in 
‘on sponsorship forms for our two 
FAFI runners who completed this 
year's London Marathon in 2 
hours 48 minutes and just over 3 

hours. 

“This is how the final count runs: 
25 pence from Mr Knott — still un- 
‘employed — and £3.20 from Tony 
Bloor, £7 from Blackburn, £4 from 
St Albans, £260 from Essex, £468 
from Manchester, €2 from Dun- 
dee, £5.10 from Leeds, £5 from 
Bradiord, 985.40 North London 
‘and £18.30 South London. Many 
thanks to you all. 

‘And if this good effort has in- 
spired you to organise a spon- 
sored walk orrun in your area to 
raise _money for FRFI-do go 
‘ahead. We can send you spon 
sSorship forms. 


28 JULY - 10AUG 


Public discussion 14-27 JULY 
meetings on mLONDO! 

The Revolutionary | 2b Celebration *5 Your ofthe 
Road to Communism | tine Sarocka in Santiago 
in Britain: Manifesto | S.co%8.s'outacscs swaroere 

RUM Wore, Fis Food ar 


‘euntry. As it was, the cancella- 
Sen was a vietory in the struggle 
Se: the complete Isolation of the 
eartheid state. 


of the Revolutionary 
Comm rou 
wunist Gi P ime ad Inomasionsl - 
Hanning Hal Unversity of Loncon: 
Matis aon Esc 
Mfsrooon eran, Evora E300 
ean al bay Lecot05 Sewsne 
Aiaragis Sonaity Caroar 
SNSTSR Sika sous Come 


LONDON 


eae 
Seca me 


Intorsment 


Be at Siase Lane Nelgnbournooa 
[GaSe 642 Stockport Road, Longsioht | = 
Sawtester 13 

EDS 
72 duly 7309 


Eon, 
Sescord Contra Library, Princes Way, 


SMUNCHESTER 
‘ble Mecting Vie Mendis Must 
Ska jana Ne Way! Speakers 


inckode, Anwar Dita. Thrasay 28 July 
at ie Basement Theatre, Now Tow 
Hal, Manchester Entrance adsacent to 
‘ar of Central Reference Library 
‘pooaite Friends Mecting House. 
ates by Vira Mendis Defence 
Campaign, For cetals of the 

Campaign islephone (061) 273 947 or 
Wife to VMBE, co Bax 38, 34 Corn 
Etchange Bu dings Hanging Dien, 
Manchester MS 46N 


[LONDON 
 Tosetay 31 July at 7.30pm, 
ssey 1) Seplombr at 7pm 
© Tussoay 25 Sepiemtt,at 7/200 
a st Preomason's Ane 
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‘The Stary Pougn Sosnston 6 
Eimuna bye Bractors : 


Srawing the parallels between 
police violence on picket lines and 
British repression in Ireland. As 
‘we marched, shouting “Victory to 
the miners! Police thugs out of the 
pits! a group of loyalists walked 
alongside us on the pavement 
shouting ‘Victory to the UVF!’ 
showing where thei loyalties liein 
the miners’ strike. When we 
reached the gala some of them 
tried to grab our banner and were 
firmly dealt with by our stewards 
and NUM officials. They scon 
‘crawled off to their drinking dens 
tor the aftemoon and we contin- 
ued leafletting and telling miners 
about our committee's activities. 
Colin Thon 


© FRFI collects for 
miners 


Untortunately we printed the 


wrong address; It is available 


from BM Box 6191, London 
WCINSXX.Price60p + 25ppp, 
‘Cheques payable to O Bruen. 


FRFI has held financial and 
‘material aid collections for the 
‘miners in Scotland, Leeds and 
London. Money and food has 
been taken to Fite pit villa 
Newstead in Nottinghamshire 
land in Leeds a sponsored run is 
belng held to ‘aise funds. In 
London over £100 in cash and 
£40 of food was collected in 
Holloway Rd and Seven Sisters 
Road. FRFI supporters have also 
beon making regular workplace 
collections —with one London 
teacher collecting nearly £100, 


@EISC at miners’ gala 


This year's miners gala in Edin- 
burgh was a much bigger and 
‘mote militant event than normal, 
with thousands of miners, miners’ 
families, trade unionists and 
‘others marching through Edin- 
‘burgh In. support of the miners’ 
strike. Edinburgh Irish Solidarity 
‘Commitiee had @ contingent on 
‘the march and produced 4 leaflet 


Larkin publications 


The revolutionary road to communism in 
‘Baiek 

Manifesto of the Revolutionary Communist Group 
Price £1.50(+30p p&p) 175 pages : 


How you can help 
with distribution: 
Please let us know of any 
bookshops near you. We 
especially need information for 
the south, south west, south 
feast and Wales. We stil need 
{o have a lot more addresses if 
wwe are to roach country-wide 
Gistrbution. Ifyou can help by 
{aking publicity material for the 
‘books into your local 
bookshop, let us know. We can 
send this to you, 

Don't forget you can also 
help us by going to your local 
{brary of university Mbrary to 
order the books. 


£15 SPECIAL DEAL 
Receive all our publications 
(Gncluding the books), FRFI, 
pamphlets, national leaflets, 
for £15 for one year. We 
‘hope that those of you who 
can, will give even more so 
that a donation can go to our 
fands. 


(Orders etc. to Larkin Publications, BCM Box $909 
London WCIN 3xX 


Ireland: the key to the British revolution 
by David Reed 
Price £3.95 (+50p p&p) 450 pages 


+... British Socialist/ Marxist analysis of modem Irish history. 
Its also fine scholarship well argued, with extensive notes and 
«4 splendid bibiography. Iis histonc cornerstone in Ireland is 
James Connolly and its present-day manifestation in Britain is 
the Irish Solidarity Movement..." 

Trish Post 

“David Reed's book gives a detailed account of the last 140 
_years of the antiimperialis struggle in Ireland and its effect on 
the workers’ movement in Britain. Its writen in a simple and 
‘easy o read style and must be of great value to the teenage 
(pouth...and also to the adult worker who knows litle about the 
‘struggie in Ireland or its vital importance..." 
‘Sean Mac Stiofain 

“The cover depicts 2 1971 New Lodge riot and a 1981 Toxteth 
iol. Add up the cover and title and you get David Reed's 
‘message - the prove gospel according to St Marx...an alarming 
ook..." 


IRISH 
SOLIDARITY 
MOVEMENT 


‘The lish Solidarity Movement has 
affiliated bodies In Dun 
Glasgow, Ealnburgh, Manchester, 
Liverpool, Leecs, Bradford 
‘Southampton, North, South and East 
London. The ISM can be contacted 


cxganiced bythe Namibia Sup 

Bmmmites fr solaary with SWAPO 
Sf Namibia Aiea Conta King Sveet 
Wz 20% Juy Pom. Evance e230 


onumertary aut eonaone 
cea Namie Us ad Day 
{etre docmantan uniehia series 
Di remarkaba soquonces lays ba he 
“lence Inport in ona aed the 


‘LONDON. Dy wring to ISM. BM Box 1320, 
Sullenng and strength ofthe 

“The Attica Cente 20th Anniversary London WOIN SX Patestsens, Tuesday 24 July 

Weekend Fay 17 Aupest Altean "Kowaraa’ Gomins: recent documentary 

‘Dawn, Dade Keama, £300 6<0pm. eral bout the resllence and spin of 

Bitiay 1g August 123pn—Debate August Delegation to Belfast. Join fesistanes shown by Namibian In 

on Altes The Last Yoare-Somism” thelnish Solidarity Commilloes in SWAPO'erelugea.camp at Kwarva Sul 


PLUS he Chapel (Congo, 1979) st 


this delegation tin the 
mor hance inthis county ta see Joa 


commemoration ofthe introduction 


tee Glintemment, Groups leaving rom Michel Tohissoukou's feature, set 
Seotians, Manchaster and London. 
MDUNDEE——Ssturaigy August 11-Sunday August 
ule Meeting Common Cous— 12, Contact EISC clo Box 110, First 
{ISG Vigeo Fim and Report fom. of May Bookshop, 43 Candleraker 
Row, Edinburgh for further detalls 
GREETINGS TO 
IRISH POWS 


The following Irish Republican pr 


‘soners have forthcoming birth-| ‘Senegal 1877: Oumane Sembene's 


SSnoversalfasture about Alcan 


days. FRFI sends our greetings| jearstance to forign penetration, 
Snd.asks our readers to send birth | fncusing at of tah 
Gey cards, preferably recorded| azapinG SERVICES FOR BLIND 
delivery to ensure their arrival, EADERS asda isha 
a July’ (exact date not known). | Oo you er anyone you know: 
Bice Berciays ‘Sean Hayes, 341418, HM Prison,| ersture corsa orn ralle? We 
Sete scegereemeroncee | Wettord Ra, Lester 2 August | hive ud aut abet sree erie 
Stephen ‘Nordonne, 758663, HM| "ch wil povide arecoctng of FEF! 
Prison Parkhurst, Newport Isl of | Revluinaty Rosd te Conmunig i 
— Wight 1SAugust Paul Mil, 462778, | Bit: Marllesto al the REG ane 
HESADFSAD io a Ireland: the key to the British 


HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd, 
Market Harborough, Leics., LE16 
7RP.3 September, Ronnie MoCart- 
ney, 483798, also at Gartres. 


revolution oy Davia Reed. Toy wl 
isa prove recontings of any ct 
SEhiterature you wank. For more = 
information weitela us FRR BCM Box 
308, London WEIN 3H 


‘Please note our address is, FRF1 BCM Box 5808, London 
WCIN XX. SEND US YOUR LETTERS. We weicome letters trom 
readers but please keep them as short as you can. 


‘one of the best pieces Ive seen 
Great prison in the past 15 years or s0— ie the. 
article on the miners’ actions. It 
coverage: ‘was good to read something 
Dear FRFI, which dint sidestep the Issue 
Phe coverage of prisons by FAFI of revolutionary violence, and 


Which simultaneously showed 
the harsh reality of state- 
‘organized terror and the 
‘educational aspects of 
‘responding with organized 
violence. Further, It was useful to 
‘see how clearly the political 
points were brought out by the 
‘comrades doing the reporting. 

T.comparison with Britain, the 
prisons over here are remarkably 
Soft; the control Is exercised 
through psychological 
‘manipulation rather than 
immediate physical brutality. 
(Physical brutality occurs, but the 
frequency is nowhere near the 
Brit level. This might well be a 
‘consequence of the functional 
separation between ‘guards’ and 
‘security personnel — the latter 
are the ones with the big stick 
{and the rife). ! must also point 
‘out that, by and large, tne 


jsexcellent: a small volee, crying 
ina wlidemess, is better than the 
‘sensual deprivation of total 
silence. But... must add, as a 
‘personal opinion (because 
btherwise it amounts to 
jneltement to violence, and, as @ 
side ssue, incitement to 
reason), that the torture and 
‘generalized inhumanity in British 
police stations and prisons will 
be curtailed only by armed 
propaganda. (It will be stopped 
‘only by revolution.) 
"Damocratising’ the prisons 
‘would merely be negotiating an 
‘acceptable’ fevel of inhumanity: 
as we must smash the 
bourgeoisie, as we must smash 
the state apparatus, so we must 
‘smash the prisons ~ redesigning 
‘a Sewer does not stop it from 
ing @ sewer. 

Tague No 40 of FAFI! contains 


JUNE/JULY: £657.72 


‘Savage cuts in the ragion of £2 billion from social security 
payments have been, ‘on the working class over the past 
five years while now Thatcher & Co are happy to pay the political 


years 
‘price of millions ot pounds per week to try to deteat the miners’ 
such 


‘To do this we need £500 s month to subsidise our paper and we 
‘can do this only with your help. Last month was very successful 
through collections, stalls at festivals and 


Australia, Cheshire, Yorkshire, Surrey and Essex contributed 
£242.66 and ‘Canada sent £100. FRFI thanks you all for 
this tremendous at 

“We will publish all contributions in this column. if you want your 
name of your organisation mentioned slongside the donation 
please say so. é 

‘Make your donation payable to ‘Larkin Publications’ and return 
to: FRFI BCM Box 5908, London WCIN SXX 

twa want to donate €___ to the FRFI Fund. 
‘Name/Organisation 
‘Address. 


| doldo not want you to mention my namelorganisation 


SUBSCRIBE! 

FRFI NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT TO 
GROW — TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 
‘SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 

IB Britain, Iretand £2.50 for 6 issues, £4 for 12 issues 

It Overseas — surface PPR £350 for 6 issues, £5.50 for 12 eaves 
IF Oversees ~altmall PR 96 for 6 iasuce, £1 for 12 Issues 

BB Single Issue: 20p + 17p p&p ™@ Back issues: available at 
20p + 17p p&p ll FRFI bulk orders: 10 or more copies post free 
Make chequesPOs payable to Larkin Publications. Ad £260 for 
foreign currency cheques. All overseas rates given are for printed 
Pape tec rate and ete unsealed. you wish your rail tobe 
Seti please lotus Know and we wil adjust accordingly 
RETURN FORM TO FRFI, BCM BOX 5908 LONDON WCIN 9% 
Fwioh to subseribe to FRFI beginning wit issue 


Liwish to order copies of FRFI issue no. 
Name 

Address 

enclose payment of for __ssuesicopies ai rate. 
Become a FIGHT RACISM! 


FIGHT IMPERIALISM! supporter 


you are willing to help the work which FRFI is doing, become 
‘an FRFI SUPPORTER. 

We need more people to sell FRFI and {0 Involve others in the 
fightback. We need more people waiting for FRF1 about their 
Jocal struggles and campaigns. 

Fill in your name and address on the form below, and send £5. 
‘You wil receive a supporter card, a year's subscription to FRFI 
and details ofall out activities in your area and nationally. 
Postal orders and cheques payable to Larkin Publications 
Name. : a 

oo Se 


‘Send this form to Larkin Publications 
BEM Bax 5308 London WCIN 3XX 


—— 
FRFI FUND DRIVE 


prisoners over here are also soft: 

proorers reife erasie | D-Day and the 

the frequently-occuring | myths of WW2 

{teachery. However... few of us 

are working on the problem, and | Dear FRFL 

‘On occasion we manage toget_ | [elt sick when {read Ronald 

Some interesting debates going. | Reagan's D-Day Commemoration 

‘The struggle continues: ‘ivelings. But he merely 
‘expressed in a brash way what 
the imperialists have always 


‘been saying about Operation 
‘Overiord — the Normandy 

landings. They pretend that the 
D-Day landings were responsible 


Dear FRFI {or the defeat of fascist 
wish fo thank you for the copy | Germany. in fact the invasion of 
‘of David Reed's book which |_| Europe was continually 


postponed by the imperialists, in 


received. | will certainly order it at 
the hope that German 


‘the library, and will compile a list 


of local bookshops and do what || imperialism would crush the: 
‘an tohelp your publications. | Soviet Union. Senator Harry S 
Rave been an admirer of FRFi | Truman, later US President, 
‘since the hunger strike struggles | stated in July 1941, a month after 
‘and have managed to get hold of | the Nazi invasion of the USSR 


that "If we see that Germany is 
winning the war, we ought 10 
help Russia, and if Russia 's 
‘winning we ought to help 
‘Germany, and in that way let 
them kill as many as 


battering over the past fifteen | possibie...'(New York Times 24 
‘years, but thankfully you seem to. | July 1947). n Gotober 1942, 
Share my disgust, and for that | Churchill wrote a memorandum 


you deserve success. 
must state before | finish, 
‘how much | am enjoying Davie 


to the Cabinet: ‘My thoughts rest 
primarily in Europe — the revival 


Reeds book Itisamagnificent | bea measureiess disasier if 
‘work, which makes a oreat Russian barbarism overtaid the 
Contribution fo people's Culture and independence of the 
Chderstanding. and hopefully wil | ancient states of Europe” As a 
fave te effect of embarrassing | result the main miltary struggle 
many of your rva left wing of the war against German 
Groups, ifindeod they havent | imperialism was conducted by 
Sone to0 far down the road of | the USSA. The British and US 
Reacher to feel such things 2s | imperialists engaged in scraps 
embarassment any more. with the German and Japanese 
Yours traternally imperialists for colonies in North 
M Murtagh ‘Arica, the Middle East and 
——_—— 
ss acation  222sPerately divided tand and 
Irish liberation Sith autfering on all sides; the 
2 ‘army fight the people, the people 
not genuine? _ fight the army, and worst of all, 
Dear FRFI, ‘the people fight the peopie. 


‘Today isthe first time Ihave read 
2 copy of Fight Racism! Fight 
Imperiaism!, but Lam glad | have 
at last discovered it 

was very glad to read your 
‘condemnation of the visit to this 
‘country of Botha, that 


{1am Sure you will not publish 
this letter, because if you did, It 
would prove that you are a free- 
thinking and open-minded paper 
‘which you are, | fear, not. (Nor 
‘are the Rand Daily Mail or the 
National Front publications, 


Unspeakable neo-Nazidictator of... the lists, tragically, 
{rom that hell-ole that is (until it endless.) 
is glven its proper African name) ‘Yours down-hearted 
“South Africa’. It s appalling and disappointed, 
terrifying that a Wester leader. = WS 
should invite such a person for London 
‘what were no doubt friendly talks 
‘at Number Ten. RFI replies 

Wher | came to your‘articles’ RFI supports the liberation 
‘on Norther ireland, !could not —_ struggles in South Africa and 
Detleve was reading the same _Wreland because both are fighting 


paper. | could not believe the ‘against imperialism. You wish to 


Simplistic way in which you draw obscure this fact and bury the 
parallels between the genuine _Iish struggle beneath a heap of 
fight against sadistic oppression Insults and lies. To point out just 
in South Africa and the Insane > 2 fewc British imperialism divided 
acts of terrorism carried out by _reland, not as you state, the IRA. 
the neo-fascist morons that call It did so agains! the wishes ot 
themselves the IRA’. How you the majority ofthe Irish people. 
‘can compare genuine freedom Britain has created a sectarian, 
fighters like those members of racist state in the Six Counties 
the ANC who daily risk their fives which denies democratic rights 
Inthe struggle to Hiberate South _to the nationalist minority and 
‘Africa from violent white minority has consistently met peaceful 
tule, o the mindless eretins in — protest in Ireland with state 
Norihern Ireland who more often violence. The Irish people have 
than not blow up their own hhad no choice but fo adopt the 
people in their indiscriminate armed struggle just as the ANC 


‘was forced to take this path after 
the Sharpeville massacre. The 
armed struggle in Ireland, 25 in 
South Aftica, is aimed against 
the state, its army, police and 
‘other institutions. Some civilian 
‘casualties have resulted in both 
‘South Africa and Ireland and 
hhave been regretted by the 
fiberation movements. There are 
those in Britain who, like you, wil 
support movements thousands 
of miles away but attack the 
‘struggle against British 
Imperialism on our doorstep. The 
very terms you use against the 
TRA are those used by the racists 


‘campaign of terror, cannot 
imagine. You insult genuine 
heroes like that beautiful ange! 
‘of aman Nelson Mandela, and 
‘you spit on the graves of Alrica’s 
martyrs like Steve Biko, WOZA 
STEVE! 

‘What you fail fo point out in 
your obvious support for the 
killing of innocent people in 
‘Norther Ireland is that the 
majority —the vast majority —ot 
people in the North and South 
Wwant Ireland to be part of the UK. 
In Ireland, everyone can vote. in 
‘South Africa, 75% of the 
‘population are denied the vote or 


Shy form of freedom by the white in South Africa against the 
minority in that shithesp. Please freedom fighters there Gan it be 
‘see the difference between coincidence that the liberation 
‘genuine human suffering and _struggle which directly confronts 
Struggle and mindless terrorism. your own'state’ is the one you 
The IRA have turned Ireland into will nat support? 


liberation which was to 
‘culminate in the hoisting of the 
hammer and sickle over the 
Reichstag in Berlin in May 1985. 
‘The peoples welcomed the Red 
‘Army with open arms, 
‘expropriating landlords, 
‘capitalists and collaborators. 
implementing popular power. The 
‘spectre of Communism was 
hhaunting Europe and so the 
imperialists invaded in an 
attempt to crush it 

'No doubt we shall have to 


Asia—yet, ly, these were 2 
‘comparative sideshow. For 
example, at El Alamein, the 
Bnitish faced some 96,000 
German troops in October 1942, 
while on the Eastern front, the 
Soviet people faced 70% of 
‘German troops ~ 3,405,000. 

‘Once the Soviet British 
Alliance had been signed, the 
question was naturally raised: 
when would the Second 
Front — the invasion of 
Continental Europe — be opened? 
‘She British and US imperialists endure more hypocritical 
kept on promising it, but kept imperialist spouting next May. 
patting t otf. Proof” of the fortieth anniversary of the 
‘utility’ of such an invasion was German surrender. Its important 
provided by the Dieppe operation tc remember that itis the power 
Gf August 19, 1942, planned by and strength of socialist 
the late and over lamented Lord countries which have so far 
‘Mountbatten, which resulted in prevented @ new world war from 


50% casualties. breaking out, and learn the 
"The deciding factor which __—_lesson taught bythe milions of 

spurte the imperialists to Soviet people who died fighting 

Setually undertake the invasion fascism If you want peace you 

wwas the crushing defeat inflicted must fight imperialism. 

by the Red Army on the fascists Yours, 

21 Stalingrad This marked the Stowe Palmer 

Beginning of the long march of 

——ooooa 

—______ about man's right to freedom, ie 

Right to freedom — ication, housing, work and 

cE. Social justice, Wherever there is. 
Dear FAFI él, I must be fought. People 


| got the last issue of FRFI.| 
enjoyed reading the article about 
Nelson Mandela. It's quite 
‘surprising how many people here 
in this country who do not seem 
to have known or heard of 
‘Mandela, or just what's going on 
In South Africa. So's good that 
‘groups like yourself try and make 
‘people understand just what 


‘must realist that the government 
(Of S Africa is unique in the word: 
why? because i's based on 
racialism, There's no other 

| country in tha world that has 
‘such a regime, Also, 100, We 
know the help and support that 
Britain and USA and other so, 
called free and democratic 
Countries give to § Africa, so we, 


‘South Africa and apartheid is all__in these countries must support 
‘bout. Also, 100, there was a very and give aid in any way we can 
‘900d piece about that man David to the people within § Africa, 


‘who oppose the government, 
‘ beliove there willbe a picket 

outside this place sometime 

within the next few wesks. OF 


Kitson. To me, that was very 
important as he, like Mandela, 
‘has spent a long time in jal. OF 
course, as you know, the govern- 


front of S Africa released Dave course, you know that there is a 
Kitson a few weeks ago, when couple of Irish guys and a black 
their man Botha came to this uy, who have been on 'F* wing 
‘country to see Thatcher. in Isolation for some time now. 


‘Obviously by releasing him they 
tiled or were hoping to gain a 
political advantage, or trying to 
{ool the world how they in S 
Africa are bringing about reform 
‘and a more liberal regime. 

‘The reason tome why the 
article on D Kitson was important 
is because he Is a white man 
who had the courage of his 
‘conviction to make a stand 
‘against the evil regime of S 
Arica, For him, he could have 
just accepted the status quo. 

‘Alot of people outside S 
Arica think that it's just a black v 
‘white issue. But of course, that 
thas got nothing to do with it. t's 


So it will do their spirits good to 
know that there's people out 
there who support and care and 
know about them. | myself on 
Seven of eight occasions have 
been on F’ wing, s0 | know what 
the feeling Is ike being there. 
‘And of course, we remember tha 
in 1974 the Home Office had to 
‘close down the special unit 
Which was F wing, because of 
the brutality, physically and 
‘mentally. | think now I will close 
this letter as we only get four 
pages to write on anyway. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr M A Russell, 

Wakefield Prison 


Bea SEinare Molise deputation but 
Abuse of miners remersof the SWP, Wen 
strike Questioned they denied tha the 
— Aisited the unverety and retuse 
Dear FRF, tonand over 8440 they hes 


collected. Eventually they paid 
£2400 to the strike fund but £40 
‘went straight to Kirby SWP. The 
result of this has been the end o 
collections for the miners and a 
boost for the union officers who 
claimed that money was being 
‘misused, Socialist Worker 
Student Society repeatedly 
hijacked the campalgn in suppo 
‘of the miners and against the: 
president, asulng leaflets unde 
their own name, although SWSS 
is only a tiny faction of about 3 
‘on campus and over 100 people 
‘were Involved in a levy fer the 
miners and a petition against th 
president. The SWP has pursue 
its own interests at the expense 
‘of the miners and YUSU. | belie 
the SWP supports Solidarity in 
Poland, the racist who is head < 
the Monday Cipb at this 

Tg also proud to wear 
his “Solidarnosc’ tshirt. Can 
‘someone explain to me the 
difference between the SWP ar 


| thought your readers might be 
interested in an example of the 
way SWP sectarianism nas: 
Lndermined the struggle of the 
NUM against pit closures. A 
‘group of miners from South Kirby 
Colliery addressed the union here 
‘at York university appealing for 
financial support. The meeting 
‘agreed to their request but three 
‘executive officers relused to sign 
“legal cheques and refused to 
fesign, After a series of meetings. 
the officers were suspended, the 
hypocrisy of their position ex- 
posed forall to see. They claimed 
to support the miners but refused 
40 break laws designed fo smash 
the independence of the unions. 
‘They would not risk losing our 
union shop while miners were 
‘being thrown onto the dole and 
faced cavalry charges and other 
illegal police violence For which 
‘no one will be prosecuted. 

‘At this stage there was united 
support for the miners and the 


Careerists were on the un, but the Monday Club? 
then the SWP stepped In. The Good luck with all your 
President of South Kirby NUM campaigns, 

revealed that the people who had | Jim Mcintyre 
‘addressed ourmesting were not York University 
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INTERNMENT 


138TH ANNIVERSARY 


Thirteen years ago on 9 August 1971 British troops moved into the 


nationalist are: 


begun. The operation was masterminded by Frank 


of the Six Counties. internment without trial had 


ison, now head 


of UK Land Forces. The British Army swoop began at 4am. The troops 
smashed their way into homes. By the evening 342 people had been 
‘interned in three major holding centres. All were nationalists. 116 
were released without charge after 48 hours as they had little or no 
connection with the Republican movement. The remainder were 
moved either to Crumlin Road or HMS Maidstone, a prison ship. 


‘The internees were held under cond- 
itions of systematic brutality. They were 
denied sleep and food and physically 
-and psychologically abused. Some were 
blindfolded and thrown out of helicop- 
ters which they were told were high in 
the air but were, in fact only a few feet 
offtheground, Others were madeto run 
the gauntlet barefoot between baton 
‘wielding troops over an obstacle course 
of tree stumps, broken glass, sharp 
stones and tacks. Many were forced to 
‘exercise t0 the point of exhaustion for 
hours on end. All were beaten. 

Twelve internees were subjected 10 
total sensory deprivation and torture 
for seven days. They were taken 10 
Holywood barracks and held in total is- 
lation. While there they had hoods put 
‘over their heads and were made 10 wear 
Joose-filting boiler suits. They were 
forced (0 stand against a wall supported 
only by their fingertips until they cot- 
lapsed. Allthe while they were subjected 
yo. ‘noise machine’, in a cold toom, 
‘which bombarded the brain with mono- 
tonous sounds of a certain pitch. The 
‘aim was nol just to get confessions but, 
to instil fear into the hearts of the 
ssationalist people, to crush their spirit 
of resistance, 

Far from crusbing the resistance of 
the nationalist people, internment and 
allits sadistic brutality had the opposite 
effect. As the army raids went on the 
nationalist people of Derry rose up. 
Crowds gathered in the streets and 
Stopped the soldiers from passing. The 
youth unleashed waves of petrol bombs. 
‘The Bogside, Creggan and Derry all be- 
came no-go areas for the army. The 
British army claimed that internment 
nad destroyed the IRA. The IRA proved 
otherwise by launching a bombing cam- 
paign in August involving 100 expio- 
‘Sons. The British army thought they 
could isolate the IRA from the people 
‘bat youth flocked fo join their army: the 
IRA. Crowds of people drew soldiers 
sowards them and then seattered leaving 
she soldiers as sitting ducks for the IRA. 
‘The nationalist people united to oppose 
‘internment and British occupation. On 
16 August 8,000 workers took part in a 
‘one day protest against internment. A 
rent and fates strikeagainst internment. 
was organised and 26,000 families were, 


involved. Special legislation had 10 be 
introduced to iry and break the strike by 
deducting money direct from social se- 
‘curity payments. 

The nationalist people stood firm, 


Delegation 


to Ireland 


11/42 August 
The ISM is organising a delegation 
to Ireland for the annual. anti 
intemment protests in the Six 
Counties. The delegation will be 
leaving from Scotland, the North 
and London on Friday 19 August 
and returing Monday 13 August. 
Details of times, cost etc from ISM. 


Demonstrations 


Called by Sinn Fein (Britain) 
Assemble 1pm Caborn Corner, 
Spital Hill, Sheffield 
18 August 
For British 
withdrawal from 
Ireland! 
Called by August 18 
Demonstration Committee 
‘Assemble 1pm Speakers 
Comer, Hyde Park, London. 
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united around the demand for the ead 
‘of the loyalist state. The British stare 
replied in the only way it knows. Cold- 
blooded murder was the order of the 
day. By (3 August 22 people had been 
Killed; 19 were civilians, But even this 
failed 10 break the struggle of the na- 
tionalist people. 


The inquiries Britain held into the 
abuses against the internees could not 
‘cover up the truth. Many of those in- 
tered were awarded damages. Despite 
this no one was charged with torture. 
The British state stood accused by in 
ternational opinion and was forced to 
change its policy. Internment without 
trial was replaced by judicial intern- 
‘ment—with torture in police cells, the! 
use of informers, long remands, Dip- 
lock courts, and imprisonment in con- 
centration camps. 


Thirteen years on in Britain methods 
of repression used against the Irish 
people are now being used against those 
fighting for their rights here. To extract 
confessions the hooding technique was 
used by the Birmingham serious crimes 
squad. as brought 10 light in August 
1983. In Blidworth and other mining 
areas in Notts the police have brought 
terror and intimidation onto the streets 
{n an attempt fo crush the community's 
support for the miners” strike. 

Repression breeds resistance. Thir- 
teen years ago internment was intro- 
duced in an attempt to terrorise the 
nationalist community and remove ac 
vists from the streets. The continuing 
march of the Irish people on the road to 
freedom shows the ability of the oppres- 
sed people to resist repression. Thirteen 
years on the British state remembers in- 
ferment as it starts to terrarise all who 
fight for their rights in this count 
‘Thirteen years on we must remember in- 
temnment and support the struggle of the 
Irish people for their resistance to Brit- 
ish state repression. The Irish people 
have shown how to fight those obstacles 
that the British state places in the way of 
the fight for freedom and justice. 


Chas Millington 


HANDS OFF IRELAND 


Shoot to kill 
is legalised 


On Monday 4 June Diplock court Judge Lord Maurice Gibson 
acquitted three RUC men of the murder of unarmed IRA volunteer 
Eugene Toman. Eugene and two comrades, Sean Burns and Gervaise 
McKerr, were murdered by an RUC undercover ‘shootto-kill’ squad 
‘on 11 November 1982 in Lurgan. The three unarmed volunteers were 
travelling in a car on the evening of 11 November when three RUC 


men opened fire on the car and fired 103 bullets at it, 


the three men. 

The four day non-jury {rial of Set 
William Montgomery and RUC men 
David Brannigan and Frederick Rob- 
inson was a complete farce. The RUC’s 
claim that the car had smashed through 
aroadblock was never substantiated in 
court. Eugene Toman’s body was found 
outside the car and, in spite of evidence 
from Chief State pathologist Professor 
“Thomas Marshall that Toman could not 
have got out of the car after being shot, 
the RUC's story that he was shot while 
siill in the car was accepted. Evidence 
was also given to the court of six spent 
shells being found beside the car, 
although all three RUC men denied 
being near the car when they fired the 
103 rounds between them, 

Justice Gibson not only acquitted the 
three RUC men but commended them 
for their ‘courage and determination on 
bringing the three deceased men to 
justice — in this case to the final court of 
justice.’ And he wanted thisto be put on 
their records. He then went on to eri~ 
ticise the Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions for bringing the charges on what 
hhe described as ‘tenuous’ evidence. A 
month after he made the remarks he was 
taught @ sound lesson about justice. At 
the weekend of 1 July his unoccupied 
holiday home in Donegal was badly 
damaged by a fire. Judge Gibson's re- 
‘marks proved what the nationalist com- 
‘munity have always known a ‘shoot-to- 
kal” policy exists in the Six Countiesand 
any charges brought against the crown 
forees are merely a pretence of justice 
‘aimed at appeasing outrage at British 
repression in Ireland, 

In a non-jury Diplock court the 
judge’s final decision doesn’t emerge 
from the evidence given but from where 
his loyalties lie with British imperialism. 
Since November 1982 19 people have 


sstantly killing 


been murdered by the ‘shoot-to-bill” 
policy operated by the crown forees in 
Northern Ircland. Few people have 
been charged with these murders and as 
of yet not one has been convicted, Inthe 
most recent case an undercover army 
ambush in County Tyrone resulted in 
William Price being shot dead on 13 
July 


When Thomas (Kidso) Reilly was 
shot at point blank range by a British 
soldier in August 1983 his killing’ was 
widely reported because his brother was 
in the band Stiff Little Fingers and he 
‘was a roadie for British band Banan- 
arama who attended his funeral.. How. 
ever other victims ‘shoot-t0-kill have 
bbcen passed over in silence bythe servile 
media, Peter Barry of the Dublin 
Government was concerned about 
Judge Gibson's remarks because: such 
blatant legal justification of murder 
‘would make the nationalist community 
think there was no justice for them in 
the Diplock courts and would increas- 
ingly turn to the IRA. James Prior, 
Britain’s director of repression in the 
Six Counties, commented on the acquit- 
tal of the three RUC men saying that 
‘the law isthe same for all, regardless of 
whether they are police, soldiers or 
civilians.” 

‘What hypocrisy! At the same time as 
security forces are allowed {0 kill 
nationalists with impunity over 300 
nationalists have been sentenced to long 
terms of imprisonment on the: sole 
words of paid perjurers, As usual Brit- 
ish imperialism has one rule for its ser- 
vants and another for those who oppose 
it 


Lorna Morgan 
Veronica Burns 


Fascist face of loyalism 


‘The fascist nature of Loyalism reared its ugly head when George Sea- 


wright hit the headlines in June. 


in response to a protest by Catholic 


parents against 2 symbol of British rule in Ireland— the National 
Anthem — being played at mixed school concerts in Belfast, Sea- 
wright sank to the lowest depths of sectarian bigotry when he called 
the parents ‘fenian scum’. Seawright told a meeting of Belfast's City 
Council that the authorities should buy an incinerator to bum 
Catholics in, that members of the Republican movement were vermin 
and scum, and that there would be no peace in Ireland until they were 


all dead. 

This bigot is no nonentity a member 
of Ian Paisley’s Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP), he is also a member of 
Belfast's City Council and sits on James 
Prior’s Northern Ireland Assembly. He 
recently gave an interview to the Mag- 
‘azine of the National Front stating that 
the NF's growth in British politics wasa 
‘positive development’. The Northern 
Ireland Assembly refused to express 
revulsion al his remarks and the DUP 
altempted to cover its tracks by merely 
suspending him until he apologises. 
Seawright is unrepentant and has 
refused to apologise, knowing that he is 
in little danger of losing his privileged 
status whilst backed up by the British 
Government’s Northern Ireland As- 


sembly. 

His fellow Unionists are in no posi- 
tion to condemn him. It was revealed in 
the June issue of Searchligh: that 
Unionist politicians provided character 
witnesses for three members ofa loyalist 
zang, the ‘NF Skinz’, who brutally 
murdered a Catholic last year. Not 
surprisingly, the three received ex- 
tremely light sentences for—not mur- 
sdec—ut manslaughter. 

Such racist statements by Seawright 
and his bedfellows only serve to high- 
light the rampant fascism inherent in the 
sectarian statelet created and sustained 
by British imperiaism. 


Pauline Sellars 


National 
Demonstration 
and 
Conference 


Called by Irish Solidarity 
Movement 


Demonstration 


13 October 
Repatriation for all Irish 
Pows! 

Vietory to the Irish People! 
‘Troops Out Now! 
Assemble 1pm, Bidborough Street, 
London WC1 (Tube: Kings. 
Cross/St Pancras) 


Conference 


14 October 
Caxton House, St John's Way, 
London N18 (Tube: Archway) 
Further details to be announced. I you 
‘want to help build these events contact: 
ISM, BM Box 1320, London WCIN 3X, 
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